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Insurgents in Irag
kidnap two officials

Latest captures suggest hostage takers now aiming for government players
Page 3

Unnerving situation

It’s no secret that combat is
stressful. But the 2nd Medical Brigade
is trying to shoot down obstacles that
keep troops in Iraq from seeking help.
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World

Madrid bombings: Spanish police

found a rental car used by the Madrid

train bombers, but much of the evidence

was lost after the rental company

cleaned the vehicle before police conduct-

ed forensics tests, a newspaper reported Sat-
urday.

Police found the car June 13, more than
three months after the March 11 Madrid train
bombings, in the town of Alcala de Henares,
the departure point of three of the four trains
bombed, the Madrid daily El Mundo report-
ed, citing unidentified police sources.

Kabul rocket find: NATO peacekeepers
discovered a cache of rockets on Saturday
close to the Kabul International Airport in
the Afghan capital, a spokesman said.

Forty rockets, 30 fuses and some wiring
were found in a concealed store 1.2 miles
from the main runway at the airport, said
Cdr. Chris Henderson, a NATO spokesman.

French explosives experts from the inter-
national force removed the rockets. It was un-
clear if they were destroyed or handed over
to the Afghan military.

Princess Diana memorial: The memorial
fountain honoring Princess Diana was to re-
main closed through the weekend as con-
struction experts try to figure out how to
make it safer, London officials said Friday.

The water was turned off Thursday after
three people got hurt when they slipped and
fell in the Hyde Park fountain. Workers put
up a seven foot fence around the fountain
and roughened the texture of some of its
stones to reduce the risk of slipping.

The parks agency called a meeting of de-
signers, engineers and safety experts to in-
vestigate the accidents and consider how to
make the fountain safer.

Business

Enron case: A handwritten memo detail-
ing secret side deals between Enron’s
former chief accountant Rick Causey and
former finance chief Andrew Fastow guaran-
tees Fastow-controlled LJM entities as much
as $50 million from Enron.

The note has led defense lawyers to pre-
dict that Causey is under pressure to seek a
deal with the government, the Houston
Chronicle reported.

The document — called the “global galac-
tic” agreement by prosecutors — seemed a
part of Enron folklore until it was cited as an
actual written agreement in the indictment
of ex-Chairman Ken Lay earlier this month.

The Chronicle obtained a copy this week of
the memo, which is neatly handwritten and
appears to be initialed on all three pages by
Causey and Fastow.

States

Doctor loses license: A doctor who head-
ed the Presidential Advisory Council on
AIDS and HIV during former President Bill
Clinton’s administration in the 1990s lost his
medical license after being arrested for inves-
tigation of possessing a controlled substance.

Dr. R. Scott Hitt’s surrender of his license
became effective Tuesday.

On May 10, Hitt was arrested by Los Ange-
les police for investigation of illegal posses-
sion of a controlled substance. The medical
board statement did not indicate what the
substance was or whether Hitt was ever for-
mally charged.

International space station: The interna-
tional space station could be expanded be-
yond its current three crew-member capaci-
ty by the end of the decade under an agree-
ment reached Friday by the station’s 16 part-
ners.

The space station would house a perma-
nent crew of as many as six members as
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Newest carrier: The Navy's newest aircraft carrier, the USS Ronald Reagan, has a fireboat
salute as she enters San Diego harbor for a home-porting celebration, welcoming the ship to
Naval Air Station North Island Friday in Coronado, Calif. The ship was commissioned in July
2003, and is completing a two-month transit around South America to her new homeport.

early as January 2009 under a deal reached
at a meeting in Noordwijk, The Netherlands,
by the heads of the space agencies involved
in the station. The size of the crew depends
on the number of Soyuz escape vehicles that
can be docked at the space station.

“It’s going to have to be some derivative of
what a Russian Soyuz vehicle can handle,”
said Allard Beutel, a NASA spokesman in
Washington. Each Soyuz can fit three peo-
ple.

Fulton Co. sheriff suspended: Georgia’s
governor suspended the sheriff of the state’s
largest county only hours after a retired fed-
eral prison administrator was sworn in to
take over the overcrowded jail.

Gov. Sonny Perdue acted Friday on the rec-
ommendation of a three-member panel he ap-
pointed to investigate allegations of misman-
agement by Fulton County Sheriff Jackie Bar-
rett.

The panel, made up of the state attorney
general and two sheriffs, said it found reason
to believe Barrett violated her duty when she
invested $7.2 million in public money in
risky ventures, disregarding customary gov-
ernmental safeguards. About $2 million was
lost.

Sniper trial: Lawyers for convicted sniper
John Allen Muhammad want to bar a prose-
cutor from putting the killer on trial again be-
cause of arguments the prosecutor made dur-
ing the trial of teenage accomplice Lee Boyd
Malvo.

Defense lawyers Peter Greenspun and
Jonathan Shapiro said in court filings re-
leased Friday that prosecutor Robert F.
Horan Jr. made such a strong case that
Malvo acted independently of Muhammad
that they want Horan as a defense witness.

Calling Horan as a witness creates an inevi-
table conflict that requires Horan’s removal

from the case, the lawyers wrote.

Chicken abuse: Federal compliance offic-
ers have been sent to the West Virginia pro-
cessing plant where workers are accused of
torturing chickens before slaughtering
them, and a government spokesman said
Friday it’s unclear how long the investiga-
tion will take.

Pilgrim’s Pride fired 11 of it employees, in-
cluding several managers, on Wednesday
and pledged to hold accountable anyone who
knew of the abuse at the plant in Moorefield.
The Texas-based company also put quality
assurance monitors in place and said it re-ed-
ucated workers at all its North American
plants about humane treatment.

Alien fish: A nonnative fish known for its
appetite and ability to wriggle short distanc-
es on land has been discovered in a Philadel-
phia waterway, raising concerns about ts ef-
fects on native species.

An angler caught two Northern snake-
heads in a lake last week and contacted the
Fish and Boat Commission, which then
caught three more snakeheads. The commis-
sion said it believes the fish, native to Asia
and Africa, are present in other local water-
ways.

DotComGuy trademark: The attempt by
the man formerly known as DotComGuy to
sell his trademark name on eBay didn’t
work. The only bidder failed to meet the
$100,000 minimum bid. The auction began
July 13 and ended Friday at S p.m.

Mitch Maddox, who legally changed his
name to DotComGuy in 1999, had hoped to
sell the trademark and related Web site so
he and his wife could make a down payment
on a house, the Fort Worth Star-Telegram
reports.

From The Associated Press
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Increased kidnapping threats trouble Iraq

Egyptian diplomat, top Iraqi businessman taken hostage; Allawi urges Egyptians to stay

BY RAVI NESSMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraqi interim
Prime Minister Iyad Allawi
urged Egypt on Saturday to stand
fast in the face of the kidnapping
of one of its diplomats and ignore
militants’ demand that it abandon
any plans to lend security assis-
tance to Iraq.

The crisis, along with the kid-
napping Saturday of a top Iraqi
businessman, came at an inoppor-
tune time for Allawi, who was
traveling through the region try-
ing to persuade reluctant Arab
and Muslim countries to send
troops here to help restore order
to the violence-wracked nation.

“It is time for us to close ranks
to fight terrorism. There is no
way to budge to terrorists and
give them what they want,” Al-
lawi said in Damascus, Syria.
“The only way to deal with terror-
ism is to promote justice and to
close ranks, and we hope Egypt
and the Egyptian government
will act accordingly.”

Militants grabbed
Mamdouh Helmi Qutb, described
as the third-highest ranking diplo-

t Naji Otari in on Saty

Interim Iraqi Prime Minister lyad Allawi speaks to reporters at a news conference held jointly with his Syrian
urday, following his meeting with Syrian President Bashar Assad in
Damascus. Allawi urged Egypt to stay the course on Iraq after an Egyptian diplomat was kidnapped.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 899 U.S. service
members have died since the be-
ginning of military operations in
Traq in March 2003, according
to the Defense Department. Of
those, 665 died as a result of hos-
tile action and 234 died of non-
hostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported 60 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Po-
land, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakia, three; Thailand, two;
Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one death
each.

Smce May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
AP |ended, 761 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 556 as a result
of hostile action and 205 of non-
hostile causes.

The latest deaths reported by
U.S. Central Command:

mat at the Egyptian mission here,
as he walked out of a mosque Fri-
day. In a video released by “The
Lions of Allah Brigade,” the mili-
tants said they had taken Qutb to
deter Egypt from sending troops.

Egyptian Foreign Minister
Ahmed Aboul Gheit appealed to
the kidnappers Saturday to show
mercy and said his government
was working quietly to free Qutb
and an Egyptian truck driver
held by other militants.

The kidnapping of a diplomat
and Iragi businessman Raad
Adnan indicated that militants,
who had previously preyed on
truck drivers and other poorly
protected foreign workers, were
growing bolder and aiming much
higher in their efforts to weaken
the coalition and sow chaos in
Traq.

Gunmen snatched Adnan, gen-
eral director of Al-Mansour Con-

tracting Co, in a brazen daylight
operation Saturday morning in
southeastern Baghdad.

The kidnappers, wearing police
uniforms, set up a fake check-
point in the Zaieuna neighbor-
hood and stopped Adnan’s car,
taking him and his driver hos-
tage, according to police Sgt.
Ahmed Ismael of the Zaieuna po-
lice station. His driver was quick-
ly released, Ismael said.

Al-Mansour is a govern-
ment-owned construction compa-
ny that does building work for
Iraq’s ministries. Adnan, a con-
struction engineer, was a mem-
ber of the Baath party and helped
build some of Saddam Hussein’s
presidential palaces.

The 15-month-old insurgency,
punctuated by the kidnappings, al-
most daily bombings, attacks and
sabotage, has badly damaged
Irag’s efforts to rebuild the coun-

try after years of war and sanc-
tions.

On Saturday, gunmen in three
cars attacked a convoy carrying
west Baghdad’s police chief as he
passed near the town of Mah-
moudiya south of Baghdad. Two
bodyguards were killed, but the
police chief, Brig. Sabah Fahad,
escaped unharmed, said Mah-
moudiya hospital director, Dr. Da-
woud al-Taie.

Attackers in two cars opened
fire on a group of policemen at a
checkpoint in the al-Shurta dis-
trict of Baghdad on Saturday, in-
juring seven policemen, the Interi-
or Ministry said.

A rocket exploded in the down-
town Jubairya district in north-
ern city of Samarra killing one
man and injuring three other civil-
ians early Saturday, police Maj.
Sadoun al-Dulaimi said.

In volatile Anbar province west

of Baghdad, a U.S. Marine died
baturday of wounds sustained
during “security and stability op-
erations” Friday, the military

And late Friday, saboteurs set
off two explosions on an oil pipe-
line about 12 miles south of Sa-
marra, police Capt. Khaled
Abdul-Amir said Saturday. The
pipeline stretches about 124
miles from al-Dora oil refinery in
Baghdad to Beiji, north of Samar-
ra. The extent of the damage was
unclear.

Egypt said earlier this week it
would consider sending troops
here after Iragis restored calm,
but after Qutb’s abduction, Aboul
Gheit said that “sending troops or
Egyptian military personnel to
Iraq is not dn issue on the table at
all for Egypt.”

Iragi ofﬁclals said Saturday
they were working furiously to se-
cure Qutb’s release.

W Two soldiers were killed
Thursday by an explosive attack
near Samarra, Iraq.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the Department of De-

W No identifications reported.

“We will spare no effort to free
the Egyptian diplomat,” Iraqi
Deputy Foreign Minister Hamed
al-Bayati said.

Meanwhile, officials continued
to work to free three Kenyans,
three Indians and an Egyptian
held by a different militant group.

That group, “The Holders of
the Black Banners,” demanded
Wednesday that the truck driv-
ers’ company stop doing business
in Iraq and their countries with-
draw their citizens or it would
begin beheading hostages Satur-
day night.

3rd ID gets orders to deploy

Hundreds attend funeral for

The Associated Press

FORT BENNING, Georigia — The Ar-
my’s 3rd Infantry Division, which led the
drive to Baghdad dur-
ing the Iraq war, an-
nounced Friday that it
has received orders to
return for at least a
year to fight insur-
gents and help the Ira-
qis establish their
own government.

est deployment could
begin between Novem-
ber and February.
“The deployment is
part of a planned rota-
tion of forces,” Maj. Gen. William Web-
ster, the division’s commander, said in a

&k The deployment is
part of a planned
rotation of forces.

We expect to be

one year.y

Maj. Gen. William Webster
division commander

statement. “We expect to be deployed for
approximately one year. However, there
are no guarantees. The situation on the
ground and the needs of the theater com-
mander will ultimately
determine their length
of our deployment.”
Two of the division's
brigades are at Fort
Stewart and a third is
across the state at Fort
Benning. The division’s

~ aviation brigade is at

arCa;. sllja;;:dl; S:ianzl_ deplog{ed for B
e, Eat] (o T approximately in Savannah. i
Following a reorgani-

zation after the war,
the division now has
about 19,000 soldiers,
up from 16,000 when
the division led the charge to Baghdad in

April 2003.

Iraqis killed in van-tank crash

U.S. military launches investigation into the accident

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — About 500 people attend-
ed the funeral Saturday of eight members
of an Iraqi family who were killed when
the minibus that was bringing them back
from a wedding party collided with a U.S.
tank.

Seven Iraqi flag-draped coffins — includ-
ing one containing two children — were
brought on car rooftops to a mosque in the
poor northern Baghdad neighborhood of
Hurriyah.

Narrow alleyways in the dusty residen-
tial area were crammed with people who
followed the procession to the mosque for a
prayer service.

The U.S. military has launched an inves-

tigation into Thursday night’s accident in
northern Baghdad between the tank and
the minibus, which was carrying revelers
back to Baghdad from a wedding. Nine Ira-
qis were killed and 10 others injured in the
accident, according to the military.

It was unclear where the ninth victim
was buried.

There were no U.S.
tary sald

. casualties, the mili-

forces also were

ing another fatal crash that occurred Fri-
day between an armored vehicle belonging
to forces from the Republic of Georgia and
a car carrying Iragis in Baqgouba, a city
north of Baghdad.

The U.S. military and Iraqi police said
two Iragis died in the accident and two
girls, aged 12 and five, were injured.
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In Iraq, confrontmg ‘the silent enemy’

Mental health pros say higgest
challenge in treating stress is
getting soldiers to ask for help

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD

he 2nd Medical Brigade,

‘which oversees nearly all

medical operations in

Iraq, is chipping away at

the barrier that keeps soldiers

from seeking treatment for com-
bat stress.

It’s a fight Army social work-
ers, psychologists and psychia-
trists have been waging since
post-traumatic  stress  disorder
came into the spotlight following
the Vietnam War.

A recent post-deployment
screening conducted by the U.S.
military showed that more than
50 percent of servicemembers
were reluctant to seek treatment
for combat stress because they
feared it would affect their ca-
reers or future promotions.

But  mem-
bers of the bri-
gade’s Mental
Health  Sec-
tion and the
785th Combat 8
Stress Compa-
ny say nearly
all cases that
are  treated
never even go
into a soldier’s
medical file,
let alone his
personnel record.

“We don’t upload their file to
the promotion board to be looked
at,” said Maj. Geoffrey Grammer,
medical director for the 785th
Combat Stress Company in Bagh-
dad. “We’re not going to destroy
careers. [Information] is kept in
our files, but it is confidential. It
does not go into their personnel

Grammer

Mot course, commanders and
even peers may know that a sol-
dier was treated for combat

stress.
“Yeah, the  commanders
know,” said Col. Bob Evans, se-

nior clinician for the 785th Com-
bat Stress Company. “A lot of
them are appreciative of what we
can do to help their soldiers. They
become proud of the soldier’s
achievements.”

More than 95 percent of all sol-
diers treated for combat stress,
which includes stress caused by
family problems or even fatigue,
return to duty in a matter of days.

“[The commanders] see some-
body whose performance has sud-
denly gone way up, and say:
‘Wow, you really fixed this guy,’” ”
Evans said.

In most cases, like that of Staff
Sgt. Richard Williams, a mainte-
nance section chief from the 1st
Cavalry Division, the soldier is re-
turned to the same position he
held before treatment.

Only in rare cases where a sol-
dier poses a threat to himself or
others would he be placed in a dif-
ferent section or status, such as
under suicide watch or deemed

unable to carry a weapon, Evans
said

There are two to five reported
suicides each month in Iraq,
Grammer said. According to an
Army report released in March,
24 soldiers deployed to Kuwait
and Iraq committed suicide in
2003 — a rate of 17.3 per 100,000.
The overall Army suicide rate
during the same time period was
12.8 per 100,000 soldiers.

Williams was suffering from
anxiety attacks, a condition he
had before he deployed to Iraq.

“I had experienced this before
but dealt with it,” Williams said.
“It was becoming difficult to con-
centrate. I became aware that my
work performance was suffer-

ing”

Williams first talked to a chap-
lain, who suggested he try medica-
tion. He went to a nearby medical
clinic and was
put on the
wrong type of

medication.

§  After spend-
ing a night at
the 785th Com-
bat Stress
Company’s fit-
ness center,
and

medication,
Williams  was
able to return

Evans

to duty.

The fitness center refers more
to mental fitness than physical.
Soldiers spend up to five days at
the center for treatment and fol-
low a scheduled routine of physi-
cal training, chores and relax-
ation in a less intense environ-
ment.

Williams admitted the first step
to recovery was a big one.

“It was easy to preach to my sol-
diers that they can get help, but it
was not so easy taking my own ad-
vice,” Williams said. “I was being
a tremendous hypocrite. 1 had
told my soldiers that it was noth-
ing to be ashamed of or embar-
rassed by.”

Returning to his unit after treat-
ment was awkward, but Williams
said he quickly got back into the
swing of things.

“People looked at me funny for
a day or two,” he said. “I went up
to each of my soldiers individual-
1y and explained my situation. It
actually brought the team closer
together. We’re still a mainte-
nance team, but we’re also a sup-
port group. We're able to talk to
one another about these issues
that everybody here

Williams is one of many suc-
cess stories of the mental health
staffs throughout the theater. But
other would-be successes are not
coming forward with their prob-
lems. The 2nd Medical Brigade
and combat stress companies are
trying to change that by reaching
out to the soldiers.

In an average 72-hour period,
combat stress staffs throughout

to seek help if they need it.

JEREMIAH JOHNSON/Couitesy of the U.S. Army

Soldiers search for weapons caches in Mosul, Iraq. The Army has sent a team of medical workers to Iraq to
help soldiers fight combat stress. The combat stress teams are hoping that soldiers will become more

for combat stress profession-

s.

The site, at www.mnf-iraq.
com/2ndmed/index.htm, was
a project three months in the
making.

Site eases access to combat stress help

BAGHDAD — Soldiers in Iraq can now find
help to deal with combat stress in a matter of min-
utes, if they have access to the Internet.

The 2nd Medical Brigade’s Mental Health Sec-
tion created the Help 4 Web site so soldiers in even
the most remote locations can get phone numbers

portunity to do

Help 4 phone numbers

The Help 4 Web site can be
reached at www.mnf-ira.com/
htm. For those

Whlle the site has ].mks lo
haplai d
victims’ assistance, the most
important tool to soldiers may
be the Help 4 You map.

A soldier can click any-
where on the map, and a page
comes up with phone numbers
to the closest combat stress
teams to that location.

“A combat stress [profes-
sional] answers and will say,
for example, ‘We’re half a mile

who don’t have access to the In-
ternet, the following phone lines
are manned 24 hours a day:
Northern Iraq:
DNVT 302-553-9525
Central Iraq:
DNVT 302-558-5546
Southern Iraq:
DNVT 318-822-1322

away from you; you can come to us or we’ll come
to you,’ ” said Capt. Jeffrey Greenlinger, a social
worker with the Mental Health Section.

“A soldier can talk about whatever, and that
[combat stress] person makes the decision wheth-
er they need treatment or just need to talk,”
Maj. Ronald Glaus, mental health psychologist.

The Web site allows soldiers to contact combat

need help.

said

stress professionals anonymously.
“They don’t have to let the commander know;
they can walk in,” Glaus said. “They have the op-
that.”
However, most of the soldiers treated for com-
bat stress, before the Web site was created, were

mental health articles and testimonials from sol-
diers who have received treatment for stress to en-
courage other soldiers to come forward if they

“I don’t want to hear a year from now that sol-
diers are going home and saying: ‘Yeah, I had prob-
lems in Iraq, but I didn’t know where to go to get
help,’” Glaus said.

referred by their commanders,
said Col. Mike Warvarovsky, the
section’s psychiatrist.

“We don’t want to bypass the
chain of command,” War-
varovsky said.

“We want to empower them
and make them more effec-
tive.”

Most of the site design was
done by Sgt. 1st Class James
McLeod, the section’s senior
noncommissioned officer.

“My biggest thing was to
make it as simple as possible so
that we don’t lose focus on what
we're trying to do with it,” McLe-
od said.

The site also includes links to

— Rick Emert

Iraq will conduct about 180 walk-
abouts, where they meet with
about 700 soldiers and talk to
them as a preventive measure.
That does not mean the staff
treats that many soldiers, only
that it speaks to them to get a feel
for how things are going.

“We get out there to make our-
selves more approachable,”

Grammer said. “If the soldiers
know us by name and face, they
are more likely to come by and
talk to us. The biggest focus for us
is seeing the people at all.”

The staff members see about
88 command referrals during a
typical 72-hour period, according
to Capt. Jeffrey Greenlinger, a so-
cial worker with the medical bri-

gade’s Mental Health Section.
Those are cases in which soldiers
are referred for treatment by
their commanders.

The staff also conducts classes
on combat stress symptoms and
relaxation techniques during that
time, Greenlinger added.

SEE STRESS ON PAGE 5
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Stress: Staff works to get help to troops who need it

STRESS, FROM PAGE 4
A group of 12 mental health pro-

health resources available to

em.
The combat stress staffs have

fessionals visit- months
ed the theater - talking to com-
last year and | Sjgns and symptoms | manders, pla-
identified ways f bat toon sergeants
to improve the of combat or and section
situation here. ional stress: hi it get-
Among them '_ ting soldiers the
was bringing in W Inability to sleep treatment  they
the 1908th and M Irritability need.
1835th Combat Fatigue Apparently,
Stress  detach- M Loss of appetite the word is get-
ni.)ents to addl B Depression ting out to the
S gﬁ]ﬂ) meftal | mDistant, haunted stare troops, like Sgt.
tealth  profes : Joseph Alonso,
sionals to the 60 Anxiety 478th Civil Af-
from the 785th W Jumpiness fairs Battalion,
already in Irag. M Loss of confidence and Spc. Christo-
. The 2nd Med- | Soyrce: and Medical pher  Sebren,
ical ~ Brigade 1-244th  Com-

also created the

Help 4 Web site, at www.mnf-iraq.
com/2ndmed/index.htm, to link sol-
diers up with the nearest mental

mand  Aviation

Battalion from the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard.
“I'haven’t gone through combat

stress; so far, things are going
pretty good,” Alonso said.

“The [rest and recuperation]
trips help, and the unit takes pret-
ty good care of us.”

But, Alonso added, he knows
how to get help if he needs it.

“The command keeps us pretty
well informed of numbers we can
call for help,” he said.

Sebren said he has experienced
stress during events such as mor-
tar attacks, but it subsides.

“After a few minutes it hits you
what really just happened, but
you try not to think about it too
much,” he said, adding that he
would seek treatment if he felt
the need, and that he was aware
of whom to contact for help.

“It’s no problem to find help
here,” he said.

Mental health staff members
20 out to even the most remote

s.
“We go in and develop relation-

P

ships with the soldiers,” said Maj.
David Rabb, 785th Combat Stress
Company commander. “Stress is
the silent enemy that can take peo-
ple down. It's important that peo-
ple do not isolate themselves.”
“It is like PMCS [a system of
maintenance checks performed

PP 44 You can’t run a Humvee all
day long and expect it to
keep going. Likewise, you
can’t run a soldier 12
hours a day for seven
days a week and expect
Rhim to hold up.9?

Maj. David Rabb

Commander, 785th Combat Stress Company

on Army vehicles] for soldiers,”
Evans said. “You can’t run a Hum-
vee all day long and expect it to
keep going. Likewise, you can’t
run a soldier 12 hours a day for
seven days a week and expect
him to hold up.”

E-mail Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Russia still refuses troops

MOSCOW — Iraqgi Foreign Minister
Hoshyar Zebari said on Saturday that
Baghdad would like to have Russian peace-
keepers, but the Kremlin restated its refus-
al to become involved in the messy con-
flict.

“We need Russian peacekeepers,” Ze-
bari said, according to the Interfax news
agency.

But Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said Moscow had no intention of be-
coming involved. “This issue wasn’t looked

into,” Lavrov said at a news conference.
“There are no such plans.”

Layroy Sald lhal Russia was willing to

ructur-

ing of its multlbllhon dollar debt through

the Paris Club of creditor nations and offer-

day with South Korean President Roh
Moo-hyun, officials said.

The king arrived in Seoul earlier Satur-
day for a three-day trip aimed at boosting
economic and other ties. After the summit,
lhe two governments signed treaties to pro-
tect and avoid double taxation.

ing economic assi and
training.
Jordon OKs S. Korea troops

SEOUL, South Korea — Jordan’s King
Abdullah II supported South Korea’s plans
to send 3,000 troops to Iraq in talks Satur-

Presldent Roh thanked the king for re-
confirming his support for our government
plans to send troops to Iraq,” Roh’s office
said in a statement.

South Korea plans to dispatch 3,000
troops to the town of Irbil in northern Iraq
next month, joining 600 troops currently

stationed in the country’s south.

Powell travel includes Mideast

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State
Colin Powell plans visits to Hungary,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Poland
next week. In the Middle East, Powell will
discuss the situation in Iraq, cooperation in
the war on terror and the opportunities cre-
ated by the proposed Israeli withdrawal
from Gaza, State Department spokesman
Richard Boucher said.

From The Associated Press
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GI awarded Silver Star for role in Iraq fight

Staff sergeant honored for gallantry under flre on Bagouba mission

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — A 1st Infantry
Division soldier was awarded the
Silver Star Medal in a ceremony
last week at Forward Operating
Base Gabe in Bagouba, Iraq.

Staff Sgt. Raymond Bittinger,
an infantryman from the 2nd Bat-
talion, 2nd Infantry Regiment
who is attached to ist Battalion,
6th Field Artillery Regiment, re-
ceived the award July 19 from the
1st Infantry Division command-
er, Maj. Gen. John R.S. Batiste.

Bittinger earned the award,
given for gallantry against enemy
forces, for his actions during a
mission to secure the governor’s
‘mansion April 9 in Bagouba and
Behriz.

When Bittinger’s Bradley Fight-
ing Vehicle, along with several
other Bradleys, were given the
order to break contact with the
enemy, Bittinger’s Bradley pro-
vided cover while other vehicles
moved safely out of the area.

His Bradley was fired upon by
three rocket-propelled grenades,
one of which directly hit the vehi-
cle and killed its gunner, Spc.
Allen Vandayburg.

returning to a dismounted line
unit.

“A few people really wanted to
go out,” Bridges said. “I had expe-
rience driving and said I wanted
todoit”

Despite being hit by an impro-
vised explosive device en route,
the crew killed five insurgents
and wounded four. In the earlier
mission, Bittinger’s crew killed at
least 10 insurgents, according to
information provided by the unit.

Bridges said Bittinger was de-
serving of the award.

“It was great; I think he really
deserved it,” Bridges said. “He
did a good job out there.”

The Silver Star Medal is the Ar-
my’s fourth highest award, sur-
passed only by the Medal of
Honor, Distinguished Service
Cross and Distinguished Service
Medal. Since the war in Iraq
began last March, 124 soldiers
had been awarded the Silver Star
as of May 31. By comparison,
had earned the Bronze Star
Medal for valor over the same pe-
riod.

Vandayburg was awarded the
Bronze Star posthumously.

Bridges, Plata and Bittinger re-
main on the same crew more than
three months after the incidents

The multiple blasts also
knocked the driver, Spc. Daniel
Plata, then a private first class, un-
conscious and stunned Bittinger,
according to a description of the
events provided by Bittinger’s
unit. Bittinger continued to fight
and move out of the area to get
Vandayburg medical attention.

“[Vandayburg] fell over, and I
realized he was hit,” Bittinger
said. “He was bleeding from his
side, and I didn’t want to move
him because I thought it might be
aback injury. I hoped he was just
unconscious.”

Bittinger said he learned later
from the medical staff at Forward
Operating Base Warhorse that
‘Vandayburg had probably died in-
stantly in the explosion.

That evening, Bittinger's re-
ceived orders to engage insur-
gents in the center of Baqouba.

He didn’t hesitate.

“Pm an infantryman,” he said.
“I still had a mission to accom-

plish.”

The soldiers in his unit were hit
hard by Vandayburg’s death,
though.

“The guys were bent over; they
were crying,” Bittinger said.
“They were very upset.”

Still, Bittinger called for two
volunteers to join him in the Brad-
ley for the next mission.

“We were going back on the at-

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army
Col. Dana J.H. Pittard, 3rd Brigade Combat Team commander, salutes Staff Sgt. Raymond Bittinger, of the
2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment, at Forward Operating Base Gabe near Baqouba, Iraq, last week. Bit-
tinger was awarded the Silver Star Medal for gallantry against enemy forces during a mission April 9.

tack, and I needed a driver and
gunner,” Bittinger said. “More
volunteered than I needed to take
with me.”

Plata, the driver on the previ-
ous mission, was gunner for the
next one. Pfc. Joshua Bridges, a
private at the time, was the Brad-
ley’s driver.

Bridges was a Bradley driver
for eight months last year before

of April 9.

“It really brought us together
as a team,” Bridges said.

Bittinger said he was only
doing his job — granted, a job that
can be tough on most days.

“Basically, I just wanted to stop
them. I wasn’t thinking about any-
thing else,” said Bittinger, who
was surprised to be awarded the
medal. “We’re here trying to keep
peace, and you have all these peo-
ple who suddenly want to kill you.
It's amazing how quickly they can
turn on you.”

E Emert
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Idea to extend Guard past 2 years met with disfavor

BY SIG CHRISTENSON
San Antonio Express-News

BAGHDAD — A Pentagon plan to extend
the tours of part-time troops on active duty
in Iraq met with a resounding thumbs down
Thursday from National Guard soldiers
here.

Troops attached to the Fort Hood-based
1st Cavalry Division said extending Nation-
al Guard and Reserve tours beyond a
two-year limit set by the Defense Depart-
ment would strain their families and possi-
bly even jeopardize jobs.

“Im getting out the first opportunity I
get. I didn't sign up to be away from my fam-
ily for two years unless something cata-
strophic happened, and what's going on
here in Iraq is not what the National Guard
is for,” said Staff Sgt. William Hardin, a
12-year veteran of the Arkansas National
Guard.

“They need to draft folks and send me
home,” said Sgt. Larry Cooks, a 46-year-old
forklift operator from Stamps, Ark.

Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman
said the Army had dropped the proposal,
which became a hot topic of discussion
among Arkansas Guard members here at
Forward Operating Base Warrior after it

Plan dropped by Army, while Arkansas Guard
troops vent frustrations over long deployments

was detailed in Thursday’s edition of Stars
and Stripes.

He said the plan only would have affected
the 39th Brigade Combat Team.

About 450 members with the team in
Taji, north of Baghdad in the Sunni Trian-
gle, came to Iraq in April after six months’
peacekeeping duty in the Sinai desert and
are due to return home this fall.

Arkansas Guard Sgt. Joe James was glad
to hear the Pentagon had dropped the idea,
but he and other soldiers agreed there are
no guarantees they won't stay in Iraq long-
er.

“They’ve told us so many different sto-
ries, it's not even funny,” James, a 20-year
veteran, said at a ribbon-cutting ceremony
for a recreation center in Baghdad's Interna-
tional Zone.

A Los Angeles Times story in Stars and
Stripes said the 39th Brigade troops would
hit the 24-month point in September and
that its commander, Brig. Gen. Ronald
Chastain, asked the Pentagon to extend
their tours. Army Chief of Staff Peter Schoo-
maker and Defense Secretary Donald

Rumsfeld confirmed the idea was under
consideration, but they insisted no decision
had been made.

Hardin, 34, of Magnolia, Ark., conceded
he has only himself to blame for joining and
staying in the Guard. But, he added, this is
his last tour.

Family ties were on the minds of many, in-
cluding one high school football coach.

“If they extend two years, that’s crazy,”
said Cpl. Chad Spradlin, 26, of Hot Springs,
Ark. “You might as well kiss your family life
goodbye.”

Two soldiers in his squad were forced to
leave college on the eve of their gradua-
tions.

Sgt. Seth Collins, 24, of Prescott, Ark.,
was halfway though his final semester at
Henderson State University when he left Ar-
kansas for training at Fort Hood. He was
later kept in uniform after the Army
blocked his scheduled discharge under its
“stop-loss” program.

“Yes, we are in the Army; yes, we have
military obligations,” said Collins, 24, of
Prescott, Ark. “We've fulfilled that. But un-

&k ’m getting out the first
opportunity I get. I
didn’t sign up to be

away from my family
for two years unless

something
catastrophic
happened, and what’s
going on here in Iraq
is not what the
National Guard is for. 9y

Staff Sgt. William Hardin
12-year veteran of Ark. National Guard

like the regular Army, which is their job
every single day, we have civilian jobs and
civilian lives. So pretty much what you're
doing is flipping a switch on your life.

“You go from daylight to dark and you
start over again.”

Reprinted with permission from San Antonio
press-News
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Above: Well-wishers turned out in force to welcome nearly 300 troops
from the 4th Brigade, 1st Armored Division, based in Hanau, Germany.
Right: The crowd roared as the troops marched into an aircraft hangar

on Fliegerhorst Casern in Hanau.
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There’s no place like home for 1st AD troops

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

HANAU, Germany — Looking
up at her dad, Kayla Krings
wiped the tears from her eyes as
she began to ponder the question.

It seemed the more Kayla
thought about what it was she
wanted to do with her father, now
that he is home, the more choked
up she became.

“Everything,” the 9-year-old
said, glancing back up at her fa-
ther, Maj. Troy Krings, 2nd Bat-
talion, S01st Aviation Regiment.
“I want to do everything.”

Making up for lost time is some-
thing a lot of people affiliated
with the 1st Armored Division
can identify with in these heady
days of homecoming ceremonies.

Two hours before Krings and
the other honored guests
marched into view, Trisha Wilson
and a few friends sat waiting in
an empty aircraft hangar in
Hanau.

“T've got butterflies,” Wilson
said, referring to her husband,
Sgt. Donta Wilson, 69th Chemical
Company. “It’s like 'm meeting
him all over again.”

Seated near Wilson was Capt.

Sara Mann. For an hour or so,
Capt. Nathan Mann and his wife
had been sending messages to
each other via cell phones.

“Some of them I can’t share,”
Mann said with a lover’s grin.

“Oh,” Mann called out to the
group after reading the latest up-
date, “they’re in a [traffic jam]
now.”

Fortunately, the buses ferrying
the lucky contingent of 4th Bri-
gade troops from Rhein-Main Air
Base to Fliegerhorst Casern
didn’t get stuck in traffic for too
long. Shortly after 2 am., the
buses pulled up to another han-

Messages

We all lave you and are so proud of
you here at home. Would lave to
hear from you. We pray for all of “our

soldiers™,

May you all stay safe and our prayers

To All Troops
for your Unselfishness, Bravery and
Courage!

Steininger (Katy, Tx)

fort you all somehonw, This is ittle small town
USA where 1 live and we are all suppartive of
you. You are in my heart, Love truly, Cindy
Denning

God bless you guys and come home
* safe.

. Take pride and persevere. Love Mom

: Weare deeply grateful

are with you and your familics. Thank
you again. Sincerely, Brenda & Ashley

Dear boys, every waking hour | won-
der how you all are. How much I care
and wish T was there to help or com-

of Support

Johnay Lee, [ don't know if you'll get
this but [ hopeso. Just wanted to let
you know that you're being prayed for

and we all hape you come back hame safely to
Texas. We miss you so stay safe, Karrie
Wagner

. Sano, We are proud of you for serv-
ing God and Country, Your Mom
and Dad miss you much. Take care

of yourself and fellow Marines. ]. Abn from
Tempe, AZ

Dear Miitary Person: We are so

Proud of YOU and all that YOU are

doing to keep the United States of
America Free” and "Safe.” To us YOU are all
k we your sacri be
there, We love YOU. We pray this war will be
‘over very Soon SO you can come back home o
your friends and loved ones. God Bless and
keep YOU safe and God Bless AMERICA |

gar on post, one used to collect
weapons, computers and other
sensitive items.

Given all they've gone through
in Iraq over the past 15 months,
the troops were remarkably sub-
dued. While there was some

quarters people, the chemical
company, the 127th Aviation Sup-
port Battalion, and the 1st and
2nd Battalions of the S01st —
lined up for some last-minute in-
structions.

The march between the two
hangars to only a few

laughter and ‘most
of the soldiers looked dog-tired
from the daylong odyssey.
“They’ve been in the pipeline so
long, they’re kind of numb,” said
Maj. Blake Burslie, the brigade’s
rear detachment commander.

Before the troops could
progress to the next stage — re-
union with family and friends —
they had to turn in their weapons,
computers and other gear, such
as night-vision goggles.

Sgt. Paul Mayer and several
other soldiers pumped their fists
into the air after the Army formal-
ly relieved them of their M-16
rifle, something that rarely left
their side for long.

“Pm happy,” said Pfc. Terrell
Pulliam, referring to the separa-
tion. “I hate that thing.”

It took Capt. Jake Landry, who
was overseeing the process, and
the roughly 100 soldiers who
were supporting the effort, about
an hour to clear all 299 soldiers.

Soon, flags were being unfurled
and gear was being thrown back
on for the mission’s final march.
The five units on hand — the head-

hundred yards, but in many ways
it signified a breaching of two
worlds: one of chaos and caution
to one of comfort and care.

As the soldiers rounded a cor-
ner, the soft sound of soles slap-
ping asphalt was gradually over-
taken by the melody of Lee Green-
wood’s song, “God Bless the

“When you hear the noise,” Sgt.
Maj. William McNeal said to lhe
troops as they neared the hang:

“I need you to hold tight [wllh
your emuuuns] for just a while
long

Out of the shadows, the soldiers
soon stepped into the glow of
bright lights, which grew in inten-
sity the closer they got to their
destination. As McNeal predict-
ed, the crowd erupted in cheers
and screams as row upon row of
soldiers marched into the hangar.

Asked after the brief ceremony
where his thoughts were at that
moment, Sgt. Gregory Roby, with
wife and daughter at his side,
smiled and said: “It’s not in Irag.
Tl tell you that.”

E-mail Kevin Dougherty
GoughertykBmal,sstrpes.osdmil

Sgt. Gregory Roby, of Company A, 127th Aviation Support Battalion,
gets reacquainted with wife Cara and 3-year-old daughter Kaitlynn at a
welcome home ceremony in Hanau, Germany, early Saturday morning.
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Relay station causing fear in Gr

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

GRIESHEIM, Germany — The
‘woman backed up from the order
window, warily, slowly, nearly
backing into the cash register of
her cigarette kiosk.

She didn’t know anything about
the rise of the orbs, she said. She
had no opinion on them, either.

Then she offered the same ad-
vice given by the nodding old
man nursing a bottled beer be-
side the sidewalk: “Talk to the po-
lice.”

Griesheim is home to 25,000
people, a dozing main street of
dormered shops and an annual
festival in praise of the onion. It
also now sits next to Project ICE-
box, a U.S. military communica-
tions station set to go online at full
capability sometime next month.

e Improved  Collection
Equipment, with polished green
globes like plump olives, has
caused both paranoid murmurs
and outright indignation since the
announcement last year of their
arrival.

They read our e-mail and tap
our telephones, some residents
say. The mayor wonders whether
they spy on German industry.
Young parents who feel they live
t00 close to the orbs are selling
their homes, fearing radiation
and mutation.

Rita Capodiferro, a neighbor
who belongs to a citizens’ move-
‘ment opposed to the orbs, worries
her neighborhood will become a
target of al-Qaida. The town hall
has already logged 1,700 signa-
tures opposing the project, and
Capodiferro said her group has
since gotten about 3,000 more.

Activists have distributed leaf-
lets announcing “Big Brother is
Watching You” and accusing the
orbs of working for the “STASI of
the free world,” a reference to
East Germany’s notorious domes-
tic spy net.

“We're afraid,” said Capodifer-

ro, a mother of four. “And we
have no idea of what kind of radia-
tion there is.”

The relay has been operating
since May with some temporary
mobile components. Town offi-
cials say the military has told
them the site would be fully opera-
tional with permanent equipment
next month.

The U.S. mil-
itary an-
nounced it
would  erect
the relay last
year as part of
its move of in- [
telligence as-
sets from the
Bad Aibling
area in Bavar-

ia.

But though

e
moved from Bavaria along with
the Army’s 66th Military Intelli-
gence Group, that unit'’s deputy
commander said the orbs aren’t
his. Instead, Lt. Col. Allan Coville
directed calls to U.S. Navy Eu-
rope in London, which staffs the
relay.

There, Lt. Cmdr. Terrence Dud-
ley said the orbs pose no threat,
despite their B-movie, lunar-out-
post look.

“There’s no radiation. It's not a
radar facility,” Dudley said. “We
have said in the past we have com-
plied with all the local [health] re-
quirements.”

However, as to what the relays
do exactly, Dudley said he
couldn’t say.

“This is simply manned by the
U.S. Navy; it’s not a Navy facili-
ty,” he said, without elaborating.
“We don’t want to speak for it.”

Locals believe the relay sup-
plies data to the National Security
Agency, the intelligence brains
specializing in encrypting Ameri-
can secrets and listening in on for-
eign chatter.

The NSA’s headquarters at

Sunday, July 25, 2004

Fort Meade, Md., would not com-
ment.

“We have no information to pro-
vide,” an NSA spokesman said.
“This is a matter for the Navy.”

Opponents accuse the NSA of
snooping via Echelon, an automat-
ed network not acknowledged by
the United States but purportedly
run by it and Australia, Britain,
Canada and New Zealand. The
system allegedly scans not only
e-mail and telephone conversa-
tions but even faxes, looking for
flags and filtering them via artifi-
cial intelligence. If Echelon dis-
covers a threat, the message or
call in question is supposedly re-
ferred to a human.

The European Parliament has
issued reports concluding that
Echelon is real, and suggesting
that it targets civilian and com-
mercial traffic. The parliament
even encouraged Europeans to
encrypt their e-mails.

That sort of PR is the reason
protesters frequently target the
joint communications center at
Menwith Hill, England, which
Germans believe is sister to their
new orbs.

Griesheim’s mayor, Norbert
Leber, doesn't believe the relay is
radioactive. But he means to find
out.

“We will make a test,” Leber
said with a smile, “without telling
when it will be.”

Leber wishes the military had
asked him before selecting the
rural airfield. Though the field
borders homes and even a kinder-
garten in Griesheim, it technical-
ly lies within the limits of the
neighboring city of Darmstadt.
Leber said he never wanted to
stop the relay, but preferred a
more isolated spot in Griesheim,
away from houses.

Leber wonders, though, wheth-
er the relay engages in industrial
espionage.

“I think the instruments are so
good,” he said, “you can spy from

any position.”

The NSA has previously denied
it engages in commerecial spying.

Whatever the case, residents
complain that the military isn’t
telling them anything.

“They didn't say what they're
for,” Capodiferro said. “Why isn’t
it transparent?”

Several neighbors have sold
their homes, she said. Now she
wants to sell hers.

Capodiferro also complained
that the relay is about 200 yards
from a kindergarten.

“It’s ridiculous,” she said.

Inside the Kindergarten Spiel-
wiese — literally “Play Meadow”
— there were giggly kids and a
shaggy rocking horse, but no tots
with tin foil
hats.

“No,  we
have no prob-
lem,” said a
woman in

wouldn’t give

her  name.

“It’s all non-

sense.”

4 A woman
married to a
US.  soldier

staying in nearby military hous-

ing said she hadn’t even heard of
the hubbub.

“Nobody came here to ask ques-
tions or anything,” said Aylin
Minter, 24, while a little girl
splashed in a wading pool behind
her. “If it's really dangerous,
we’ll find out. That’s what I say.”

One of her German neighbors
remains spooked.

“Somebody makes a profit
from them,” said a white-haired
woman named Renate, specta-
cled atop a bicycle with baskets
fore and aft. “The mayor said
there’s no danger for health prob-
lems, but what does he know? ...
1t's horrifying. They look so big.”

The owner of a nearby shoe
box of a greasy spoon, slot ma-

Sauer

The communications
relay station built on
Darmstadt, Germany,
property is located near
a Griesheim housing area.
Some inhabitants are
concerned that the
station emits radiation,
some are afraid it listens
in on phone calls and
reads e-mails.

PHOTOS BY PETER JAEGER
Stars and Stripes

] I n
chines blinking and blooping in
the background, was unfazed.

Wolfgang ~ Sauer
“They’re against an electric plug
in the wall.”

But one employee was worried
about Griesheim’s new notoriety.

afraid of terrorism,”
Mans Bubic said. “And [Lhe
relay] is very powerful. There’s
only another one in England.”

Despite the Orwellian angst, Ca-
podiferro said she’s not against
the Americans. She has fond
‘memories of visiting a U.S. base
as a young girl, gasping at fire-
works on the Fourth of July. She
said her anti-globes group even
kicked out an anti-American ac-
tivist.

She nonetheless wants the ICE
to melt away, though she thinks
those orbs have landed for good.

“In the beginning, there was a
great concern, but now there’s
resignation,” Capodiferro said.
“You can’t do anything about it.”
E-mail reporter Ward Sanderson
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Messages of S

To all those pro-
tecting the United
States of America!

This Hershey, PA Family just
wants to say thank you for all
that you do. We appreciate
your sacrifices and pray for
your safe keeping until you
come home. We also appreci-
ate the sacrifices of your fam-
ilies. You are all heroes ta us!
Stay strong for you are doing
a job that needs to be done
and may God hless you and
keep you safe.
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Engine fire caused fatal Sigonella crash

Helicopter crashed in July 2003, killing 4

BY KENDRA HELMER
Stars and Stripes

An engine fire is to blame for
last July’s fatal helicopter crash
in Sigonella, Sicily, according to
an investigation report received
last week by Stars and Stripes.

The MH-53E’s No. 2 engine
caught fire after it stalled due to
foreign-object damage, according
to the judge advocate general
final investigation report. Com-
mander, Naval Air Force U.S. At-
lantic Fleet released the report,
completed last month, to Stars
and Stripes.

No one survived the July 16,
2003, crash.

The Heavy Helicopter Combat
Support Squadron Four crew in-
cluded the squadron’s executive
officer, Cmdr. Kevin A. Bianchi,
40, from Maplewood, N.J.; Lt.
Peter Ober, 27, a pilot from Jack-
sonville, Fla; Petty Officer 1st
Class Brian P. Gibson, 33, an avia-
tion structural mechanic from
Greenwood, Va.; and Petty Offic-
er 3rd Class Samuel Cox, 21, an
aviation_electrician’s mate from
Duluth, Minn.

Ober, the pilot, had 664 flight
hours and was described in the re-
port as an “above average and
competent aviator.” The report
states Bianchi, the co-pilot with

b \\/

2,630 flight hours, was a “highly
respected and competent avia-
tor.”

Detailed are the final radio
transmissions of the crew, who
were on a routine training mis-
sion on a clear day:

Bianchi: “GCA [ground control
approach] ”

r: “Alright, coming down
fai

Bianchi: “We are declaring an
emergency at this time.”

The final transmission came 10
seconds later, at about 5 p.m. It
isn’t clear who was speaking. “We
are on fire, a main transmission,
we're landing on a field 10 miles
on the 280.”

According to the report, when
the emergency was declared, the
Sea Dragon’s altitude was about
2,900 feet. It started descending
but appeared to level off at 1,900
feet for six to 12 seconds, then
continued to descend.

Witnesses reported seeing it fly
at low altitude and slow airspeed
in a controlled flight before it
landed hard and fast on a pond
embankment about 10 miles
west-southwest of Naval Air Sta-
tion Sigonella.

Ober and Bianchi died of
blunt-force injuries, burns and
smoke inhalation.

Gibson and Cox died of

Pentagon releases Bush’s
72 Guard payroll records

BY MATT KELLEY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Newly dis-
covered payroll records from
President Bush’s 1972 service in
the Alabama National Guard
shed no new light on the future
president’s activities during that
summer.

A Pentagon official said Friday
the earlier contention that the
records were destroyed was an
“inadvertent oversight.”

Like records disclosed earlier
by the White House, the newly re-
leased computerized payroll
records show no indication Bush
drilled with the Alabama unit dur-
ing July, August and

he could work on the U.S. Senate
campaign of a family friend. The
payroll records do not say defini-
tively whether Bush attended
training that summer because
they are maintained separately
from attendance records.

White House spokesman Trent
Duffy said Bush kept his service
commitments, pointing to the fact
that Bush was honorably dis-
charged in 1973. The White
House says Bush attended
enough training during other
months in 1972 to fulfill his ser-
vice commitment for that year.

The release came days before
Democrats began their national
convention in Boston to officially
nommate Sen. John Kerry as

of 1972. Pay records covering all
of 1972, released previously, also
indicated no guard service for
Bush during those three months.
The records do not give any
new information about Bush’s Na-
tional Guard training during
1972, when he transferred to the
Alabama National Guard unit so

their ili-
tary veterans are being tapped at
the convention to help tell Ker-
ry’s story as he prepares to accept
the party’s nomination next week.

A spokesman for the Democrat-
ic National Committee, Jano Ca-
brera, called the discovery Fri-
day of Bush’s records “highly
questionable.”

KENDRA HELMER/Stars and Stripes

MH-53E Sea Dragons from Heavy Helicopter Combat Support Squadron 4 rest on the flight line at Sigonella,

Si
helicopters.

blunt-force injuries.

The investigation found that
the crash was caused by a fire
that started after the No. 2 engine
stalled because of damage from
an An3 bolt.

The report noted that No. 2 en-
gines have a history of fire follow-
ing in-flight stalls or engine shut-
downs.

Other factors in the
crash were strong
winds and coordina-
tion between the cock-
pit and aircrew.

The report states
that while the men
died not due to their
own  misconduct,
“The actions of the
aircrew following the
in-flight emergency

‘may have contributed
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to the tragic outcome. ...”

According to the report, the pi-
lots passed up several suitable
landing sights instead of landing
immediately according to proce-
dure. The report also said the
crew failed to increase power to
arrest the 99-foot-long copter’s de-
scent prior to impact.

The one-year anniversary of
the crash recently was recog-
nized by the squadron with a ser-
vice of remembrance, said Cmdr.
Greg Adair, squadron command-

“I kind of like to think we honor
their memories by continuing on
and taking care of our mission,”
he said in a telephone interview
from Sicily.

Rita Barrie, Bianchi’s wife,
said she appreciated the Navy
and community support she and
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, last year. A report was released recently on the cause of the July 2003 crash of one of the Sigonella

their three young children re-
ceived after his death.

Barrie said she wants to encour-
age military families to financial-
ly prepare for tragedies.

“Always be prepared for what
you think never may will hap-
pen,” she said in a telephone inter-
view from Gladwyne, Pa. “It’s a
horrible thing to think about, but
if you want to have your family
taken care of, you really need to
protect yourself beyond what the
government is going to give you.
.. It's not enough to keep you fi-
nancially stable for a lifetime.”

She said she especially thought
it would never happen to her be-
cause her husband had lost his
brother in a helicopter crash.

“Obviously, it can happen to
anyone,” she said.

E-mail Kendra Helmer at:
helmerk@mail estripes.osd.mil

Support
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Militants
torch, trash
Palestinian
police station

BY MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH
The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Militants raided a Palestinian po-
lice station and a local govern-
ment office on Saturday, as un-
rest in the Gaza Strip went into a
second week despite efforts by
Yasser Arafat to defuse mounting
discontent with his grip on power.

Arafat, in his first public ap-
pearance since the outbreak of
demonstrations against his re-
gime, denied he is facing a crisis
and renewed his pledge to give
more authority to his prime minis-
ter.

But the continuing violence in
Gaza signaled skepticism over
Arafat’s promises of reform, and
there was no indication that his
standoff with Prime Minister
Ahmed Qureia and the Palestin-
ian Cabinet was lessening.

“No, no, there is no crisis,” said
Arafat, facing a bank of micro-
phones after meeting Arab diplo-
mats in his headquarters.

Arafat has refused to accept
the resignation of Qureia, who
complained that he lacked the
tools to deal with the unrest or the

Palestinian residents and police inspect the burned police station in the
southern Gaza Strip town of Zwaida, Israel, on Saturday. Officials said
unidentified militants broke into the empty station in the dark hours of

the mor
the bui

g on fire, in an apparent protest against i

g, pouring gasoline on mattresses and blankets and setting

NATO orders more
peacekeeping forces
for Afghan elections

BY PAUL GEITNER
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — After
months of delay, NATO has or-
dered hundreds more peacekeep-
ers to Afghanistan to help provide
security during presidential elec-
tions, but the deployment still ap-
peared to fall short of 3,500
troops that were promised.
NATO ambassadors meeting
late Friday approved two more
i for i

spokesman for the NATO-led
peacekeeping force in the Afghan
capital of Kabul, said a third bat-
talion would be on standby as
part of a Reserve contingent out-
side the country.

He said the alliance had yet to
decide which countries would
supply the reserve force but in-
sisted “NATO has not failed in
meeting its commitment.”

US. Ambassador Nicholas
Bums called the reinforcements

ian leader

Yasser Arafat's lack of reform of the security services.

corruption that is rife in the Pales-
tinian Authority.

In Gaza on Saturday, militants
torched an empty Palestinian po-
lice station south of Gaza City be-
fore dawn in the town of Zwaida,
about 4 miles south of Gaza City,
pouring gasoline on mattresses
and blankets and setting the build-
ing alight.

The fire also damaged the town
council on an upper story of the

building, which had recently
been renovated with donations
from the Danish government.

No one was injured, officials
said, but police files, computers
and communications equipment
were destroyed. No group imme-
diately claimed responsibility.

Ahmed Abu Zaid, the mayor of
the town, said the purpose of the
raid appeared to be to “spread
lawlessness and terror among the
people.”

one
each from Italy and Spain. A bat-
talion has between 600 and 1,000
soldiers.

The alliance also cleared anoth-
er 500 or so troops to beef up pro-
vincial reconstruction teams. As-
suming the battalions were large,
that would still make only 2,500
troops.

“We need a little bit more to get
03,500,” said Lt. Col. Ludger Ter-
brueggen, spokesman at NATO’s
military headquarters in south-
ern Beigium.

Cmdr. Chris Henderson, a

step in the efforts of
the international community to
help the Afghan people.”

NATO took command of the in-
ternational peacekeeping force in
Afghanistan last summer. It cur-
rently has some 6,500 troops
there, about half from Germany
and Canada.

The troops from Italy and
Spain will arrive in Afghanistan
by September and remain for
about two months, NATO Secre-
tary-General Jaap de Hoop Schef-
fer said in a statement. The elec-
tion is planned for Oct. 9.
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Security shield offers
defense for Olympics

BY DEREK GATOPOULOS
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Months be-
hind schedule and millions over
budget, Athens is finally ready to
spy on the Olympics.

A vast network of street camer-
as, surveillance vans, underwater
sensors and a blimp bristling with
ultra-sensitive monitors was de-
clared operational Friday —
three weeks before the games
begin and a day after the Olympic
Village opened.

The $312 million surveillance
system was supposed to be ready
May 28, but there were delays in
installation, blamed on construc-
tion setbacks at Olympic venues,
including the main stadium.

Overall security for the Aug.
13-29 games is costing three
times more than planned. Greece
initially was to spend $600 million
on security, but that has soared to
a record $1.5 billion operation to
thwart a possible terrorist attack.

Athens also has been getting se-
curity help from the United
States, Britain, Israel and other
countries, and NATO will send
air and sea patrols and experts in
biochemical weapons.

Alliance officials ~confirmed
this week that Greece is seeking

additional counterterrorism assis-
tance — a request likely to
ceive summary approval — in-
cluding 400 elite troops from the
United States.

“Greece is ready,” Premier Cos-
tas Caramanlis said Friday.
“Greece will host ... absolutely
successful games in conditions of
supreme safety.”

That’s quite a promise for the
first summer Olympics after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Earlier
this year, fears of attacks in Eu-
rope increased dramatically after
terrorist bombings in Madrid and
Istanbul, Turkey.

Greece also is close to many of
the world’s hot spots — including
the Balkans and the Middle East,
and is troubled by local anar-
chists and other radical groups.

“We have considered every pos-
sible scenario,” Public Order Min-
ister Giorgos Voulgarakis said.

The security shield was devel-
oped by Pentagon contractor Sci-
ence Applications International
Corp. Companies in the consor-
tium include Germany’s Siemens
AG; General Dynamics of Falls
Church, Va; New Jersey-based
Honeywell International, and the
Israeli company Elbit Systems.
Several Greek companies also
are participating.

AP

A police officer stands in front of a U.S.-Swiss airship at an old airfield
in Athens on Thursday. The airship, fitted with cameras and sensors,
will help provide security at the Olympics.

It encompasses everything
from iris scanners that check the
identities of airport employees to
large X-ray machines capable of
looking through entire trucks.
There are microphones listening
for underwater swimmers in
ports, and cameras that can recog-
nize the sound of a gunshot and
automatically zoom in on it.

Fed into a security command
center, images and audio will
stream from more than 1,000 cam-
eras in venues and main streets,
police helicopters, spy planes and
on an airship that began floating
over Athens on Friday.

The blimp also is fitted with
chemical “sniffers” and other se-
cretive sensors. It will help au-
thorities ~ communicate  with

70,000 police and troops on the
streets

Added to the surveillance sys-
tem will be an extensive array of
physical barriers, including double
perimeter fences around key ven-
ues and concrete barriers for car
bomb attacks. NATO AWACS sur-
veillance plans will help maintain
ano-fly zone over Athens, while Pa-
triot missiles may be called on to
shoot down rogue planes.

The Olympic Village, which
opens July 30, will have police
checkpoints up to two miles from
the entrance, 24-hour patrols, mo-
tion sensors and the truck-scan-
ning X-ray. The security system
will be partially tested Sunday
during a police exercise to man-
age traffic between the city’s
main Olympic venues.

IRA founder
dead at 84

The Associated Press

DUBLIN, Ireland — Joe Cahill,
a founding father of the modern
Irish Republican Army who once
narrowly avoided the hangman’s
noose, has died, the TRA-linked
Sinn Fein party announced Satur-
day. He was 84.

Cahill died Friday in his Bel-
fast home after suffering for
years from asbestosis, a lung-rav-
aging condition he acquired
while working in Belfast's Har-
land & Wolff shipyards in the
1950s.

Cahill was the first Belfast com-
mander of the modern “Provision-
al” wing of the IRA founded in De-
cember 1969, the year that North-
ern Ireland descended into de-
cades of civil unrest.

He also was the principal men-
tor of Sinn Fein leader Gerry
Adams, who, as an IRA member,
served under Cahills direct com-
mand in the early 1970s, when
the IRA began killing British sol-
diers and police and bombing
towns and cities in Northern Ire-
land and England.

“Joe Cahill spent a lifetime in
struggle. He was both a leader
and a servant of the republican
cause,” Adams said Saturday.

Sinn Fein said Cahill would be
buried Tuesday in Milltown Cem-
etery in west Belfast, the final
resting place for scores of IRA
members, after services at near-
by St. Paul’s Catholic Church.

He is survived by his wife,
Annie, and seven children.
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German police raid Islamic
areas seeking terror clues

The Associated Press

STUTTGART, Germany —

mosques and Muslim community centers in two
southern German states Friday in what authorities
said was an attempt to learn more about extremist

networks.

Some 400 police officers searched 18 buildings in
Baden-Wuerttemberg, checking occupants’ papers
as part of attempts to track Islamic extremists, the
state Interior Ministry said in a statement.

“The goal is to continue an intensive fight against
criminal Islamists and to uncover the networked
structures of Islamic extremists and terrorists,” the

statement said.

Authorities announced no arrests.

In parallel raids in neighboring Rhineland-Palati-

Police raided

“With the

nate, some 230 police officers questioned 235 peo-
ple and searched 102 vehicles.

Five people were taken into custody on suspicion
of being in Germany illegally.
e background of the recent attacks in

Madrid and Irag, security authorities believe there

ment.

is a high potential of Islamist and extremist offend-
ers also in Germany,”

state police said in a state-

The raids are the latest in a series by German po-
lice. Most recently, police in Cologne on July 15
searched an Islamic cultural center and mosque
after receiving a tip that it was being used to form a
radical Islamic network.

No arrests were made and police said there was
“no hint that attacks were being planned.”

Pantheon for sale: Rome’s landmarks
are now prestigious advertising space

BY L1z SLY
Chicago Tribune

ROME — There’s a lovely 16th
century church at the top of the
Spanish Steps — Rome’s premier
gathering spot for tourists — but
if you’re visiting Rome this sum-
mer, you won't be able to see it.

That’s because it’s been draped
in a giant advertisement for L'O-
real beauty products, the latest in
aseries of controversial ads to ob-
scure the ancient city’s monu-
ments.

There’s also a big bottle of
shampoo covering up one end of
the 15th century Campo di Fiori,
an outsized Vespa scooter zoom-
ing across a facade behind the Pi-
azza Navona, and the Piazza di
Spagna is dominated by a banner
promoting coffee.

Soon, Rome’s beloved Panthe-
on, the former pagan temple that
has survived through the ages in
the heart of the city, will become
the first Roman antiquity to be
covered with ads.

Cellular phone companies have
expressed great interest in the
prestigious advertising space, ac-
cording to Interpromos, the agen-
cy that has signed a six-figure
deal to promote the marketing
merits of the 2,000-year-old
domed structure.

Advocates of the ads say it’s all
for a good cause. Billboards have
become an increasingly common
sight on Rome’s monuments since
a 1997 law authorizing the sale of
advertising on scaffolding to cover
the costs of restoration work to the
city’s vast cultural heritage.

But when a 2,000-square-foot
lipstick ad featuring a huge pair of
red lips appeared in May across
the facade of the 15th century
Trinita dei Monti church, whose
position at the top of the Spanish
Steps gives it a commanding view
of the city, there was an outcry.

“It’s clearly an abuse, a terrible
abuse, which damages not only
the beauty of the city but the visi-
tors who come here to admire our
ancient monuments,” said Adri-
ano La Regina, the superinten-
dent of archaeology for Rome and
one of the most outspoken oppo-
nents of the policy.

Chicago Tribune

An advertisement for an internet company adorns a 1938 obelisk erect-

ed during the rule of Benito Mussolii

The city has decreed that the
ads must be “compatible” with
their environment and the L'Ore-
al banner has been toned down.

But the furor has stirred a de-
bate about the advertising.

nother building long ob-
scured from public view is the 7th
century San Silvestrino Church,
an English-language church in
Rome, owned by the Interior Min-
istry. The church’s facade was
crumbling, and Father Dennis
O’Brien, San Silvestrino’s Irish
rector, said he was not averse in
principle to the idea of using ad-
vertising to pay for the work.

The scaffolding has been up for
more than a year, and the work is
nowhere near completion, he said.
In the meantime, ads for the Tuni-
sian tourist board and a perfume
retailer are among those that have
been hung on the church.

“It’s been a very negative expe-
rience, and I don’t know when it’s
going to end,” O’Brien said.

in Rome, Italy.

Examples such as this are fuel-
ing suspicions that even the own-
ers of buildings that do need re-
storing are exploiting the law to
make money. Proponents of the
policy acknowledge there have
been abuses, but say there is sim-
ply no choice if Rome is to main-
tain all its many ancient trea-
sures.

The Pantheon project will raise
$890,000 to cover the cost, and
the content of the advertising will
be tightly controlled, said Vanna
Mannucci, vice president of Italia
Nostra, an environmental agency
that is working to link up advertis-
ers with restoration projects.

La Regina is not convinced.

“The Pantheon doesn’t need re-
storing, and if there is work that
needs to be done, it will only take
a few days,” he said. “It would be
a correct policy if the real pur-
pose was restoration, but I'm not
sure that it is.

Professor Stephen Hawking makes a startling announcement about
black hole H\eory nl the Inhernahonal Conlerence on General Relativi-

ty and Gravi

Dublin.

Hawking flip-flops
on black hole theory

BY SHAWN POGATCHNIK
The Associated Press

DUBLIN, Ireland — After 29
years of thinking about it,
Stephen Hawking says he was
wrong about black holes.

The renowned Cambridge
University physicist presented a
paper Wednesday arguing that
black holes, the celestial vortex-
es formed from collapsed stars,
preserve traces of objects swal-
lowed up and eventually could
spit bits out “in a mangled
form.” Last week, in an inter-
view with the BBC, he revealed
he had changed his long-held
thinking on black holes.

Hawking’s radical new theory
caps his three-decade struggle
to explain a paradox in scientif-
ic thinking: How can objects re-
ally “disappear”
inside a black
hole and leave
no trace, as he
long  believed,
when subatomic

Stephen
Hawking said
he no longer

history of what a black hole has
taken in over the eons — by de-
coding what it emits.

“There is no baby universe
branching off [inside a black
hole], as I once thought. The in-
formation remains firmly in our
universe,” Hawking said in a
speech to about 800 physicists
and other scientists from 50 coun-
tries. “I'm sorry to disappoint sci-
ence fiction fans, but if informa-
tion is preserved, there is no pos-
sibility of using black holes to
travel to other universes.

“If you jump into a black hole,
your mass energy will be re-
turned to our universe, but in a
mangled form, which contains
the information about what you
were like, but in an unrecogniz-
able state.

Hawking's new theory pro-
duced waves of
skepticism and
puzzlement
from  leading
physics profes-
sors. Two in the

theory says mat- front row — Will-
ter can be trans- believes a iam Unruh of
formed but the University of
never fully de- theory that British  Colum-
stroyed? Hawk- bia and Robert
ing had previous- black holes Wald of the Uni-
ly insisted that ) versity of Chica-
black holes de- might offer go — shrugged
stroy all molecu- o and shook their
lar fingerprints  passage into heads in disbe-
of their contents . lief at Hawking.
and emit only another “Part of the
generic form of problem is he’s
radiation. unverse. providing so few

But details, so it's im-

‘Wednesday, at the 17th Interna-
tional Conference on General
Relativity and ~ Gravitation,
Hawking presented mind-bog-
gling new calculations that sug-
gest black holes are able to cast
out their contents — and that
there’s only one way in and one
way out.

Hawking, 62, said he no long-
er believes a 1980s theory that
black holes might offer passage
into another universe, a rival ex-
planation for ldentnfymg where
matter and energy go when con-
sumed by a black hole.

Hawking now sides with parti-
cle physicists who have long in-
sisted that any matter swal-
lowed by a black hole can’t just
disappear but must eventually
generate a specific output. The
latest theory offers hope that sci-
entists one day may identify the

possible to know whether we can
believe these calculations,”
Unruh said. “Stephen Hawking’s
not stupid, so we’re going to take
what he says seriously ... but the
whole theory we're hearmg
seems extremely speculative.”
Not long ago, Hawking was
Jjust as certain that black holes de-
stroyed whatever they took in. In
1997, he and Caltech physics
professor Kip Thorne made a
bet with particle physicist John
Preskill that “information swal-
lowed by a black hole is forever
hidden from the outside uni-
verse and can never be revealed

On Wednesday, Hawking
ended his lecture by saying he
had proved that Preskill was
right, and gave Preskill an ency-
clopedia on baseball as his re-
ward.
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Bush to heed 9/11 panel’s recommendations

BY PETE YOST
The Associated Press

CRAWFORD, Texas — With-
out promising what specific steps
he will take, President Bush is
committing his administration to
relying on the recommendations
of the Sept. 11 commission in wag-
ing the war on terrorism.

“The danger to America has
not passed,” Bush said Saturday
in his weekly radio address, cit-
ing the cautionary note sounded
this week by the commission
chalrman Thomas Kean.

But some officials oppose intelligence czar

trayed the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-
ists as creative and determined
while the nation they were prepar-
ing to strike was unprepared and
uncomprehending of the immi-
nent danger.

Legislation that would carry
out two of the report’s recommen-
dations will be the focus of an un-
usual round of hearings in August
while Congress is in recess.

“The 9/11 commission’s recom-

report the culmination of a
20-month  investigation, por-

will help guide our ef-
forts,” said the president. “We
will carefully examine all the

commission’s ideas on how we
can improve our ongoing efforts
to protect America and to prevent
another attack.”

Kean, a Republican, has left no
doubt what he thinks should be
done, saying that unless the pan-
el’'s recommendations are imple-
mented swiftly, “We’re more vul-
nerable to another terrorist at-
tack. We're in danger of just let-
ting things slide. Time is not on
our side.”

Bush has not said how quickly
the administration will act. Two

important administration offi-
cials, Homeland Security chief
‘Tom Ridge and acting CIA direc-
tor John McLaughlin, oppose a
Cabinet-level overseer of the i
telligence apparatus, saying im-
proving the current structure is
what is needed.

White House chief of staff An-
drew Card will undertake a Cabi-
net-level review of the proposals,
which will be examined at all lev-
els of government.

Bush insists all recommenda-
tions are on the table, while detail-
ing the steps already taken.

See related stories

on Page 14

He pointed to the dismantling
of terrorist cells from California
to Florida the removal of regimes
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“We have waged a steady, re-
lentless, determined war,” said
the president.

Bush said his administration
has provided $13 billion to equip
and train more than half a million
first responders in cities across
the country.

Agencies load
weapons with
‘green ammo’

BY RUSS BYNUM
The Associated Press

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — Officers
aim _their submachine guns at
small steel targets and fire short
bursts of bullets that, on impact,
disintegrate into copper-colored
dust.

So-called “green ammo” — bul-
lets made of iron, copper and
other metals less toxic than lead
— has become the norm at the
Federal Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center, essentially the na-
tion’s largest police academy.

Responsible for training the em-
ployees of 76 federal agencies,
from the Secret Service to the
U.S. Park Service police, the cen-
ter has virtually created a market
for unleaded ammunition that offi-
cials say poses fewer health and
environmental risks.

“This is one of the most signifi-
cant advances in police training
T've seen in my 20-plus-year ca-
reer,” said Mark Fritts, a senior
firearms instructor at the center.

AP

A pile of copper and zinc dust is what remains of 10 rounds of 40
caliber unleaded ammunition at the Federal Law Enforcement Training

Center in Glynco, Ga.

Made from compressed metal
particles, the ammo was intro-
duced at the center six years ago
and now makes up 75 percent of
the 20 million rounds fired annu-
ally at the center’s campuaeb in
Brunswick; Artesia, N.M,;
Charleston, S.C.; and Chelten-
ham, Md. The center, the nation’s
largest user of ammunition out-
side the military, started asking
manufacturers in 1994 to develop
bullets with no risk of injury to ca-

Stars and Stripes

dets from metal fragments when
fired at close range.

When manufacturers began de-
signing the bullets without lead,
the environmental benefits be-
came apparent. The center esti-
mates its switch to unleaded
ammo has eliminated some 70,000
pounds of lead waste .Since 1994,
the military has been phasing in
its own version of a “green bullet”
made of a tungsten composite
that’s suitable for combat.

| Calif. firefighters mull
closing national forests

BY JOHN ROGERS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Even as fire-
fighters contained major wild-
fires in southern California, au-
thorities contemplated drastic
steps to prevent more in what
could be another disastrous fire
season.

Angeles National Forest super-
visor Jody Noiron said Friday
that the onslaught of blazes was
unprecedented this early in the
fire season.

In the past week, wildfires de-
stroyed more than 48,000 acres of
dry brush and trees. A handful of
homes and other structures were
lost and thousands of residents
were evacuated.

If the hot, dry weather condi-
tions continue, forest officials
“may be faced with some very
tough decisions” to restrict use of
national forests or close them,
Noiron said.

Stanton Florea, a spokesman
for the national forest, said the clo-
sures are only one of many mea-
sures being eyed by fire officials.

“Its being discussed. There
are many other levels of fire re-
strictions that we’d go to prior to
that,” he said.

Those measures could include
restricting campfires and stoves
and closing at-risk areas, he said.

ith southern California in the
fifth year of a drought and tem-
peratures in the fire areas consis-
tently reaching the high 90s, fire-
fighters said it seemed more like
October — the height of fire sea-
son — than mid-July.

California saw its worst fire sea-
son ever last year, when a series
of gigantic blazes burned across
‘more than 750,000 acres, destroy-
ing 3,650 homes and Killing 24
people.

Those firestorms all came in
October — a time when brush
and timber, depnved of rain
throughout the region’s dry sum-
mers, are most susceptible to
fires driven by hot Santa Ana
winds.

Citing extreme fire danger, au-
thorities last year shut down the
Cleveland and Angeles national
forests and part of the San Bernar-
dino National Forest for a time.

Messages o

f Support

my thoughts and prayers and we hope you all hurry

Way to go troaps, don't know who will get

this but you are doing a fantastic job, 1t is so

wonderful to see the best of America doing
what they do, You are awesome, and we thank you for
all the you are doing, We have four family members in
the service, but don't know where any of them are so
send this to all the traops, just wanied you to know
that we love you all and are so proud of you. L.
Mintun, Oregon.

This is 4 message for my brother Ricky Joe

Angel and for all of the other troops. We are

very proud of what you are doing for our
country; and we stand behind you 100%. You are in

home soon.
Tim Helton from South Carolina

Just wanted to say "Thank you” for your
service, commitment and courage toward

keeping our country safe from terror and

freeing the Iraqi peaple from their evil dictator. All of

you are truly our Heroes!!  God will provide all you

need!  Bless You!
On behalf of my family and our vountry,
thank you! John Novick from California

Grectings! We are praying for your
protection daily. We claim no weapon
formed against you will prosper. We send

the angels to protect crew, carrier and equipment. We
stand on our faith in God. We send our love 10 all on
the USS Abraham especially our son Brandon. Thank
you for the sacrifice you are making for our freedom
and their relief from bondages and oppressi
appreciated and prayed for always. From Florida the
Chrisman/Baillie Family +G-Mom

Much thanks and appreciation for doing
what needs to be done. With prayers for a

speedy victory and safe return!

You are
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An FBI aerial photograph shows the crash site of hijacked United
Airlines Flight 93 in Shanksville, Pa., on Sept. 12, 2001.

Sept. 11 panel documents
scene onboard Flight 93

BY PETER SLEVIN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The scene
aboard the hijacked airliner
played out like a radio drama as
passengers tried to storm the
cockpit. Amid sounds of shouting,
screaming and breaking dishes,
one hijacker called to a partner at
the jet's controls, “Pull it down!
Pull it down!”

The pilot turned the control
wheel hard to the right, and the
jetrolled onto its back. United Air-
lines Flight 93 headed down.

Forty-eight seconds later, at
10:03:11 a.m., as a hijacker shout-
ed, “Allah is the greatest” over
and over in Arabic, the plane
crashed nose first into a Pennsyl-
vania field, killing the hijackers
and the passengers who defied
them.

In a chilling account based on
tape recordings, mechanical data,
FBI documents and interviews,
the Sept. 11 commission assem-
bled the most complete account
yet of events inside Flight 93 and
the other three jetliners that were
hijacked on Sept. 11, 2001.

According to the commission’s
final report, issued Thursday, the
Flight 93 struggle apparently took
place at the closed door to the
cockpn Unarmed passengers
tried in vain to fight their way in-
side as an increasingly frantic hi-
jacker jerked the controls violent-
ly to throw them off balance.

Flight 93, carrying 37 passen-
gers and a crew of seven, took off
Tate from Newark for Los Angeles
at8:42a.

In lhe cockpll the pilots first

learned of the earlier hijackings
at 9:24, when a United dispatcher
named Ed Ballinger sent a text
warning: “Beware any cockpit in-
trusion — two a/c hit World
Trade Center.”

Two minutes later, the hijack-
ers attacked as the plane flew
above eastern Ohio.

At 9:32, one of the hijackers an-
nounced: “Ladies and gentlemen.
Here the captain. Please sit down.
Keep remaining sitting. We have
abomb on board. So sit.”

The pilot turned the jetliner
and headed east.

The cockpit voice recorder,
drawing from microphones in the
pilots’ headsets and an overhead
panel, recorded the last 31 min-
utes of the flight. Also, at least 10
passengers and two crewmem-
bers who had been forced to the
back of the aircraft made calls on
the plane’s air phone system,
learning of the World Trade Cen-
ter attack.

“At 9:57 am.,” the commission
said, “the passenger assault
began.”

When the passengers charged,
the hijackers’ pilot, Ziad Samir
Jarrah, rolled the airplane right
and left, trying to knock the attack-
ers off balance. At 9: 58, he told an-
other hijacker to block the door.

At 10:01, Jarrah stopped the
maneuvers and called out twice,
“Allah is the greatest!” And at
10:03, the plan crashed.

“Jarrah’s objective was to
crash his airliner into the sym-
bols of the American republic, the
Capitol or the White House,” the
commission wrote. “He was de-
feated by the alerted, unarmed
passengers of United 93.”

9/11 ission touch

1 a1

WASHINGTON — The Sept. 11 commission’s final report says
there’s no evidence suggesting former U.S. President Bill Clinton or-
dered airstrikes on Osama bin Laden targets to distract attention from

his affair with Monica Lewinsky.

But the report says the affair, coupled with other issues, likely affect-
ed later discussions about using force against the terrorist leader.

Following U.S.

embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania, the Clin-

ton administration planned and launched cruise missile slnkes on al-
leged terrorist assets of bin Laden in Sudan and Afghanis

The report said reaction to the Aug. 20, 1998, stnkes mcluded “scald-
ing criticism” that the action was “too aggressive.”

“At the time, President Clinton was embroiled in the Lewinsky scan-
dal, which continued to consume public anenllon for the rest of that
year and the first months of 1999,” the report sai

In testimony, Clinton aides told the wmmlssmners that their advice
to Clinton about the airstrikes was based solely on national security
considerations. “We have found no reason to question their state-

ments,” the said.

From The Associated Press
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Report details motivation,
mindset of 9/11 planners

BY SUSAN SCHMIDT
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — If the mas-
termind of the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks had known that Zacarias
Moussaoui, an al-Qaida operative
now charged as a conspirator in
the plot, had been arrested in Au-
gust, he might have canceled the
mission.

Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the
main strategist behind the at-
tacks, did not find out until after
Sept. 11 that Moussaoui was
jailed in Minnesota on immigra-
tion charges.

That revelation, from a U.S. in-
terrogation of one of Moham-
med’s top deputies, Ramzi Bi-
nalshibh, is among many new de-
tails about the planning and exe-
cution of the attacks contained in
the 567-page report of the com-
mission investigating the attacks
and the government’s response,
which was released Thursday.

Rich in specifics, the report
draws on intelligence reports not
previously made public, includ-
ing information drawn from CIA
interrogations  of high-level
al-Qaida operatives that reveal
new information on the plans, mo-
tives and mind-set of the terror-
ists involved in the attacks, as
well as others at the organiza-
tion’s highest levels.

The commission members be-
lieve Moussaoui was to have been
among the Sept. 11 hijackers, al-
though Binalshibh has called him
a poor candidate who was needed
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only to fill out a shaky roster. Mo-
hammed has told interrogators
that Moussaoui was going to be
part of a second wave of attacks,
the report said.

The commission report pro-
vides similar glimpses of other ter-
rorists associated with the attacks,
including Mohammed, who is re-
ferred to in the report as “KSM,”
and who promoted the idea of
using the jetliners as missiles.

Mohammed ~originally con-
ceived of crashing nine airliners
while he would hijack a 10th him-
self, Killing the male passengers
and landing to give a speech “ex-
coriating” repressive Arab govern-
ments and U.S. support for Israel.

“Beyond KSM'’s rationaliza-
tions about targeting the U.S.
economy, this vision gives a bet-
ter glimpse of its true ambitions.
This is theater, a spectacle of de-
struction with KSM as the
self-cast star — the superterror-
ist,” the report said.

Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, who
became head of al-Qaida opera-
tions on the Arabian peninsula,

as “so extreme in his ferocity in
waging jihad” that he would com-
mit a terrorist act inside the holi-
est mosque in Mecca if he
thought there were a need, ac-
cording to interviews with cap-
tured terrorists, the report quot-
ed. Nashiri, who reported directly
to bin Laden, orchestrated the
2000 bombing of the USS Cole in
Yemen.

Despite the attention bin Laden
has received from U.S. officials,

-
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the report found that not all those
working with him have accorded
him undivided devotion.

Nashiri was asked to swear loy-
alty to bin Laden but “found the
notion distasteful and refused,”
the report said. He was not alone:
Mohammed also refused, as did
Hambali, the powerful leader of
Southeast Asia’s Jemaah Islami-
ah terrorist network who accept-
ed bin Laden’s offer in 1998 to
form an alliance “in waging war
against Christians and Jews.”

ohammed and his nephew,
Ramzi Yousef, began talking
about plots to hijack U.S. airliners
and crash them into buildings
after the 1993 World Trade Cen-
ter bombing — for which Yousef
was later convicted.

The report reveals that the tar-
get bin Laden was most interested
in hitting was the White House,
even though hijack leader Moham-
ed Atta thought it was too difficult
and preferred the Capitol.

At a meeting in Spain in July
2001, Binalshibh told Atta that
bin Laden wanted the attacks
“carried out as soon as possible
because he was worried about
having so many operatives in the
United States.” In early August,
Atta communicated to Binalshibh
that the attacks would be
launched in the first week of Sep-
tember, when Congress recon-
vened.

Atta said he and Marwan
Al-Shehhi would pilot airliners
into the World Trade Center, and
crash them on the streets of New
York if they could not hit the tow-
ers.
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‘Jeopardy!” champ

now goes

BY DAVID BAUDER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Will Ken Jennings ever
lose? Not anytime soon. The “Jeopardy!”
quiz master won his 38th straight game on
Friday, shattering a one-day record by
earning $75,000. Now his fans — and foes
— have to wait while the show goes on hia-
tus until September.

Jennings, the 30-year-old Utah software
engineer, has earned $1,321,660 during his
nearly two-month stint. He’s become an un-
likely TV star, visiting Jay Leno on the “To-
night” show Thursday, and made geeks
chic.

“Jeopardy!” goes into reruns starting
Monday. But new shows will resume on
Sept. 6, and Jennings will be there to de-
fend his championship.

on hiatus

Three times, Jennings purposely tied the
one-day record of $52,000 with carefully
calculated wagers on Final Jeopardy. On
Friday, he approached the “Final Jeopar-
dy” question having already earned
$51,400. Asked to name two of the four
Shakespeare plays in which ghosts appear
onstage, Jennings correctly answered
“Hamlet” and “Richard IIL.”

Then he revealed his bet: $23,600.

“Will it never end for this talented young
man?” host Alex Trebek said. “We’ll have
to wait awhile to find out.”

Jennings, who lives in Salt Lake City and
is married with a 1-year-old son, is a Mor-
mon who has already promised to tithe 10
percent of his winnings to his church.

“Jeopardy!” used to require its champi-
ons to leave after winning five times, but
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“Jeopardy!” champion Ken Jennings talks with Jay Leno during “The Tonight Show With

Jay Leno” on Thursday in Burbank, Calif.

last year changed its rules to allow players
to continue until they are beaten. Jennings
has beaten 76 challengers.

While “Jeopardy!” producers will have

to write Jennings a big check, that rules
change has paid off: the game show’s rat-
ings have jumped by 50 percent during his
reign.

GEICO.

YOU'RE THE EXPERT ON

COMBA

WE'RE THE EXPERT ON CAR INSURANCE,

Low monthly payment plan.
Local claim service in English.
e registration/drive today.

CALL OR VISITUS FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

View-Master clicks
to 65-year milestone
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BY CAROLYN THOMPSON
The Associated Press

EAST AURORA, N.Y. — With
the pump of a finger, the
View-Master has given genera-
tions a 3-D look at everything
from man’s first moonwalk to the
adventures of SpongeBob
SquarePants.

The iconic toy occupies a place
in the National Toy Hall of Fame,
alongside Barbie and Mr. Potato
Head, and has inspired many a
Web site. This year, it achieves an-
other mark of success: its 65th an-
niversary.

For the uninitiated, View-Mas-
ter is the handheld gadget that re-
sembles a squarish pair of plastic
binoculars. It spins a circular reel
anotch each time the user pushes
down its arm to reveal new 3-D
images, which are often se-
quenced to tell a story.

“People who grew up in the
’70s think it’s a *70s thing,” collec-
tor Eddie Bowers said, “and peo-
ple who grew up in the "S0s think
it’s a ’S0s thing. It’s their child-
hood.”

Jim Silver, publisher of the Toy
Book, an industry magazine, said
parents’ fond memories and an ef-
fort to keep the reel subjects cur-
rent has fostered View-Master’s
success. “Parents love to buy

1811560 things for their children that they
e had when they were young and
it that they loved,” he said.

The public got its first good
look at View-Master at the 1940

075070 0873445038 W
World’s Fair in New York, a year
H0-30008413000 BN GREECE after its creator, amateur stereo
OIS e o ERSEAS OFFCES St ... DIBZ1-BI1AB4 photographer William Gruber, in-
e L) troduced it in Portland, Ore. By
AIORES 513467 43460118 eTIsIE 1941, more than 100,000 stores

DD e DOLER0CRAI000  BELGIUME Daty. USOSA7563  Other UK. aeas, were carrying it.
Shape..- ORTESH aMadbe OO0 e 0800318524

The military adopted it during
World War I for training reels,
and the 1950s saw an abundance
of reels of national parks and
other scenic attractions, intended
as souvenirs for adults. For kids,

David Berg, longtime View-Master
photographer, poses with his 3-D
camera setup that he uses to
create images for the View-
Master at Fisher-Price in East
Aurora, N.Y. In the background is
the original set that was used to
make the “Casper the Friendly
Ghost” View-Master reel pack.

View-Master obtained licensing
to use Disney characters in 1951
and those and other movie and
television favorites have been
mainstays of the line ever since.

More than 1.5 billion reels have
been issued since 1939.

Most appealing to collectors is
that any one of those white paper
reels, with their 14 thumbnail
film images, will work in any
View-Master viewer. The reels”

size and shape have never
changed.

For the 65th anniversary, Fish-
er-Price, ~who took over

View-Master from Tyco Toys in
1997, has produced a box set with
compilation reels from each de-
cade. Viewers can click their way
from a 1930s view of the Golden
Gate Bridge through a shot of pop
singer Brandy in concert.
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Generous payback

SAN FRANCISCO —
Don is giving up a
life if crime, drugs and
booze, and giving back to
the community — the art

community.
The former burglar,
crack cocaine smoker,

state prisoner and alco-
holic  has  donated
$10,000 to the art gallery
where he had pan-
handled for the last
few years.

The man — identified only as
Don — inherited $187,000 from his
long-estranged mother who died a
year ago. Executors of her estate
tracked him down a month ago
through his Social Security num-
ber and help from local social
workers.

One of the first things Don did
was show his gratitude to Blue
Room Gallery owner Paul Mahder
for treating him with respect.

“When I had a heart attack and
wound up in the hospital a year
ago, who was the only person to
visit me? Paul. And when I needed
adoorway to sleep in over the past
couple years, who let me? Paul,”
Don said. “He treated me like a
human being. That’s something
you don’t forget.”

Both men burst into tears when
Don presented his check.

Big job, little man
GRAND FORKS —
Seven-month-old  Caleb

Gowan had some big shoes to fill.

The baby boy was the best man
at his uncle’s wedding.

Jeremy Gowan was to be the
best man at his brother’s wedding,
but when he was called to duty in
Iraq earlier this month, the bride
and groom had to find a stand-in.

Josh Gowan and his bride, Tami
Osowski, decided Jeremy’s son,
Caleb, could do the job.

An American flag waving on the
front lawn was the only clue that
something was missing at the Oslo,
Minn., wedding.

Caleb who can sit and is starting
to crawl was carried up the aisle
and spent the ceremony in the
arms of groomsman Chris Gowan.

Extended sentence

ALLENTOWN A

17-year-old Allentown boy
who threw a chunk of ice off an
overpass, killing a minivan passen-
ger, will spend six more months in
a secure juvenile facility, a judge
ruled.

Dennis Gumbs will be recommit-
ted to Alternative Rehabilitation
Communities in Franklin County.
Another hearing will be scheduled
in six months to review his place-

ment, Lehigh County Judge
Lawrence J. Brenner ruled
Wednesday.

Gumbs has been in the facility
since August, when Brenner found
Gumbs delinquent of third-degree
murder and reckless endanger-
ment.

Off the hook
BRYAN — A Bryan civic
leader who left his

6-year-old daughter along a high-
way in August has been acquitted
of abandoning and endangering
her with intent to return.

Roy Flores, 43, told authorities
that his intentions were not to aban-
don his “fearless and determined”
child, but to teach her a lesson
after she tried to run away.

ROUNDUP

The decision to acquit him came
after more than five hours of delib-
eration and a near mistrial when ju-
rors sent out a note stating it was
unlikely they would be able to
reach a consensus, the Bryan-Col-
lege Station Eagle reported.

Gas survey continues

SALT LAKE CITY — A fed-

eral judge refused Wednes-
day to half a natural gas survey
alongside an eastern Utah canyon
that contains a wealth of ancient In-
dian ruins and rock art.

U.S. District Judge Emmet Sulli-
van threw out a lawsuit filed by
The Wilderness Society and other
groups and upheld the Bureau of
Land Management’s decision to let
a Denver company look for an esti-
mated 66 billion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas reserves.

While Sullivan was making his
decision, Bill Barrett Corp. was
able in late May to begin a seismic
survey involving the use of blast
holes and heavy ‘“vibroseis”
trucks, which pound the earth look-
ing for likely gas traps deep under-
ground.

Explosive situation

ALLENTOWN Police

closed streets and evacuat-
ed homes, paralyzing rush hour
traffic, when an employee discov-
ered a case of dynamite at a sal-
vage yard.

with wooden linings
that he believed
might have contained
&% explosives and called
emergency  services.
One box contained dyna-
mite.
The Allentown Fire De-
partment’s bomb squad
doused at least 60 sticks of
dynamite with diesel fuel to
neutralize them, then burned
them on the site, sending a
cloud of thick black smoke
above the scrap yard.

Not related

MADISON — The City

Council narrowly rejected a
plan to make Madison the sister
city of Rafah, a violence-wracked
Palestinian city, after a marathon
session that ran into the early
morning Wednesday.

The nonpartisan council in this
predominantly liberal university
town voted 9-8 for the plan, but
that fell short of the 11 votes need-
ed to pass.

More than 100 speakers testi-
fied, with some saying the proposal
was a political slap at Israel and
others calling it an important step
to help Rafah’s residents. The city,
on the southern edge of the Gaza
Strip, has been the scene of fre-
quent violent conflict with Israel.

Offered double duty

ALTAMONT — A man

who's  worked as a
part-time police officer for differ-
ent municipalities now has been
hired as a full-time officer — by
two departments.

Frackville Borough hired Liver-
good as a full-time officer at a spe-
cial meeting Tuesday. Then that
night he was hired as a full-time of-
ficer by West Mahanoy Township.

The Frackville job would pay a
starting salary of about $25,000 a
year, Police Chief John M. Morgan
Jr. said. The West Mahanoy job
would pay about $23,920 a year.

Back in politics

SEATTLE — Judith Bill-
ings, who resigned as
state school superin-

at E.
Sons Inc. found three steel boxes

Finishing touches
Steve Bass, one of three set de-
signers working on the Democratic
National Convention, works on
drawings of the convention stage
near some balloons which will be
lifted into the convention center’s

tendent in 1996 after learning that
she had become infected with the
AIDS virus from artificial insemi-
nation, announced Wednesday
that she is running to get her old
job back.

She said her HIV infection will
not prevent her from campaigning,
and her doctor approves.

Man on the run

SYRACUSE — A

36-year-old man led police
on a brief car chase, driving on
sidewalks, through parking lots
and even against traffic on a busy
boulevard, so he wouldn’t get
caught with stolen library books.

“The officers were a little taken
back when they found out what the
deal was. They couldn’t believe it,”
said Syracuse police spokesman
Sgt. Tom Connellan, who added po-
lice broke off pursuit because the
situation Sunday became too dan-
gerous.

There were no injuries, and —
even more amazingly, Connellan
said — no property damage.

Byron Haynes of Syracuse was
to be arraigned Monday in Syra-
cuse City Court on misdemeanor
charges of reckless endangerment,
petit larceny and reckless driving,
as well as numerous traffic infrac-
tions.

Sales clerk Brenda Elder of Gaines-

The price is I‘lght boro, Va., uses a price gun to attach

orango prcestickers {0 Jesus statuesfor sal atNallsFarm Market n
Berryville, Va.

Anthony Osisek and his son, Mitchell Rowe,
The har d Wa‘y 8, push a couch across a street in Kokomo,
Ind. Two of Osisek’s other children, Tiffany Brodewski, 3, and Wayne
Rowe, 2, are sitting on the couch.

Jackson Jones, flight mechanic for Democratic

Lounglng presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry's cam-
paign plane, reclines in the front of a jet engine as he waits for Kerry to
arrive to depart from Nantucket, Mass.
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Bradley Boling, 14, of Bowling Green, Ky., dives off the 3-meter board at
Southland Family Club.

Off the deep end

Splashing around

A young swimmer splashes in a
waterfall to cool off at the pool at
Carl Levin Park in Harker Heights,

Tom Monahan, right, and Ed Williams enjoy steamed crabs in a tent
during the annual J. Millard Tawes Crab & Clam Bake in Crisfield, Md.

Swimming in seafood

Roofman Robber loose

POLKTON — A one-time

U.S. Army reservist from
Concord, Calif., who gained infa-
my as the “Roofman Robber,”
dropping through the roofs of Mc-
Donald’s restaurants around the
country as smoothly as soft-serve
landing in a cone, is again on the
run after escaping from a North
Carolina prison.

Jeffery Manchester, 32, is sus-
pected of at least 40 robberies at
McDonald’s and other businesses
from California to Virginia during
a two-year spree that ended with
his arrest in 2000. In each case, a
masked gunman drilled through
the roof and surprised employees
before the fast-food place’s open-
ing or after its closing.

But Manchester has not been
seen since escaping June 15 from
Brown Creek Correctional Institu-
tion in Polkton, N.C., where he was
serving a 45-year sentence for kid-
napping and armed robbery for
two McDonald’s heists in that
state.

Natural gas hike

ALLIANCE — Natural gas

bills will increase $2 begin-
ning next month in 16 Nebraska
towns.

Kinder Morgan Energy Part-
ners announced Wednesday that it
would be allowed to recover $1.17
million in legal fees as part of a set-
tlement in a long-running natural
gas contract dispute.

Under terms of the agreement,
the Houston-based company will
be reimbursed for the $590,000 it
paid to replenish the Municipal
Natural Gas Regulation Revolving
Loan Fund. The fund provides
state money to assist municipali-
ties involved in rate cases.

Energizing jolt
MADISON — A Madison
man who was struck by
lightning this week says he feels
“lighter and 100 years younger”
than he did before Tuesday’s acci-
dent.

“I'm feeling like my body is
light. It’s the best I've probably felt
as far as energy in 10 years,” said
John Corson, 56, the day after he
was struck by lightning while work-
ing outside his home.

Corson thought the afternoon
thunder-and-lightning storm had
passed his home, and had gone out-
side to work on a renovation
project when the lightning hit him.

Corson, who has had three cardi-
ac surgeries, spent eight hours at
Redington-Fairview General Hos-
pital after the accident while doc-
tors tested his blood for any effect
on his heart.

Victim jailed over shots

SAN FRANCISCO — A

man who wrestled a bur-
glar’s gun away and shot him with
it as he fled has been jailed on sus-
picion of assault with a deadly
weapon.

Harvey Williams, 29, arrived
home Tuesday to find the burglar
at the door of his apartment. The
men wrestled in a stairway before
spilling out onto the sidewalk,
where the gun fell to the ground,
according to police.

“At that point, the burglar start-
ed running down the street,” po-
lice spokesman Dewayne Tully
said. “Mr. Williams picked up the
gun and started firing at him, hit-

ting him.”

The burglar was in critical but
stable condition Wednesday with a
gunshot wound to the back.

Bail jumper
FORT WORTH — For the
second time, a woman
awaiting sentencing on felony
charges of abandoning her twin
toddlers on a Lake Worth road last
year has jumped bail.

And authorities say Christy
Leann Radacy, 24, may have fled
to Europe again.

A district court judge signed
three felony arrest warrants after
Radacy apparently cut off her
court-ordered leg monitor Sunday.

Radacy pleaded guilty this
month to charges stemming from
her 22-month-old girls being left
on the road on May 26, 2003.

Fiery rescue

REMINGTON — Three peo-

ple rescued a man from his
burning car after it collided with
another on U.S. 29 early Wednes-
day, state police said.

Christopher Cota III, 43, of Mid-
land, was in the intensive care unit
at Culpeper Regwnal Hospital,
Trooper Ken Blank sai

Blank said Cota’s car was going
north in the southbound lanes of
the highway about 1:30 am. and
burst into flames after a head-on
collision on a curve with an oncom-
ing car. Cota will be charged with
driving under the influence, Blank
said.

Stuck in the mud

CROTON-ON-HUDSON —
At least she got to see a cou-
ple of great blue herons.

Joan Indusi, a 52-year-old school-
teacher from Ossining, got stuck in
a mudhole on the Hudson River
shoreline for more than an hour
Tuesday when she left a footpath
in Croton Point Park in search of
feathered friends.

“I never believed you could get
stuck to the point where you literal-
ly could not move,” she said
Wednesday, “but I was up to my
knees and I was trying to lift my
leg up and I couldn’t.”

Luckily, she was carrying a cell
phone along with her birding binoc-
ulars and was able to call police.
She was unable to tell the officers
exactly where she was, however,
so they drove to the park and
sounded a siren periodically. She
would then tell them if they were
getting closer or farther away.

Airport hijinx

ATLANTA — An airline

passenger wearing only a
pair of pajama bottoms stole a bag-
gage tractor at the city’s main air-
port and drove it onto an active run-
way, police said.

ta police say Robert W.
Buzzell, 31, had walked out an exit
door that had an alarm at Harts-
field-Jackson Atlanta Internation-
al Airport.

Flights were not affected by the
incident, which took place before 6
am. Wednesday, airport officials
said.

The man was stopped by me-
chanics, who asked him for an em-
ployee identification card. When
he could not provide one, they es-
corted him to an office and called
police.

Photos and stories from The Associated
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EDITOR

Don’t lead young lady ‘astray’

Just so the “thoughtful and civic-mind-
ed young lady” (“‘We didn’t elect him, ”
July 10) isn’t led astray:

W George Bush was elected by a majori-
ty of voting Americans; but even if he
wasn’t, it doesn’t matter. Several presi-
dents have lost the popular vote and still
become president. Our system was de-
signed that way for a reason. Our Found-
ing Fathers did not trust pure democracy,
which is why we have a representative re-
public. Just look at the famous red/blue
map of the last election and you'll realize
why an Electoral College is important.

W What good will and cooperation of the
world have ever existed without us paying
dollars for it? This great country has the
power to rule this world with the press of a
button but it chooses not to. Hundreds of
thousands of Americans died in the last
century to free this world from tyranny,
yet Britain seems to be our only trusted

i ance, the United Nations,

dren and at the same time actively oppo:
ing us as we try to coax the world to abide
by UN. resolutions toward Iraq. Is that
good will?

W If one wants to speak of lost opportuni-
ties, I don’t think the Bush administration
should be held accountable; definitely
President Carter for his near destruction
of the CIA and the fall of Iran during his
administration; possibly President Reagan
for his “measured responses”; maybe
Bush Senior for not following through
after Desert Storm; most definitely Presi-
dent Clinton for his behavior and missed
opportunities at capturing Osama bin
Laden. The current administration has
killed and captured more terrorists than
all the others combined. Imagine if the oth-
ers had done half as much.

W What police state? No one has passed
any laws lately to infringe on my second
amendment rights. People complaining
about the last election aren’t in jail for trea-
son. I haven’t seen any weirdos like the
Branch Davidians burned alive lately and
1 think Ruby Ridge is safe. The only citi-
zens who are scared, that I have seen, are
the Hollywood types.

W Bill Gates is a billionaire. He probably
got a bigger tax cut than I did. Guess what,
Bill Gates donated more money to charity
last year than I will make in my life time.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
right to edit letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211
Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

He probably paid more taxes last year
than I will pay in my life time. He employs
more people than all the units I have
served in for the last 19 years. Those em-
ployees buy things with their salaries from
other companies that hire other people.
I'm glad the “rich” got a tax break last
year. Do you honestly think government
could have bought us out of the damage
9/11 did to our economy?

To the letter writer: I have an idea on
how to relieve your stress about our gov-
ernment and my stress from realizing I
have been risking my life for the last 19
years to protect your interests. Find a bet-
ter country with a better president than
this one ... then move there.

Loyd Anderson
Mannheim, Germany

Voters still part of process

In regard to “‘We didn’t elect him’”
(July 10), the letter writer gave the
12-year-old girl some bad information on
our electing George W. Bush as president.
He told her that we didn’t elect Bush, the
Electoral College did. This implies that the
American voters have no say in the pro-
cess. That is totally wrong.

Our votes determine how the Electoral
College casts votes. It doesn’t make any dif-
ference whether you win the popular vote:
The states with the most electoral votes
can carry an election without the winner

getting the popular vote. It is the system
by which we have always elected our presi-

ents.

So the truth is, we the people elected
Bush to be our president using the system
set up in our Constitution. All the “sour
grapes” in the world are not going to
change that.

Quentin A. Diggs
Yongsan, South Korea

Girl’s views deserve respect

In“ ‘We didn’t elect him’ ” (July 10), the
writer responds to a 12-year-old girl, a
true American patriot, with a mean-spi
ed and condescending letter dripping with
sarcasm. Her letter questioned all of the in-
sults and accusations against her presi-
dent. His “response” simply offered more
of the same in a failed attempt to sound
more intellectual than a 12-year-old. He at-
tacks our electoral process (apparently it
is flawed when it doesn’t work in his favor)
and engages in wacky conspiracy theories
and insults that would make Michael
Moore proud.

What is surprising is that it appears that
the young writer seems to possess a level
of maturity and awareness of facts not
demonstrated by the writer who respond-
ed to her. He could have responded with-
out communicating his admitted personal
contempt for President Bush. He could

imself without
ing the hate-filled enemy that we are fight-
ing in Iraq and elsewhere, thereby eerily
sounding just like them.

He either chose not to restrain himself,
is incapable of doing so, or he doesn’t
know how. Any one of these situations
demonstrates a lack of maturity and re-
sponsibility. He failed to write with the
poise and professionalism demonstrated
by the young writer in “Bush needs our
support” in June 24.

1 applaud the young writer for her cour-
age in speaking out and for doing so re-
sponsibly. She has inspired me to encour-

age my daughter to read letters to the edi-
tor as a summer project.

The writer who responded to the
12-year-old can stay in Europe where he
can comfortably stew in his insults, con-
tempt and conspiracy theories. We grown
folks, 12-year-olds and all, have a great na-
tion to defend.

Staff Sgt. Jim Quetel
Camp Courtney, Okinawa

DOONESBURY
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OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Acting all high and mighty
The Bellingham (Wash.) Herald

It's difficult to see what good could come
from federal prosecution of an emaciated
cancer patient who needs a pot brownie to
keep her dinner down. It's equally difficult
to see why the U.S. House of Representa-
tives is seeking to limit states’ rights by over-
riding laws that allow the use of medical

marij

A 268 148 House vote July 7 approved a
measure to allow the federal government to
continue prosecuting people Wwho use medi-
cal marijuana where it is allowed by state
law.

Washington state voters approved a citi-
zen initiative allowing for the use of medical
marijuana by more than a 2-to-1 margin per-
cent in 1998,

Our system of government clearly allows
federal laws to take precedence over state
laws; however, this crusade led by Republi-
cans, the party dedicated to limited govern-
‘ment and states’ rights, seems both hypocriti-
cal and out of step with the people’s larger
concerns.

Last year, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in San Francisco ruled that the federal
law outlawing marijuana should not apply to
people using it on a doctor’s recommenda-
tion. The Bush administration appealed and
the U.S. Supreme Court agreed [this month]
to hear the case.

The high court refused to hear a case
brought by the Justice Department that
would have punished doctors who discussed
with their patients the use of marijuana for
medicinal purposes.

'his is not only a matter of states’ rights,
it’s a matter of national priorities and person-
al freedom

Work on better recordkeeping
TimesDaily, Florence, Ala.

Today’s Hispanics, like the Europeans be-
fore them, are coming to America to im-
prove their lots in \ife. Work is plentiful,
though most of the jobs they fill are grueling,
The majority of them make a good living
compared to their counterparts back home.

One reason is because most don’t pay in-
come or property taxes.

Since they are undocumented aliens, state
and federal governments have no records of
them. Employers contribute significantly to
the problem. Most know that an illegal immi-
grant will work for whatever wage the boss
sets and not complain.

It's unrealistic to think the influx of illegal
immigrants can be stopped. Not only is it lo-
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November anyway; second, should Demo-

cratic nominee-presumptive John Kerry

win, he has said he will reorganize the CIA

and create a directorate of national intelli-

gence that might absorb the current top spy
job.

If the national security is as imperiled as a
different ranking member of the Bush ad-
‘ministration each week says it is, there is no
excuse for delaying on political grounds.

And, should Kerry prevail, that situation
can be addressed then.

oned its Spanish-language Telemundo chan-
nel as the “biggest thing we've got going,”
and both President Bush and Sen. John
Kerry beg.m airing translations of their ads
nish-language television and radio.

w hile many recognize the potential of the
Hispanic-American market, it's a lot trickier
to ensure that you actually appeal to its mem-
bers. Since NBC acquired Telemundo in
2001, It has been chasing the success of
Univision, which controls 75 percent of the
Spanish-language programming market. .

This fall, Telemundo will change its ap-
proach and launch its own telenovelas that

Discr Ba
The Post-Standard, Syracuse, N.Y.

If Morgan Stanley had taken seriously the
sexual discrimination charges of a female
employee, perhaps the Wall Street invest-
ment bank would not have ended up settling
a lawsuit with the government [this month]
and agreeing to write a $54 million check.
But the firm chose to ignore bond seller Al-
lison that she had

gistically and fi the pol-
itics of corporate profits and votes must be
factored into the scenario. Anyone who lives
and works in this country has an obligation
to pay their fair share of the cost

That means paying taxes, which employ-
ers have an obligation to deduct from pay-
checks. Enforcing the tax codes is more fea-
sible — and practical than expecting any
real reform in immigration laws soon. En-
forcing tax codes would also go a long way to-
ward easing the burden immigrants are plac-
ing on schools and hospitals.

Fill CIA director post now
The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer

been passed over for promotions. She was
eventually fired and filed a complaint with
the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. The agency filed a suit on be-
half of her and more than 300 other women
at the firm. The company was accused of de-
nying promotions, offering all-male outings
with clients and allowing female employees
to be subjected to groping and other improp-
er behavior. Morgan Stanley decided to set-
tle. ... Schieffelin was awarded $12 million,
with $40 million set aside for other female
employees and $2 million for diversity pro-
gra

One of the government’s lawyers said the
case should “send a message to employees

Why, at this time of repeated
claimed peril, is the most important office in
our national intelligence apparatus in the
hands of an acting director? Former CIA Di-
rector George Tenet officially left the posi-
tion on July 7.

The argument for waiting until after the
election is_primarily twofold: First, were
President Bush to put forward a nominee
now, the antagonistic political climate might
result in congressional deadlock until after

erywhere that of sexual dis-
crimination should be taken seriously.” In
truth, that message should have been re-
ceived long ago.

Pols pull to get Latinos to polls
The Patriot-News, Harrisburg, Pa.
Everyone seems to be competing for the
Latino community’s attention these days.
In the last [month] alone, NBC champi-

are written about the Hispan-
ic-American experience.

On the political front, Bush and Kerry
need to adopt the new Telemundo mentality
and create pieces specifically for Latinos. .
The campaigns would be wiser to create ads
encouraging Latinos to vote and telling them
where to vote and how their voice is integral
in American politics. The hard truth is that
Latinos have not been going to the polls.

‘Some in the Latino population claim po
cians do not speak their language or reach
out to their communities. But herein lies a
Catch-22: [T]n order to get politicians’ no-
tice, their community has to go to the polls.

For the Latinos, it comes down to an army
of one — each Latino voter making the effort
to get to the polls on Nov. 2.

Asking for more admissions
The Times-Picayune, New Orleans

The idea that one’s final semester in high
school is irrelevant to_college admissions
committees is as pervasive as the idea that a
college student is guaranteed all A’s if a
oommate commits siide: Andiis equally

Admlsslons officials at the nation’s selec-
tive colleges say they do pay attention to
what a student does after the application pro-
cess is over. Unfortunately, some talented
high school students are finding that out the
hard way.

During the summer thousands of the na-
tion’s prospective college freshmen get let-
ters from admissions officials asking them
to explain why their grades plummeted dur-

ing their final semester. An admissions dean
at Texas Christian University calls them
“Fear of God” letters. Some students are
asked to explain in detail why their grades
dropped. Others are informed that their “ad-
mission to TCU is in jeopardy.”

[Flar too many students believe that the
grade they get in a course is more important
than the knowledge that's acquired. Still,
one wishes that students who've compilcd
seven semesters of excellent grades would
have enough pride and intellectual curiosity
to keep doing well, even after they’ve won ad-
mission to their favorite colleges.

Explain progress against AIDS
The Seattle Times

Billions of dollars have been spent and bil-
lions more promised in the worldwide battle
against HIV. It is critical to find out which in-
vestments are making the most difference
and which are being foolishly wasted.

Waste and inefficiencies were on the agen-
da at the 15th International AIDS Confer-
ence in Thailand but the conversation largc'
ly centered around a single issu
tion of donor efforts — and pointed to lmle
in the way of corrective measures. Too bad.
Numerous countries have escalated spend-
ing, including our own five-year, $15 billion
strategy. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, calling on other donors to increase
their financial commitment, has added $50
million to the $100 million it has given to the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria.

‘What's needed now is a strong evaluation

‘A popular but shortsighted view is
that since people with HIV are living longer
and others have been prevented from get-
ting the disease, something is going right.
Yes, but what? It is important to know the
value of the resources being spent on this
pandemic. It is not heartless to request that
we not simply do some good in the battle
against the spread of HIV, but that we do the
best good our money can buy.

A framework is needed. Al best, it should
offer a uniform way of analyzing the strings
of successes and failures and coming up
with inferences that best help us understand
health benefits versus costs.
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Sunday Horoscope

Mercury entering Virgo territory is
like an all-hearing tape recorder that
keeps track of our words. Everything
you say has weight, even if its just a
passing comment. Mercury tries his
best to bring us what we want in the
time frame we want it, but we've got
to do our part to communicate these
desires consistently and
clearly.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(July 25). Your creativity
carries you to new ways of
living this year. August
features a home purchase
or sale.

September is a stellar
time for your career. You'll
finally feel you're getting
somewhere. Investments in
October will bring dividends
for years to come. Couples
expand their families next
June. Libra and Taurus are inspired
partners.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Make an extra effort to reach out.
Do research, and catch up on your
reading; you feel better in social
situations when you are involved in
current events. Something that was
overlooked last week is given a
sharper observation.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Partners change your plans. Flow
with it.

Loved ones grant your requests
because you're so easygoing with
them.

More adventures will spring from
your flexible attitude this afternoon.
Tonight features success with the
opposite sex.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You are bright and enthusiastic, so
team up with people who appreciate
these qualities. Ask others if there is.
anything you need to know to make
your ride smoother. The answers
are close at hand.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You'll prefer the company of a few
trusted companions instead of the
excitement of a crowd, but no matter
with whom or how many you do it,
do get out and get social. Your
words could change someone’s life
tonight.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You're
s0 busy and active that there’s no
time to think about what bothered
you so much just yesterday. Write
off your worries as “so yesterday.”
Do take time out to relax tonight, or

Joyce Jillson

you'l get the week off to a slow
start.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're smarter than some peaple
seem to realize — this is because
your modesty has kept them in the
dark.

Speak up, or better yet, when
friends brag about you,
don't stop them! Just say,
“Thank you.” Aries is your
cheerleader.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Solid decision making
is a challenge, but once you
conquer your doubts, you're
happier. No fickle antics for
you— when you meet
someone you like, stick
close. Caution in financial
realms is indicated. You
can't be too careful.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
It's time for fantasy and having an
absolute blast. You'll branch out and
make new friends who will prove to
be the kind of people you can insert
successfully into almost any social
situation. Good people like this are a
treasure.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're bigger than life today,
and your popularity is on the rise as
aresult. Set several dates for the
week. Consider making a perma-
nent dietary change. A long-stand-
ing ailment could miraculously disap-
pear.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Relationships thrive when you
put your attention toward making
them grow. Of course, neglect has.
the opposite effect. So put grievanc-
es aside, and do something to
strengthen the bonds of love.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You're in the mood for a major
change of pace, which might be
accomplished by taking up an activi-
ty you've never done before — like
parasailing or power yoga done to a
disco beat. You'll catch the eye of a
real charmer.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
A craving for authority comes over
you.

The desperate need to be in
charge may not be in your charac-
ter, but when you see others fail,
you can't help but want to help. You
beautifully navigate complex family
matters.

Creators Syndicate

Frustration behind ‘split hairs’

A friend of mine often uses the
phrase “split hairs” to mean
argue over petty details. Where
does this interesting expression
come from?

We define the phrase “split
hairs” as “to make oversubtle or
trivial distinctions.” As early as
1674, a writer lamented that “the
great difficulty (is) so to behave
oneself, as to split a hair between
them, and never offend either of
them.” Back then, “split a hair”
meant to divide something, as a
smgle strand of hair, evenly so as
to give an advantage to no one. To
attempt to split something as
small as a strand of hair evenly is
not only an impossible but also a

pointless endeavor. Hence, the
phrase soon acquired an ironic
reference to arguing over triviali-
ties, and it began to be used dis-
paragingly.

Around 1768, an author decried
the frustration of petty bickering,
asserting “though we are obliged
to split the hair, we need not quar-
ter it.” To this day, we often use
the phrase to convey the futility
of wasting time and effort on argu-
ing over something as trivial as
how to split a hair evenly.

s column was prepared by the
atitors of Morriam Websrers Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth Edition. may
send questions to Merriam Webster's
Wordwatch, P.0. Box 281, 47 Federal st.,
Springfield, Mass. 01102.
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Worried about baby sharing
bed with large grandmother

Dear Abby: 1 had a baby girl
seven weeks ago. Her name is
“Madison.” My mother-in-law is
here visiting from another coun-
try to help me. My problem is
she insists on taking Madison
into her bed wlth her at night so
I can sleep.

1 prefer that our
daughter sleep in her
bassinet, because my
mother-in-law weighs
between 350 and 375
pounds, and I'm afraid
she could accidentally
roll over on the baby.
When I asked her the
other night to please use
the bassinet, she waved
her hand at me in a very
disrespectful gesture,
and then stomped into
her room with Madison.

T told my husband to tell her
that I wanted my daughter in the
bassinet, and she told him to tell
me to come in and get her.

Am I being ridiculous to be
afraid? I never have Madison in
my bed, because I'm afraid of
rolling over on her.

— Scared New Mom in Florida

Dear Scared: You are not
ridiculous; you are a conscien-
tious new mother, and your con-
cerns are valid.

Stick to your guns, and if it
means getting less help from
your mother-in-law — so be it.
And stop asking your husband to
intercede for you. This is be-

Dear Ahby

tween you and your moth-
er-in-law. If she waves her hand
at you again, wave this item
back at her and hand her her
plane ticket home.

Dear Abby: 1 need advice. A
former co-worker has
invited me to her wed-

ding. It’s between her
and her girlfriend. If T
go, I'll have to take my
4-year-old son because I
don’t have a sitter.

Part of me thinks I
should go and take him
because they're a nice
couple who have been
together for seven
years. They love each
other, and it would be

0od for my son to learn
that it's OK to be different. How-
ever, the other part of me thinks,

“How am I going to answer the
inevitable question, ‘Mummy,
why is that girl kissing the other
girl?” ” T know I could answer it
with, “Because they love each
other,” but I think it’s a bit of a
leap for a 4-year-old. Then again,
'm thinking if I don’t take him, T
am breeding intolerance and
hate — and that is not my aim.

Should I go, or just send a gift
and my best wishes?

— Help! in Jacksonville, Fla.

Dear Help!: Whether to take
him or not depends on whether
there will be other children at the
wedding. If he’s the only child

there, he could be bored. If other
children are included, he will
probably regard it as a nice
‘party and nothing more. Should
he ask why one person is kissing
the other, tell the truth — be-
cause they love each other. You
don’t have to deliver a 15-minute
lecture on tolerance. Besides, by
the time the wedding cake is
served, he’ll be more interested
in dessert and playing with his
contemporaries than any life
lesson. Trust me on that.

Dear Abby: When an invita-
tion to a party states, “No gifts,
please,” do people really mean it?
1 have heard people mention how
much they got after such parties,
‘who gave what, and how cheap
“so-and-so” was.

1 thought “no gifts” really
meant no gifts. If you come gift-
less, are you in the wrong?

— Confused Partygoer
in Michigan

DEAR CONFUSED: “No gifts”
means exactly what it says.

People who describe their
guests as “cheap” and complain
that what was given to them
wasn’t good enough are petty
gossips whose parties you should
avoi
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Husband’s angry outbursts
leave woman seeking help

Dear Annie: 1am a married
woman with a toddler. The prob-
lem is my husband, “Perry,” who
doesn’t seem to have any control
over his emotions. Any small
annoyance, such as dropping a
‘bowl of soup onto the floor or
hitting his shin on the open dish-
washer, and he will blow
up and lose his temper.
He has never hit me,
nor do I feel like he ever
would. Instead, he slams
cabinet doors, yells and
curses.

Last night, Perry
dropped a plastic con-
tainer filled with chili.
He began barking,
“HELP! HELP!” getting
louder and louder as our
son watched. I started
cleaning up the mess,
but Perry’s ongoing hollering
and nasty comments made me
feel so stupid that I grabbed my
son and retreated to the bath-
room.

We've been together for four
years. Normally, when Perry is
not angry, he makes me feel
beautiful and intelligent. He
doesn’t yell on purpose. He has
been to therapy for his emotional
abuse and is taking an antidepres-
sant. But this behavior happens
so frequently that I don’t know
how much longer I can hang on.
I am exhausted from hearing the
barrage of obscenities and hate,

whether it is directed at me
intentionally or not. I love Perry
dearly and don’t want to leave
him, but I can’t take much more
of this.

— Melancholy in Memphis

Dear Melancholy: If Perry is

still exploding on a regular basis,
in spite of past therapy
and medication, he
needs more help. Either
the medication isn’t
effective, or he needs
additional therapy and
possibly anger manage-
ment classes. Insist that
Perry return to his
therapist or ask his
doctor for another refer-
ral. You also should
discuss your concerns
with his therapist so
Perry can work on those
specific issues. If Perry
doesn’t follow through, you
should consider a separation.

Dear Annie: vou printed a
letter from “Distraught and
Alone,” a sophomore whose
parents were “sticking their
heads in the sand” every time
she wanted to discuss sex or
birth control.

T have a 14-year-old daughter
who is a freshman in high school.
I thought I was cool and under-
standing, but I, too, had my head
in the sand. Last week, my daugh-
ter told me she thought she was

pregnant.

Talk about a rude awakening. I
have no more illusions about
what kids do these days. I wish
my daughter had been like “Dis-
traught” and talked to me about
birth control before having sex.

The parents of “Distraught”
should read this and understand
their daughter is acting very
responsibly by wanting to save
them the heartbreak I just had to
endure and the choices I had to
make. And to “Distraught”:
Kudos to you for being so level-
headed and wise at your young
age. Keep in mind, however, that
birth control does not protect you
against sexually transmitted
diseases. Good luck.

— No Ostrich in New York

Dear Ostrich: Thank you for
the words of caution. Here’s one
more:

Dear Annie: 1 wish you had
suggested that “Distraught” (and
her mother) go to a Planned
Parenthood affiliate. She can get
birth control information free of
charge.
— Dorothy Morris,
Board President,
Planned Parenthood of Hawai
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
lease e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie's Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.
reators Syndicate
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ions.
wnﬁmonnsmus—r{e Signed F-C Rasheed
alla
Herdt S Ford and pag ullvan assistant
coaches,
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES—Signed G-F
fred Hoiberg to amultiyear contract,
Named John Kuester
assistant coach.

SACRAMENTO' KINGS —Re-signed F Darius

bl
A 1422 _Re.signed ¢ arron Collns.
sketbail Association
AR SIS o8 ranchise to
Raleigh/Durham, N.C. for the 2005-2006 sea-

son.
SAN ANTONIO - Announced the team nick-
name will be Stallion:

tional Football League
o S8 M enso Mar-
St s foury year Contract.

CINCINNATI * BENGALS—Terminated ~ the
coptistt of 1§ Adrian Ross.

CLEVELAND 'BROWNS—Signed OL  Kirk
chambers.

'S COWBOYS—Agreed to terms with
RELdde Georde,
GREEN BAY PACKERS-Signed DE Tyrone

ogere,
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS—Named  Kadar
Hamiiton scout,

MINNESOTA VIKINGS—Signed WR Ryan
Hoag and P Filp Filpovic. Waived P Edare

Johnson.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Signed TE Matt
Cercone.

NEW GRLEANS SAINTS—Agrecd to terms
it FB Mike Karney on ar con-
ract.

OAKLAND RAIDERS—Released C Barret
Robbins.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES—Agreed to terms
with 1B Bruce erry ona four.year contract.
a mree ear confract.

INCISCO 4SERS—Signed QB Cody
PickSH o ihree year contract.

CCANEERSSigned
Michael C\a o 0o year contract ang
filiams. ~ Released OL Mark

National uukey Leaque
BUFFALO SABRES- FMike Grier toa
onesyear contract
AVALANCHE —Re-signed F Alex
Yan% o aone ear contract,
RIDA ERS Agreed to terms
with & erge Payer and B urke Henry o1

oneear contracte
ANADIEN: ? D Ron

Hansey 108 - ezrcun(rac

TAMPA signed LW

A oA to A hivSr Ceriaes and
Nolan pratt and G Srian EKund to one-year
contracts.

rathan S50 for icism of game Sieats
B cauted  ason Thompson

ur
from”Dallas for a 2006 fourth-round draft
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Yankees’ A-Rod exorcises Fenway demons

Millar’s three solo homers
can’t save sinking Red Sox

BY HOWARD ULMAN

The Associated Press

BOSTON — After getting the
go-ahead hit in the ninth inning
Friday night, Alex Rodriguez
thought back to April, when he
went 1-for-17 in his first series at
Fenway Park with the Yankees.

“It feels like it was five years
ago,” he said.

New York’s early season strug-
gles are a distant memory, and so
is Boston’s April success. Even
three homers by Kevin Millar
couldn’t stop the Yankees from
beating the Red Sox yet again.

After Millar tied the score in
the eighth inning with his third
solo home run, Rodriguez put
New York back ahead with his
third hit of the game. The Yan-
kees’ 8-7 victory extended their
lead to 9% games in an AL East

Sox manager Terry Francona
said. “We’re just trying so desper-
ately to get on the right track.”

New York, which acquired Rod-
riguez from Texas after a tenta-
tive trade between the Rangers
and Red Sox fell through, over-
came a 4-1, fifth-inning deficit
against Curt Schilling. Boston
had been 10-0 in Schilling’s Fen-
way starts.

Keith Foulke (2-3) retired his
first batter in the ninth before al-
lowing two straight drives off the
left-field wall — a double by Gary
Sheffield and the single by Rod-
riguez.

“I made a couple of pitches you
shouldn’t make in this ballpark,”
said Foulke, who has blown four
of his last seven save chances.
“You've got to take the wall out of
play.”
knew his hit was

race that i appears to
be over.

“I'm sure he wants to contrib-
ute especially here,” Derek Jeter

aid. “The first time around was
Kind of tough.”

After losing six of seven games
to the Red Sox in April, the Yan-
kees have won four straight
against their longtime rival, open-
ing their largest margin since win-
ning the division by 10%2 games in
2002. Boston has lost seven of 10.

“Every loss to me is huge,” Red

over the head of Manny Ramirez,
who was playing shallower than
usual.

“I knew Manny was playing
close because he wanted to get
Sheffield out at the plate,” Rod-
riguez said.

Mariano Rivera then closed it
out with a perfect bottom half for
his AL-best 35th save in 36 chanc-
es, his 23rd in a row.

Millar homered in the fourth,
sixth and eighth innings, the last

The Yankee:

’ Alex Rodriguez watches the flight of his double to bring

home the winning run in the ninth inning in Boston on Friday.

one tying the score 7-all against
Tom Gordon (3-3), who got the
win.

Millar has five homers in his
last three games after hitting five
in his first 85. His feat came exact-
ly two years after the previous
three-homer game at Fenway
Park, by Nomar Garciaparra
against Tampa Bay.

“That was big, especially tying
the game off Tom Gordon, who's
as tough as there is right now out
of the bullpen,” Millar said.

Millar became the first player
to hit three homers in a game

against the Yankees since Mo
Vaughn on May 30, 1997. He is
just the third player to hit three
homers in a Red Sox-Yankees
game, joining Vaughn and Lou Ge-
hrig in 1927, according to the
Elias Sports Bureau.

Jeter and Jason Giambi re-
turned to the Yankees lineup after
missing two games each. Jeter,
‘who has a small break on his right
hand after getting hit by a pitch
Tuesday, went 0-for-5. Giambi, re-
covering from an intestinal para-
site, was 0-for-3 and stretched his
hitless streak to 21 at-bats.

Red Sox starter Curt Schilling
gave up seven runs on seven hits
against the Yankees on Friday.

Sheffield’s 20th homer put the
Yankees ahead in the first, but
Boston went ahead 3-1 in the
third against Jon Lieber on Trot
Nixon’s RBI double and Bill Muel-
ler’s two-run shot.

After Millar’s first homer ex-
tended the lead to 4-1, Kenny Lof-
ton hit an RBI smgle in the fifth,
when the Yankees left the bases
loaded.

Schilling couldn’t stop the Yan-
kees in the sixth, when he allowed
four singles and one walk while
facing six batters.

Jorge Posada hit an RBI single,
Ruben Sierra singled in a run on
a high bouncer halfway down the
first-base line and Lofton doubled
inarun for a 5-4 lead. Bernie
iams then hit a two-run double off
Mike Timlin.

Two more homers by Millar
around Jason Varitek’s RBI dou-
ble in the seventh tied the score.

Ordonez back on DL,
but White Sox upbeat

Knee injury could end star outfielder’s season

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — The Chicago
White Sox plan to keep scoring
runs in bunches, even without
Magglio Ordonez and Frank Tho-

‘mas in the line-
up.
AL “We can’t
to go out
Roundup there and try
[replace]

Magglio and
Frank because we have to play
our game,” Carlos Lee said. “We
have to stick together.”

After learning that Ordonez
could miss the rest of the season
because of an injured knee, Lee
hit a two-run homer and drove in
three runs and the White Sox beat
Lhe Demm Tigers 6-4 on Friday

Ordonez. a four-time All-Star,
went back on the disabled list Fri-
day and could spend up to eight
weeks on crutches. The outfielder
has a fluid problem in his knee,
stemming from a collision the
All-Star right fielder had with sec-
ond baseman Willie Harris on
May 19 in Cleveland.

Ordonez went on the 15-day dis-
abled list a week after the colli-
sion and had surgery to repair

torn cartilage on June 5.

Chicago already is missing Tho-
mas, who's expected to miss eight
weeks wilh a broken bone in his
left foof

After the White Sox learned the
bad news, Esteban Loaiza (9-5) al-
lowed four runs and seven hits in
six innings to win for the first
time in four starts since he beat
the Cubs on June 27.

CIiff Politte and Damaso Marte
combined for two hitless innings,
and Shingo Takatsu pitched a
1-2-3 ninth for his eighth save in
eight chances.

Indians 3, Royals 2: Ben Brous-
sard homered off Nate Field (2-2)
on a 3-0 count with one out in the
11th, giving Cleveland its eighth
win in a major league-high 19
extra-inning games this year.

Rick White (4-4) stranded the
go-ahead run at second in the
11th by striking out Ruben Mateo
and pinch-hitter Dee Brown.

Twins 7, Orioles 3: Corey Kosk-
ie homered and had a season-high
four RBIs as visiting Minnesota
won its fifth straight and main-
tained its half-game lead over Chi-
cago in the AL Central.

Carlos Silva (9-7) allowed three
runs and nine hits in six-plus in-

AP

Jose Guillen drove in five runs for
the Anaheim Angels in their 8-2
victory in Seattle on Friday.

nings to earn his first win in four
starts since June 23. John Maine
(0-1) gave up four runs, seven
hits and three walks over 3/s in-
nings in his major league debut.

Blue Jays 7, Devil Rays 4:
Frank Menechino had three hits,
including a solo homer, and Tor.
onto scored six unearned runs in
the third at SkyDome.

Miguel Batista (9-6) allowed
three runs and six hits in six in-
nings to win for the seventh time
in his last eight decisions at Sky-
Dome.

Angels 8, Mariners 2: Jose
Guillen had three hits, a home
run and five RBISs at Seattle.

John Lackey (8-9) won for the
fourth time in five decisions, al-
lowing two runs and nine hits in
5'/3 innings.

Rangers solve Mulder,
extend lead in AL West

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Kenny
Rogers thinks his 18-game win-
ning streak at the Coliseum is just
one of those inexplicable baseball
quirks.

There’s no mystery to the
Texas Rangers’ surge to the top of
the AL West: a powerful lineup,
Rogers’ pitching and a confi-
dence that grows with every win
over their rivals.

Kevin Mench hit a three-run
homer during Texas’ sixth-inning
rally, and the Rangers snapped
Mark Mulder’s 11-game winning
streak with an 8-3 victory over
the Athletics on Friday night.

Rogers joined Mulder as the
majors’ only 13-game winners
with another victory in Oakland,
though he had plenty of help.

Rogers (13-3), who allowed six
hits and three runs in 5%/s innings,
hasn’t lost in 35 starts in Oakland
since Aug. 7, 1994.

Though Rogers wasn’t perfect,
his teammates’ run support kept
him out of trouble — even against
Mulder, who had won five
straight starts.

“I don’t think these guys care
who's on the mound against
them,” Rogers said. “I think they
know I'm going to give them a
pretty good chance to win. They
were the ones who did it tonight,

and doing this against Mark Mul-
der, that’s a pretty special thing.”

Eric Young added a two-run
double for the Rangers, who in-
creased their division lead over
Oakland to 41> games in the open-
er of a key three-game series.

Texas pounded Mulder (13-3),
the winning pitcher in the All-Star
Game, for 10 hits and seven runs
over six innings in his first loss in
15 starts since April 28. The
left-hander fell two wins short of
Catfish Hunter’s franchise record
for consecutive victories.

“Our guys grinded it, but
you've got to feel real fortunate
when you score that many runs
off him,” Texas manager Buck
Showalter said. “We got a little be-
hind, but that rally was great. You
usually end up on the wrong end
of something like that when you
fall behind Mulder.”

Mulder never appeared to be in
top form while losing to Texas at
home for the first time in seven ca-
reer starts. He lost control in the
sixth, when Texas sent 10 hitters
to lhe plate and scored five runs.

“I didn't have good Stuff to-
night, and you can’t rely on
off-speed pitches all the time,”
Mulder said. “There have been
other times I didn’t have my fast-
ball, but it was more obvious to-
night. We know it’s a big series,
but we’re not stressing over it. It
would have been nice if I pitched
better and got a win out of it.”



PAGE 24

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Sunday, July 25, 2004

Fossum cruises, then sinks

Castilla’s homer
ruins no-hit bid;
Arizona breaks
team loss mark

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Casey Fossum
cruised into the seventh inning
with a no-hitter against the Colo-
rado Rockies. Vinny Castilla
changed all that with one big
swing.

Castilla broke up Fossum’s
no-hit bid with a two-run homer
in the seventh,
then added an-

NL other ~ two-run
shot in the
ST ciehth in an 82
victory Friday

night that sent
the Arizona Diamondbacks to a
team-record 12th straight loss.

After walking two batters with
one out in the first, Fossum (2-9)
retired 17 straight before walking
Todd Helton leading off the sev-
enth. Castilla then homered to left
on a 1-1 pitch.

“It seemed like the first batter,
I was just trying to be too fine
with my pitches,” the left-hander
said. “Any time you walk the lead-
off guy, it’s not good. It comes
back to haunt you.”

Jeromy Burnitz hit another
two-run homer later in the inning,
a 445-foot drive that gave Colo-
rado a 4-1 lead.

“He just located his pitches
well, and then in the seventh in-
ning we got good pitches to hit
and put good swings on them,”
Burnitz said.

Fossum allowed six runs, three
hits and four walks in 7'/s innings
while striking out seven for the Di-
amondbacks, who have lost nine
straight home games, also a team
record.

Jeff Fassero (2-6) gave up one
run and four hits in seven in-
nings.

Helton hit an RBI single in the
eighth and Castilla added a
two-run homer off Mike Koplove
to reach 20 for the eighth time in
his career. Before homering

(5-3), and visiting Chicago won its
third straight.

Alou went 2-for-4, and has six
homers and Is in his last
nine games. Lee’s homer was his
fifth in nine games, and fifth in 31
at-bats against Brett Myers (5-8).

Phillies first baseman Jim
Thome, who leads the majors
with 31 homers, missed the game
because of tendinitis in his right
index finger. Philadelphia closer

ly Wagner wasn’t available
and will miss the rest of the series
because of a sore throwing shoul-
der.
rs 3, Padres 2: Adrian
Beltre homered off Rod Beck
(0-2) with one out in the ninth to
give the homestanding Dodgers
their 16th win in 18 games and in-
crease their lead in the NL West
over the Padres and San Fran-
cisco to 3%» games.

The teams played in front of a
Dodger Stadium-record crowd of
55,311.

Eric Gagne (3-0) pitched a
scoreless ninth for the win.

Expos 2, Marlins 1: Orlando
Cabrera’s sacrifice fly in the
fourth ended the host Expos’
42-inning scoreless streak agamst
Florida, and Jose Vidro
go- ahead RBI double in the flﬂh

The Expos had been shut out in
each of their last four games
against the Marlins, but Ca-
brera’s sac fly off Brad Penny
(8-8) tied it at 1.

It was the longest such streak
in the majors since the California
Angels shut out Cleveland over

Pittsburgh’s Jose Castillo leaps over Cincinnati

Ryan Freel to com-

plete an inning-ending double play in the third inning on Friday night.

Wednesday and Thursday in Los
Angeles, Castilla hadn’t hit any
since June 15.

“When you find your home-run
stroke, they start coming,” Castil-
la said.

Brewers 7, Astros 6: Roger
Clemens tied his season high by
allowing three homers, and the
visiting Brewers stopped a
four-game losing streak on Wes
Helms’ ninth-inning sacrifice fly.

Clemens, who didn't get a deci-
sion, left trailing 5-0 after allow-
ing five runs and eight hits in 5%/3

innings. He walked one and
struck out seven, raising his ca-
reer total to 4,232. He remained
at 321 wins, two behind Nolan
Ryan and Don Sutton for 12th
place on the career list. Clemens
also hit a bloop single in the third,
but was then picked off at first.

Scott Podsednik broke the
Brewers' 25-inning  scoreless
streak with a homer on the sec-
ond pitch of the game.

Cubs 5, Phillies 1: Moises
Alou, Sammy Sosa and Derrek
Lee homered to back Kerry Wood

innings in 1966, ac-
cording to the Elias Sports Bu-
reau. The New York Highlanders
had a major league-record 45-in-
ning scoreless streak against Bos-
ton in 1906.

Pirates 6, Reds 3: Oliver
Perez (6-4) struck out 11 in seven
innings, and Craig Wilson drove
in two runs for the host Pirates.

Pittsburgh is 6-2 since the
All-Star break and has won 18 of
24. The Pirates, once 9-19 at
home, are 23-23.

Perez (6-4) gave up five hits
and three runs. Jose Mesa
‘worked the ninth for his 28th save
in 29 opportunities.

Jose Acevedo (4-9) gave up
nine hits and six runs in 3'/s in-
nings.

Hermanson
comes back
to frustrate
Cardinals

BY R.B. FALLSTROM
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Dustin Herman-
son made an impressive return to
St. Louis.

son, released by the
Cardinals last June, took a no-hit-
ter into the seventh inning and
Barry Bonds hit a three-run
homer one day before his 40th
birthday, helping the San Fran-
cisco Giants end St. Louis’
five-game winning streak with a
7-2 victory Friday night.

Hermanson (4-3) allowed only
afourth-inning walk to Albert Pu-
jols before Pujols’ 28th homer
ended the no-hit bid with one out
in the seventh. Bonds didn’t move
a step in left field as the ball
sailed far above him — a drive es-
timated at 434 feet.

“If you guys go back and look at
it, it was shoulder high,” Herman-
son said of the pitch. “I've got to
tip my cap to him. If he’s not the
best hitter in the game, he’s one
of the two or three.”

Hermanson gave up two runs
and three hits in 6% innings. He
struck out five and walked one for
his first victory since June 27,
then had nothing but good things
to say about the Cardinals.

“I have no regrets about what I
did over here,” Hermanson said.
“I wasn't trying to get back at
these guys. I have all the respect
in the world for Tony La Russa.”

The Giants, facing the Cardi-
nals for the first time this year,
are 6-1 against St. Louis the last
two seasons. The Cardinals lost
for only the second time in 14
home games and have won 15 of
18 overall.

Bonds’ 25th homer of the sea-
son, and 683rd of his career, gave
the Giants a 6-0 lead in the sev-
enth. He had been 0-for-8 against
Jeff Suppan (9-6) before launch-
ing a 3-1 fastball over the
right-field wall for his first homer
in five days.

Mariners release former AL batting champ Olerud

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Former AL bat-
ting champion John Olerud was
released Friday by the last-place
Seattle Mariners.

Olerud, 35, was hitting .245
with five homers and 22 RBIs in
77 games when he was designat-
ed for assignment last week. He
was in the final year of a contract
which pays him $7.7 million this
season.

Olerud led the AL with a .363
average with Toronto in 1993,
‘when the Blue Jays won their sec-
ond straight World Series title.
He has a career average of .295,
with 2,143 hits, 244 homers and
1,167 RBIs.

Wagner out for weekend
PHILADELPHIA — Philadel-

phia closer Billy Wagner will
miss the rest of a weekend series
against the Chicago Cubs because
of a sore throwing shoulder.

Wagner said the injury oc-
curred  Wednesday, when we
worked 1'/3 innings against Flori-
da for his 16th save.

In 31 games, he is 3-0 with a
3.12 ERA and 46 strikeouts.

Broadcaster back in booth

TORONTO — Toronto Blue
Jays radio announcer Tom Cheek
was back in the broadcast booth
Friday night for the game against
the Tampa Bay Devil Rays, his
first game since undergoing sur-

gery last month to remove a brain
tumor. Cheek announced the fif
and sixth innings of the game.

Cheek, 65, called every game in
franchise history before missing
one in early June because of his
father's death — ending a
27'»-year streak covering 4,306
consecutive regular-season and
41 postseason games.

Stanford faces surgery

CLEVELAND — Cleveland
left-hander Jason Stanford will
likely undergo ligament replace-
ment surgery on his elbow next
week and will miss next season.

“At this point, he’ll probably
have an operation,” trainer Lon-
nie Soloff said Friday. “I think it
will end up being Tommy John,”
a procedure named after the
pitcher who first underwent the
revolutionary operation in 1974.

Stanford was 0-1 in two starts
before going on the disabled list
in April.

Spencer steps onto DL

NEW YORK — New York Mets
outfielder Shane Spencer went on
the 15-day disabled list Friday
after cutting his sandled right
foot on broken glass in a bar.

After attending a charity event
Thursday night, Spencer and his
wife went to a bar in Manhattan.
Wearing sandals, he stepped on
some broken glass, causing blood
to spurt from a deep gash in his
right heel.

Paramedics applied five stitch-
es and a bandage. Spencer was
given a walking cane, and doctors
told him to stay off his foot for
about a week.

Expos recall Corcoran

MONTREAL — The Montreal
Expos recalled right-hander Roy
Corcoran from Class AAA Edm-
onton on Friday, and optioned
left-hander Chad Bentz to Edmon-
ton. Corcoran was 4-1 with five
saves and a 2.98 ERA in 29 games
with Edmonton.

Orioles’ Matos on DL

BALTIMORE — The Balti-
more Orioles placed center field-
er Luis Matos on the 15-day dis-
abled list Friday because of a
bruised right shin.

Matos slammed into the wall at
Fenway Park on Wednesday
while making a sensational catch
atgainst Boston. He missed time
during spring training with a
stress fracture in the same shin.

Matos is_hitting .224 with six
homers and 28 RBIs in 89 games.
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M. Schumacher wins pole for German GP

The Associated Press

HOCKENHEIM, Germany —
Michael Schumacher won the
pole position during_qualifying

“We worked the car very well. I
was pretty confident we had a
good chance,” said Schumacher,
who  finished  more

iams, last year’s winner, qualified
second with a Lime of 1:13. 668
Jenson Button of BAR

third-fastest ume (1:13.674) bul

for the German Grand Prix on Sat-
urday, moving him a step closer
to matching his record of 11 victo-
ries in a season.

Schumacher had a time of 1
minute, 13.306 seconds in his Fer-
rari on the 2.843-mile course to
pick up his sixth pole of the sea-
son and the 61st of his career,
four less than Ayrton Senna’s
record.

Schumacher’s last pole came in
the European Grand Prix at the
end of May.

an
three-tenths of a second in front
of the next-fastest drivers. “It is a
surprise to be up that much but I
wasn’t too surprised.”

Schumacher is trying for his
11th victory in 12 races this sea-
son. In 2002, he set the F1 record
of 11 victories in 17 races.

Ferrari drivers won 15 of 17
races that season.

“I think the way things are
going this weekend, it looks very
promising for us,” Schumacher

said.
Juan Pablo Montoya of Will-

will be penalized 10 spots on the
starting grid because of an engine
change at the end of Friday’s prac-
tice session

Button is third in the driver
standings with 53 points. Schuma-
cher leads with 100.

ile Schumacher hopes to tie
his record for victories in a sea-
son, Ferrari is aiming for another
team title.

Ferrari is 95 points ahead of
second-place Renault. If that lead
increases to 108 after Sunday,
Ferrari will clinch its sixth con-
secutive title and 14th overall.

www.800hightech.com
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Judge rules Bryant jury to hear
about accuser’s sexual activity

BY JON SARCHE
The Associated Press

DENVER — The judge in the
Kobe Bryant rape case has decid-
ed that jurors will be allowed to
hear about the sex life of the NBA
star’s accuser so they can deter-
mine her credibility.

With about a month to go be-
fore the trial begins, District
Judge Terry Ruckriegle on Fri-
day gave what legal experts see
as a solid victory to the defense.

Ruckriegle, however, limited
the admissible evidence to the
woman’s sexual activities in the
three days before her July 1, 2003
hospital examination, saying it is
relevant to help determine the
cause of her injuries and the
source of DNA evidence.

“While the defense lost some
things it wanted, it has accumulat-
ed amassive amount of damaging
facts,” Larry Pozner, former pres-
ident of the National Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers,
said. “This evidence is as damag-

Thank you from
Portland Oregon
Much love and God

speed, Melanie

Each and every one
of you can be proud
of being such great

American heroes. Your bravery
will go down in history.
Thank you for putting your
safety and well being on the
lin to prserve my fredom
and the free-
ies of my chil

2 hildren's chil-
dren. God Bless you and God
Bless America. A grateful family
in Buffalo,NY

I just wanted to say
thanks for the terrific
job you're doing. Tt

must be hell traveling thraugh
o desert sandstorm, with only
ane meal a day and just a few
hours of let alone the
abvious dangers of the war
itself. But I'm following you on
the news and | support you

tep of the way

e, ~IMM

Thanks men, those of
behind you are
rateful for your ser-

8 wish you all the best,
God Bless You All, L. Greer

ing a set of facts as a prosecutor
could ever have to contend with
and one wonders if at long last the
accuser will pull the plug on this

The woman’s lawyer, John
Clune, declined comment. Bry-
ant’s lawyers didn’t return a call.

The prosecution will decide
how to proceed after reviewing
the decision but no options have
been ruled out, spokeswoman
Krista Flannigan sai

“We have no plans of not mov-
ing forward with the prosecu-
tion,” she said. “It’s just, what is
that going to look like?”

Colorado’s rape-shield law gen-
erally prevents the sex life of an
alleged assault victim from being
admitted as evidence. Judges can
study evidence and witness testi-
mony behind closed doors to de-
termine if it is relevant.

Ruckriegle said “specific in-
stances of sexual activity” and evi-
dence of sex can be offered to bol-
ster the contention that her inju-
ries were not caused by Bryant.

Messages of Support

To all of our traoy
it's amazing the num-
ber of people who are

behind all of you. The naysay-
ers may get a lot of press but
they are the smallest of a
minority. Peaple try to go
about their everyday business
but with one exception-
are always on our minds and in
our prayers. Each and everyone
af you are important & pre-
cious to a mighty God who is
very real. And so you are to us
also. Love to all of you, Carol
Lowe, Bartlett, TN

extremly proud
¥ g and fighting for
our country i bet it must be
scary huh anyways i will pray
for you all and May God Be
With You all of you.

We are all proud of
everyone over there
keep your heads up

and keep strong, the yellow rib-
bons are flying high "tll they all
come home" you all are in our
prayers. and to all the men in
blue keep my hubby safe and
send him home soor 1

Under seal, the judge filed a de-
tailed ruling explaining what evi-
dence will be admitted.

Pozner said the ruling gives the
defense ammunition to attack the
alleged victim’s credibility.

“In most sexual assault cases
the complaining w1mess is the
strength of the case,” he said. “In
this one she’s the weakness of the
case.”

Bryant, 25, faces an Aug. 27
trial on a single charge of felony
sexual assault. He has pleaded
not guilty, saying he had consen-
sual sex last summer with the
‘woman, then a 19-year-old front
desk worker at a Vail-area resort.

If convicted, Bryant faces four
years to life in prison or 20 years
to life on probation, and a fine up
to $750,000.

The defense has suggested the
‘woman had multiple sexual part-
ners in the days surrounding her
June 2003 encounter with Bryant,
including sex with someone after
the alleged attack and before she
contacted the authorities. Her
lawyer has denied that claim.

Cavaliers get
F Gooden
from Magic

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Needing to
find a replacement for Carlos
Boozer and to appease their fans,
the Cleveland Cavaliers acquired
Drew Gooden in a four-player
swap with Orlando on Friday.

Cleveland sent forward Tony
Battie and two second-round
draft picks to the Magic in ex-
change for Gooden, Brazilian
rookie forward Anderson Varejao
and 7-foot center Steven Hunter.

Gooden should help Cleveland
offset the stunning departure of
Boozer, who bolted as a free
agent when he signed a six-year,
$68 million offer sheet with Utah
last week.

On Tuesday, the Cavaliers
began their post-Boozer cleanup
by acquiring guard Eric Snow in
atrade with Philadelphia.

While the 6-foot-10, 242-pound
Gooden ismt quite as good as
Boozer, he’s young, talented and
inexpensive. He’ll make $3.2 mil-
lion next season and the Cava-
liers can pick up a $4 million op-
tion for 2005-06 by Oct. 31.

Gooden averaged 11.6 points
and 6.5 rebounds in 79 games —
17 starts — for the Magic last sea-
son. Drafted with the No. 4 over-
all pick in 2002 by Memphis,
Gooden was traded by the Griz-
zlies to Orlando during his rookie

year.

In other NBA news Friday:

W Free agent Jarron Collins
re-signed with the Utah Jazz on
Friday.

W The Minnesota Timber-
wolves agreed to a multiyear con-
tract with key backup Fred Hoi-
berg on Friday.
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Martin Truex Jr., left, talks with crew chief Tony Eury Jr. in the garage

in Loudon, N.H., on Friday. Truex quali

third for the

mens 300.

Truex Jr. gets early
start in Nextel Cup

Busch driver replaces recovering Earnhardt;
Newman wins pole for Siemens 300 at NHIS

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOUDON, Martin
Truex Jr. planned to start his Nex-
tel Cup career at New Hampshire
International Speedway — just
not this soon.

Truex replaoed injured Dale
Earnhardt Jr. in practice and
qualifying Friday and is set to re-
lieve Earnhardt at the wheel of
the No. 8 Chevrolet early in Sun-
day’s Siemens 300.

The 24-year-old driver, who
leads the NASCAR Busch Series
driver standings for Earnhardt’s
Chance 2 Motorsports team, took
advantage of the opportunity and
qualified third in his Cup debut.

He trailed only pole winner
Ryan Newman, whose lap of
132.360 mph — as the last of 46
drivers in the qualifying line —
knocked series points leader Jim-
mie Johnson’s 131.984 off the top
spot.

Truex was next at 131.660.

“We tested here because I was
going to drive a Cup race here in
September for Chance 2, so I
knew I could get in and do a good
job and drive it as hard as I
could,” Truex said.

Under NASCAR rules, the driv-
er change means Earnhardt will
have to start at the rear of the
43-car field on Sunday, but Truex
earned the team a good pit stall
with his qualifying effort.

arnhardt chose to sit out Fri-
day because he still is in pain and
needs more time to heal burns on
his legs and face received in a
frightening crash last week. He
planned to get into the car for
practlce Saturday.

“We just have to wait and see
how this plays itself out,” Earn-
hardt said, looking a bit uncom-
fortable with his dressings, includ-
ing a white gauze bandage
wrapped tightly around his neck.

“Unfortunately, after the wreck
last weekend, I won’t be able to
run the entire race,” he said. “I'm
really disappointed. I've never
been in this situation before.

“It’s painful to walk around, but
what's most comfortable for me is
sitting in the race car. This is just
an opportunity to give Martin
more time and a better opportuni-
1y to give us a better finish.”

Siemens 300 lineup

NASCAR Nextel Cup
After Friday qualiying; race Sunday
At New Hampshire In1 Speedway
Loudon, KA.
length: 1.058 miles
(car murmbor n arentheses)
1, 012) Ryan Newman, Dodge, 132360
mph.
. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet,
31,984,
(8) Martin Truex Jr, Chevrolet,

31,660,
. (15) Michael Waltrip, Chevrolet,
488,

. (@2) Jamie McMurray,

Dodge,

. (9) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 131410,
. (19) Jeremy ' Mayfield, Dodge,

31,198,
- @) Rusty Wallage, Dodge, 131107
Stewart, ' Chevrolet,

056
0.” (32) Ricky Craven, Chevrolet,
i."(5) Terry Labonte, Chevrolet,
345,

12.(0) Ward Burton, Chevrolet, 130.833.
3. (39 Ellottsacliér, Ford, 130,752
4, (30) Dave Blaney, Chevrolet,

5.(10) Scott Rigos, Chevrolet 130658.
- (16) Greg Biffe,Ford, 130483,
 (45) Ken Schradier, Dodge, 130.416,
(01) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet,

278,
)29 Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet,
0. (18) Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet,
1. (31) Robby Gordon, Chevrolet,
104,

. (41) Casey Mears, Dodge, 130.011.
. (25) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet,

4. (w eff Gordon, Chevrolet 120.60.
88) Dale Jarrett, Ford, 129,
O NRark iarin Forc 125 735
. (99) Jeff Burton, Ford, 129,61
m(i ) Bobby Hamilton Jr.,
. (77) Brendan Gaughan, Dodge,
363,

. (63)Jeft Green, Dodge, 120221,
(17) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 129.195.
(97) Kort Busch | Ford, 13905,

Dodge, 1
2 (53 Rk R Fore, 128961
125 () Jimmy " Spencer,” Chevrolet,

- (50) Mike Wallace, Dodge, 128.580.

- (49 Serling Marii, Dodge, 128.476.

. (22 Wimmer Dodge, 128.44c.
visi

*Bodge,

Do
3 fhe. Ford. Drovlslonal.
R : (833 Niorgan Shepherd, bodge, pro
visional,

(72) Ted Christopher, Ford, provi-

43.(02) Hermie Sadler, Chevrolet, provi-
sional.

Failed to Qualify

44. (51) Kevin Lepage, Chevrolet,
126,148,

45.(83) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, DNF.

46. (00) Ryan McGlynn, Chevrolet, WD.

Truex is aware of the impor-
tance of his assignment.

“Obviously, this isn’t the way
we’d like to get our first Nextel
Cup start,” he said. “Junior is real
focused to win the championship
and we're here to help get him all
the points we can get.
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Armstrong’s ride
into record book
nearly complete

Victory in time trial turns
final stage into victory lap

BY JOHN LEICESTER

The Associated Press

BESANCON, France — Lance Armstrong capped
his most dominant Tour de France with another im-
pressive win in the final time trial Saturday, guaran-
teeing that he will ride into history as the first
six-time champion in the race’s 101-year history.

Pedaling furiously toward a stage victory that he
didn’t even need, Armstrong overpowered his rivals
again, quickly building a gaping lead which he car-
ried past cheering crowds to the finish line of the in-
dividual race against the clock.

Riding a high-tech aerodynamic bike, and wear-
ing the leader’s yellow jersey, the Texan finished 61
seconds faster than Jan Ullrich, the 1997 Tour cham-
pion and a five-time runner-up.

The stage win was Armstrong’s fifth of this Tour,
his most since he won cycling’s most prestigious
event for the first time in 1999.

Only a crippling crash or other catastrophe will
prevent Sunday’s closing ride into Paris from being
a lap of honor for Armstrong.

“To be on the verge of breakmg history is incredi-
bly special,” he said.

Still, he remained cautious.

“I'm always careful to say that we have another
day to go, and if you crash on the Champs Elysee
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Lance Armstrong, above, will earn his 66th yellow
jersey on Sunday, the third-most in the Tour de
France. Eddy Merckx had 96 and Bernard Hinault 78.

and don’t finish tomorrow, then you don’t win. So I
have to be careful and hope it works out,” Arm-
strong said.

“What does it mean to me win six Tours? It’s very
difficult to say. You'll have to ask me in a couple
weeks, I think. When I won the first one, I thought I
could die and go away a happy man. To win six is
very hard to put into words.”

Andreas Kloden, Ullrich’s teammate, was third
Saturday and rode so fast that he surpassed Ivan
Basso for second in the overall standings.

rmstrong remained modest.

“T wouldn’t be so bold as to call it a domination,”
he said.

Basso, the only rider other than Armstrong to win
astage in the Pyrenees this year, is 6:59 behind. Ull-
rich is 9:09 back.

Armstrong’s overall lead of 6:38 over Kloden is
one of his biggest. Last year, he beat Ullrich by just
61 seconds.

BY ROBERT WELLER
The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — A review has
concluded that the Air Force Academy’s athletic
department does not give athletes special treat-
ment to maintain winning records.

The review, led by a retired general, was or-
dered as part of an examination of the academy
after female cadets reported being punished for re-
porting sexual assaults. Critics questioned the han-
dling of disciplinary cases involving athletes.

At a meeting with the Board of Visitors, the acad-
emy’s oversight board, retired Gen. Michael Ryan
recommended some changes, including ending the

AFA: Athletes get no special treatment

practice of excusing some athletes from interviews
with selection officers. The interviews are part of
the academy’s admissions process.

Nevertheless, Ryan concluded, “the Air Force
Academy’s admissions process does not give
undue emphasis to recruiting.” He said 16 percent
of the academy’s cadets were recruited as athletes.

LaSalle basketball
coaches resign amid
rape investigations

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — La Salle
University basketball coaches
Billy Hahn and John Miller have
resigned amid two rape investiga-
tions involving players on the
men’s team, school officials an-
nounced Saturday.

Hahn, the men’s coach, and
Miller, the women’s coach, were
placed on administrative leave
July 6. That move came after an
investigation that yielded rape
charges against former players
Michael Cleaves and Gary Neal,
and a separate claim by a former
women’s player who said she was
sexually assaulted by a men’s
team player but discouraged from
telling police by La Salle coaches.

“This is a complex situation
and not a judgment on the person-
al character of the coaches, but
the university’s policies and pro-
cedures are clear,” Brother
Michael J. McGinniss, president
of La Salle University, said in a
statement Saturday. “When it
comes to the safety of our stu-
dents and our community, there
is no room for personal interpreta-
tion of our rules.”

The coaches did not attend the
news conference and calls to
Hahn's attorney were not immedi-
ately returned. A phone listing
for Miller was not immediately
available.

Cleaves, 22, of Paterson, N.J.
and Neal, 19, of Baltimore, face
charges of rape, involuntary devi-
ate sexual intercourse, sexual as-
sault, unlawful restraint and other
charges as the result of an alleged
incident June 24 in which a Uni-
versity of New Haven women’s
player claimed she was raped dur-

He said there was no dif-
ference in the academic success of athletes and
non-athletes, and that their Air Force careers also
‘were comparable.

No mention was made during the meeting of four
cadets, including two athletes, who face charges in-
volving illegal steroids. Lt. Gen. John Rosa, the acad-
emy’s superintendent, said there was no hint of any
athletic department involvement in the cases.

ing an party.

The 19-year- old woman had
been working at a youth basket-
ball camp run by Miller.

DNA evidence matched sam-
ples taken from both players, po-
lice said.

Both men turned themselves in

Sports briefs

earlier this month and are no long-
er enrolled at the university, ac-
cording to school officials.

Williams sisters win in Calif.

CARSON, Calif. — Venus Will-
iams and Lindsay Davenport ad-
vanced to the JPMorgan Chase
Open semifinals with easy victo-
ries Friday, setting up a rematch
of last week’s final at Stanford.

Williams defeated 11th-seeded
Francesca Schiavone of Italy 7-5,
6-1,and No. 3 Davenport beat sev-
enth-seeded Nadia Petrova of Rus-
sia 6-1, 6-1 in the quarterfinals.

Top- ’seeded Serena Williams
needed nearly two hours to get by
No. 8 Vera Zvonareva of Russia
4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Roddick back in Indy semifinal

INDIANAPOLIS — There will
be no rematch of last year’s title
match in the RCA Championships.

Defending champion Andy Rod-
dick did his job Friday night by de-
feating sixth-seeded Dominik Hr-
baty in a quarterfinal match.

But No. 12 seed Nicolas Kiefer
ousted 2003 runner-up Paradon
Srichaphan in a quarterfinal.

Roddick defeated Hrbaty 6-2,
6-3, and Kiefer saved five break
points in a tiebreaker before de-
feating fourth-seeded Srichaphan
7-6 (7),7-6 (5) in a match that last-
ed2 hnurs 33 minutes and includ-
ed 131 points.

Earlier, Ivan ILjubicic over-
came a bee sting and upset
third-seeded Sebastien Grosjean.
He'll meet Roddick in one semifi-
nal Saturday and Gregory Carraz
will play Kiefer.

Avalanche re-sign Tanguay

DENVER — The Colorado Ava-
lanche re-signed  restricted
free-agent forward Alex Tanguay
to a one-year contract Friday,
avoiding salary arbitration.

Doolan upends Sorenstam to win Evian Masters title

The Associated Press

EVIAN, France — Australia’s
Wendy Doolan captured the
Evian Masters title on Saturday.

swept Royal Portrush on Satur-
day to take a one-shot lead into
the final round of the Senior Brit-
ish Open.

Oakley, who had to qualify for

Doolan, 35, collected the big-
gest check of her professional ca-
reer ($375,000) with a final-round
7-under-par 65 to finish 18-under,
one stroke ahead of world No. 1
Annika Sorenstam, who had a 71.

Doolan climbed the leader
board with a birdie-eagle-bird-
ie-eagle-birdie stretch from holes
six to 10. She played the final
eight holes in even-par, finishing
with a birdie.

Doolan trailed Sorenstam by
six strokes with 12 holes to play,
then led by three when she
stepped onto the 16th tee.

“T just knew I had it in me to
make a lot of birdies on this
course,” the Australian said.
“This means what I'm doing is
working for me.”

It was Doolan’s third LPGA
title in a nine-year career.

Sorenstam, who led by three at
the start of the final round, played
the first 15 holes in 2-over. She
made a charge with three birdies
on the last three holes, missing a
35-foot eagle putt on 18 that woul-
d've forced a playoff.

Sorenstam  finished ~second,
with Mexico’s Lorena Ochoa (68)
in third, two behind Doolan.

“It’s disappointing when you get
into position to win and don’t do it,
Sorenstam said. “But today I just
didn’t make anything happen.”

Fourteen-year-old Michelle Wie
shot 69 and finished tied for 33rd.

Club pro from Delaware
leads Senior British Open
PORTRUSH, Northern Ireland

— Peter Oakley, a club pro from
Delaware, shot 1-over 73 at wind-

the championship, leads Don
Pooley and Mark McNulty by one
stroke. Tom Kite and Mark
James trail by two.

Asked if he believed he would
be leading the $1.6 million cham-
pionship going into the final
round, the pro from The Rookery
in Rehoboth Beach said, “Not in
my wildest dreams. I was more
nervous trying to qualify for the
event. I was one of 132 people try-
ing to qualify for 20 spots.”

Oakley’s 4-under 68 on Friday
gave him a share of the lead. And
when Pooley bogeyed the 18th on
Saturday, Oakley took the lead.

Graham Marsh became the
first player in a major tourna-
ment to make a hole-in-one on the
same hole twice, according to
tournament officials.

Marsh holed a 9-iron on the

170-yard 11th on Thursday. On Sat-
urday, he aced it with an 8-iron.
Franco in front in Milwaukee

MILWAUKEE — Carlos Fran-
co tied his best round on the PGA

and Todd Fischer each shot 70
and were tied for eighth at 135.
Robert Gamez and Brett Quigley
shot 71 and were tied for 14th.

Lonard up one in Irish Open

DROGHEDA, Imland — Peter
Lonard triple-b

Tour on Friday, carding a
7-under 63 for a one-stroke lead
after two rounds of the U.S. Bank
Championship.

Franco, who won the event for-
merly known as the Greater Mil-
waukee Open in 1999, moved to
9-under 131, one shot ahead of
Rich Beem, who had a second 66
at Brown Deer Park.

Scott Hoch (65), Bo Van Pelt
(68) and Patrick Sheehan (68)
were two shots back at 133.

Van Pelt and Sheehan were
among a record-tying eight golf-
ers who teed off Friday as the
leaders after 18 holes.

The other first-round leaders fal-
tered, especially Brian Kortan,
who followed his 65 Thursday with
a 9-over 79 and missed the cut.

Danny Briggs, Olin Browne

pl
on the seventh hole Saturday to
post an even-par 72, giving him a
one-stroke over fellow-Australian
Brett Rumford after three rounds
of the Irish Open.

99% APPROVAL HATE
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Cowboys banking on George for a title run

By TODD ARCHER
The Dallas Morning News

IRVING, Texas — Lounging
with his son, Jaire, on a blue sofa
in the middle of the Cowboys’
locker room Friday afternoon,
Eddie George felt at ease.

“It looks the same from the last
time I was here,” George said.

Eight years after his first visit to
Dallas to accept the Doak Walker
Award, George will take up a
more permanent residence with
the Cowboys, signing a one-year
contract that can be worth as
much as $5 million. He received a
$1.5 million signing bonus and will
be paid a base salary of $660,000.
If he runs for 1,300 yards and
scores 10 touchdowns, he will re-
ceive $3 million in incentives.

And if he does that, the Cowboys
might have a successful season.

“I think I can still carry the
load and do the things I've been
doing,” said George, who ran for
10,009 yards in eight seasons for
the Tennessee Titans.

“Iwas just asking for the oppor-

tunity and being in the right fit
and the right situation. This could
beit.”

George, 30, will have to prove
that he has plenty left when train-
ing camp begins next week in Ox-
nard, Calif.

Among the top 20 rushers in
NFL history, George (3.7 yards
per carry) is one of only two who
have not averaged 4 yards a carry
(John Riggins is the other). He
has also been nagged by shoul-
der, knee, calf and toe injuries in
recent years, but he has not
missed a start.

The Cowboys were prepared to
let second-round pick Julius Jones
win the starting job, but now, ac-
cording to coach Bill Parcells’
plan, the best player will play, and
that’s OK with George. But he has
never shared the workload.

“It's not ideal,” George said.
“I've never been in that situation.
Tl get into camp and see what
happens.”

George is also aware of Par-
cells’ history with Ottis Anderson,
who went five years between

AP

Eddie George, left, signed a one-year contract that, with incentives,
could be worth as much as $5 million. Cowboys owner/GM Jerry Jones,
right, would gladly pay the $3 million bonus for a 1,300-yard season that
includes 10 touchdowns. George, 30, has 10,009 career rushing yards.

1,000-yard seasons before 1989,
when he ran for 1,023 for the New
York Giants. In 1990, the Giants
selected running back Rodney
Hampton in the first round, but
Anderson’s hard-running _style
led Parcells to his second Super
Bowl victory.

“Bill Parcells has a very good
feel for the right way to maximize
the value to a team of a veteran
running back,” owner and gener-
al manager Jerry Jones said.
Terry Glenn, who played with
George at Ohio State, believes a
change of scenery will help.

“Sometimes when you stay with
a team a long, long time, things
get redundant,” Glenn said.

“Also, I think he’s going to have
a chip on his shoulder with the
way things went down in Tennes-
see.”

The Titans asked George to take
apay cut, which he declined, lead-
ing to his release earlier this week.

“It's very odd,” said George of
being with another team.
“Change is inevitable, and it
comes in different ways. And
right now I'm in a transition point
and an adjustment period. The or-
ganization is doing everything
they can to make me feel comfort-
able as soon as possible. It’s been
difficult. It's been emotional.”

The Cowboys had a similar di-
vorce last year when they released
Emmitt Smith, the NFL’s career
leading rusher. Smith signed with
Arizona, and he ran for a ca-
reer-low 256 yards in 10 games.

The Cowboys are hoping
George can be another Anderson,
not last year’s Smith.

Camp: a OB shuffle

CAMP, FROM BACK PAGE

sons behind Marc Bulger and
gives the Giants an experienced
QB to start if Manning isn’t ready
to take a pounding behind what
could be a shaky offensive line.

Collins landed in Oakland,
where his size and strong arm
make him the perfect quarter-
back for the “vertical offense”
that owner Al Davis has always fa-
vored. Turner says 38-year-old in-
cumbent Rich Gannon, who
missed nine games last season
with injury, is the starter, but that
could change.

Tim Couch has moved, too.

The No. 1 overall pick when
Cleveland returned to the NFL in
1999, Couch was released by the
Browns and signed with Green
Bay as Brett Favre’s backup. Jeff
Garcia left San Francisco and
signed with the Browns, a team
seemingly in disarray, especially
in the front office, where coach
Butch Davis has dumped almost
everyone, including team spokes-
man Todd Stewart.

The first order of business for
most teams this week will be sign-
ing their first-round picks.

Manning’s deal with the Giants
will set the standard, at least for
the four first-round quarterbacks.

o

Messages o

Hello, Saying the words hank you just is not

enongh. We think of you all hours of the day

and pray and hope for your safe return. We
not always supported President Bush’s handling of
matter, as many citizens have not, as we are sure you
know. But that does nat diminish for one moment our
admiration and our support for you.

The others are San Diego’s Philip
Rivers, taken fourth by New York
and traded to the Chargers for
Manning; Pittsburgh’s Ben Roeth-
lisberger, 11th overall; and Buffa-
lo’s J.P. Losman, 22nd.

Few GMs seem worried.

“I learned my attitude toward
negotiations from George,” says
Giants General Manager Ernie Ac-
corsi, referring to his predecessor,
the late George Young. “Nothing
ever gets done until Bastille Day.”

For those unfamiliar with the
French Revolution, Bastille Day
is July 14.

But things are later now. The
regular season doesn’t begin until
Sept. 9 when Indianapolis visits
New England in a reprise of last
season’s AFC title game and the
first full menu of games isn’t until
Sept. 12, the latest opening Sun-
day for the NFL since 1987.

Signings could be slow in a few
cases: Washington announced it
wouldn’t draft Kellen Winslow Jr.
because he is represented by Carl
and Kevin Poston, known for hold-
ing out their players. Winslow
was taken by Cleveland. The Pos-
tons also represent two other
first-rounders: wide receiver Reg-
gie Williams of Jacksonville and
cornerback Chris Gamble of Caro-
lina.

*

We will ALWAYS

thank each and every man and woman thatis servingin

of Support

Oshkash, Wisconsin

Quarterback Kurt Warner left St.
Louis for the New York Giants.

Rivers is likely to wait to see
what Manning gets and he could
be out for a while — the Chargers
(as Cincinnati used to be) are no-
toriously penurious.

But Tom Condon, Manning’s
agent, got Peyton into camp rela-
tively quickly when he was the No.
1 overall pick; Accorsi says he will
pay Eli, as No. 1, not No. 4, and is
talking with Condon, with whom
he’s worked well in the past.

So expect most rookies to show
up pretty quickly.

“Last year was one of the quick-
est signing seasons we've had and
1 think this one will be the same,”
says  Roethlisberger’s agent,
Leigh Steinberg, whose first cli-
ent was Steve Bartkowski, the
first overall choice in 1975. “The
way the system is set up now, you
know just about what your player
will get. You just have to work out
the details.”

Dallas mulls decision
on disgruntled Bryant

From wire reports

IRVING, Texas — Antonio Bry-
ant paid a brief visit to the Cow-
boys’ Valley Ranch facility Fri-
day, and the third-year receiver
is expected back Monday for a
visit with coach Bill Parcells to de-
termine his status with the team.

During on-field work last
month, Bryant threw a jersey at
Parcells after an altercation that
included wide receiver Key-
shawn Johnson and wide receiv-
ers coach Todd Haley. Bryant re-
sumed working out in Dallas a
few weeks ago but not at the
team’s facility.

The Cowboys have delayed
making a decision about Bryant.
A few teams have called about
trading for Bryant, but the Cow-
boys want a significant draft pick
in return. Though headstrong,
Bryant does possess talent, and
the team’s wide receiving group
is not deep.

Agent Lamont Smith said Bry-
ant wants to stay in Dallas.

“He understands that he needs
to control his actions,” Smith said.

Meanwhile, safety Darren
Woodson will meet again with
doctors Monday before probably
undergoing surgery to repair a
ruptured disk Tuesday.

The Cowboys want to have sur-
gery performed as soon as possi-

ble so Woodson does not miss
much of the regular season.
Owner and general manager
Jerry Jones said the most Wood-
son would miss is eight weeks,
which would run into the home
opener Sept. 19 vs. Cleveland.
“We’ve had good experiences
with former players with this type
of surgery,” said Jones, citing
Troy Aikman, Charles Haley and
Jay Novacek as examples. “Dar-
ren has had an excellent off-sea-
son relative to his conditioning.”

Raiders release C Robbins

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Former
Pro Bowl center Barret Robbins
was released by the Oakland
Raiders on Friday, a week after
he and two other players were
fined three game checks for test-
ing positive for the steroid THG.

Robbins confirmed that he had
failed the exam and added: “I'm
OK. I just don’t want to talk about
this right now.”
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[ NFL training camp capsules

By The Associated Pre
ofSapsules for the 32NFL teams 3t the start

ng camp. The top six in each confer-
e o T easonrs By teams
order of how far they advanced.

AFC
New England (14-2)

OPEN CAMP: July 29, Foxboro, Mass.

LAST VEAR: Won second Super Bow! in
three years, winning 12 games in a row to
end the season and three more in the play-

illon

8 Core,

troden GE TertelBeniey, NEvince Whtork
o ok

IMPORTANT LoSs-

Ted Washing-

S o

EEDS: The
Patriots hope to plu
in the 325-pound-
plus Wilfork for the

5-pound Washing-
fon. Woody was a malnstay on offense, but
they won the Super Bowi with Russ Hoch-
stefn filing i at guard

ing Dillon upgrades
(h runnmg Carne, whe the now deparied
Smith was the main man.
sm Belichick has worked wonders in gettin
layers to buy into team concept and i
HE e again the Pats coud contend for
third Super Bowl win in four seasons, a dy-
nasty in an era of parity.
I the Patriots win e first three games
d ot Arzo-

Fecord o1 Somsseut e wins, Sot I 1OTLTS,
amark also held by four other teams.

Indianapolis (12-4)

ug. 1, Terre Haute, Ind.

champion-
s Somne wherd the Corts lose 3614 mekew
I

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: S Bob Sanders
and LB Gilbert Gardner, both rookies, could

elp on defense.
IMPORTANT LOSS~

Marcus Washington.
CAMP_ NEEDS: The
Colts will be looking
fo fil two starting
{gbs on defens
ington
Mackin left and Harris was sbtased i '3

costcutting move. Second-year players
Cato June and Keyon Witeside and NFL our
neyman Jim N Il compete a

e ows red CB Joseph Jeffer-
soncan become a mawrconmhuwr, butthe
best battle may be between starting S
Idrees Bashir and Sander:

EXPECTATIONS: With a new $98 million
contract, Manning will be expected to star
again with an of ense that had no sl
cant losses. Th stion, as usual,

B on defense. It patforms, the Colts could
again be a Super Bowl contender.

Kansas City (13-3)

OPEN CAMP: July 2, River Falls, Wi

YEAR: Started 9-0, then Iost three of
oSt stver il o Pogne Feld advan
for first round, but one o

ensive coordinator instead of Greg
Son fred after Indy debacic. Team has high
hopes for rookie DT Junior Sia
IMPORTANT LOSSES: 7 lohn Tait, lost as
free agent to chic
NEEDS: Kedp everybody healthy on

offanse. ncucing Sriset PO, wh il
forn 5t in Setober a e o Tor an RS, Get
more production from WR: Holmes and TE
ivers last

year. Install Cunmnghams anack style de-
nd hope it works, because there are

few addmons (0 a unn (hat ranked 29th in
yards allowed.

EXPECTATIONS: A seemmgly tough sched-
ule, no new defensive starters of note and
anaging offense could bying KC back tor
ward the middle of the pack.

Tennessee (12-4)
OPEN CAMP.JUW 30, Nashville, Tenn.
st both games to Indianapo-
hS, forcmg lhe T\tans to playoffs as Id

in Fokboro to New En-

Es Travis
LaBoy, Antwan Odom and o Sehebel.
mponmn' LossEs: DE Jevon Kearse,al
r

lowed to iladel gent.
BT Robsics St s ok white the Thane
traded WR Justin McCareins to Jets for a

ired to Kan-
sas City as defensive coordinator.

P NEEDS: Build depth on DL, where
two-year veteran Carlos Hall must replace

Kearse and undrafted free agent Juqua Tho-
mas will be pushed by rookies at the other

nd, with Kevin Carter sliding inside to tack-
le. See if Tyrone Calico, last year’s No. 2 draft
pick, can replace McCareins as the third re-

eiver

PECTATIONS: It's still Super Bowl or
buSt for a 6auM that has been 6 the piayofts
four ofthe past five seasons by successfully
using the o il in around. co-M
Steve e

Baltlmore (10-6)

OPEN CAMP: July 30, Westminster. M.,
YEAR: Won AFC North and reached
os!seascn Tor thrd tme I Jour years but
lost to Tennessee in opening-round piayoff
jame.
SiMPORTANT ADDITIONS: QB Kordell Ste
vin

Sofnson, ca “Sala
Carter, BT bwan Ec-

Dnd Tound pick) WR
ard " Darling

(e ound ok
IMPORTANT LOSS-
5 WR Marcus Robin-

CAMP NEEDS: Need fo mprove
league's worstrated passing gam %
second-year 08 Kyle Bl fler “Comfortaple
With ney rec johnson and Darling. The
Biheeds depth e bemd hurt by miry in

EXPECTATIONS: The Ravens expect a re-
turn to the playoffs, but their success de-

ends of R Jamal Lews,
Wno faces,federal drug’ charges in Atanta,
and Boller's maturation.

Denver (10-6)
OPEN CAMI A ly 27, Englewood, Colo.
LAST YEAI hed D\ayoﬂs PDI‘AuSl the
time in h years since John
Elway renrem lost. 41 10 K‘D Indianapolis in

|Mvamm APDITIONS: CB Champ Bailey
ingtor

(trade with W n), S John Lynch (free
agent), liiams (17th overall pick),
RB Tat ect

seasons although Broncos seem to b

Anderson also are possibiltes,
(PECTATIONS: e picked af
mayows hY Manning mproved.on
paper. Bailey gives coach Mike Shanahan
the shuldown 5B ie's aluays wanted and
his a heady pla who could be a blg
R lef. But ey
remains QB Jake Plummer and offe

Miami (10-6)

Ly 30, bavie, la.
Despit 10 wins missed the
F\avo"s for the Second year n'a row, the
appened since 1988-89.
Tt rbmoted o Toontoffcereshufl
with coach Dave Wannstedt st 3
sponsibilty, for per-
decisions.
Rick‘Spielman- was
promoted to general
manager.
IMPORTANT ADDI-
TIONS: QB AJ. Fee-
ley, WR"David_Bos-

ol
and rookie Vernon Carey,

Wilkins, FB Sammy Korris, DBs Reggie
Howard an rooide Will poole,

IMPORT ock Marion, T
Pdt:?wadn, S Jaie Nails, G Tod pary, ¢
im

B Brian Griese, WR James McK-
nt Gamble.

EEDS The focus will be at
where Feeley wil try to replace Jay Fiedler.
‘The other priority will be the OL, hit hard by
offseason departures,
EXPECTATIONS: In four seasons at Miami,
Wannstedt is 41-23, but has won just one
/off game. The Dolphins ook like a mar-
ginal playoff team, which could -make
Wannstedt's tenure marginal.

Cincinnati (8-8)
OP[N CAMP‘ July 30, Georgetown, Ky.
EAR: In Marvin Lewis’ first season,
e Ben a\s fumedinto a playoffcontender
for tt e 1990, getting eliminat-
« wm. alma\game loss 0 Clevetant
Del \tha O'Neal,
CB Tary james, FS Kim Hemng, Nate Web-

E
IMPORTANT LOSSES: RB Corey Dillon, QB
Shane Matthews. o5,

CAMP NEEDS: Get
carson Palmer ready

ntion. His devel
ment will have aIot to G5 with whether e
Bengals take another step forward.

EXPECTATIONS: A much tougher schedule
— including the first Monday night game
since 1992 — and an inexperienced quarter-
back are major obstacles to putting up their
first winning record since 1990. If an over-
hauled secondary performs as hoped, Cin-
cinnati could stay in contention in the AFC
North deep into the season,

Bllﬂalo (6-10)

job, although revamped defense, featuring
LB Takeo Spikes and s Lawyer Willoy, fin-
ished second n yards allowed.

IMPORTANT ADDITI
Iarkey, CBTroy Vet and 6 Ghris o
as free agLenls, plus two first-round draft
picks: Evans and QB JP Losman. RS

s McGahee, who
SN 125t yEar TeCovering from & knee njiry,
S Eared 0 ey, L8 acor Ao wes & 1ats

ance to see whether MeGaRGY'S recoveny
is complete and how he can complement
starter Travs Henry. Evans must make i
medlate impact on passing gam

PECTATIONS: Mich rests 0n Bledsoe,

maly.

e B e aoor el Mearkey a8
heir apparent Losman, who looked sharp in
Spring minicamps?

New Vork lets (G-lol

A
RE o8 o Eemioton broie hs
Teft wrist Mt training camp. Jets started
e and couldn't
the season around. A porous run de-
Ese Sl things, an thated to the
firing of coordinator Ted C

tay
Aaron_Beasley, $S
) Sam Garnes, LBS Mar-
vin Jones and Mo Lews.
CAMP NEEDS: Pennington needs to devel-
thm with McCarei

Henderson \plans on Using several fronts, n:
cluding a 3:4 with DE Join Abraham ds a
part-timi

ATIONS: The Jets have gotten
resumably faster on defense
their offense with the addi-

ordinator and the Jets will have a
problem if Pennington goes down again, be-
cause_his backup is second-year player
Brooks Bollinger.

Pittshurgh (6-10)

QPEN GAMP: uly 30, Latrobe, P

EAR‘ Matched worst record in Bill

he 5 seasons as coach as the

dgé: uctlve running game broke down

ar\ efenses loadec up (0 stop 0 Tommy

ddox's mid to deey

IMPOI"ANY ADDIIIONS' RB Duce Staley to

omplement Jer

wayne Washing:
n P, Josh Miler, RE Amds Zereoue. F5

ton,
Srent Alex
::ns: hss

imilate Staley into the of-
fonse o ‘and Bettis have balked in
the past when eacn didn get me e majority
of carries, in

n
ddmun doesn!

nt is N d from OL that was so inju-

ydepletedhat ar L Alananeca masea

o LT. Secondary also re-

em as 2 i draft

e Troy Polamalu muves in at SS, Chris

takes over FS and Deshea

Townsend starts at CE

Jacksonville (5-11)

OPEN CAMP: il 31, JacksonvileFl.

ter awkward start with rook-
AL Byron Leftwich and rookie
coach Jack Del Ro, the Jaguars spit their

t eight games and
kher Sarts® 3
league’s sixth-
ranked defense

IMPORTANT ADDI-
TIoNs: Wk _Reggi
Williams and

Deon

Juran
wayne Washington, OL Ephraim Salaam.
IMPORTANT LO: Mark Brunell, CBs
Fernando Bryant and Jason Craft,
EEDS: Find a kicker; find out if
Lefaaten e Imaoved a8 much 2 it ap-
eared in offseason workouts; mesh a de-
B ot aSed lots of Specd. oo couts
have four or five new starters
CTATIONS: Some are touting the Jag-
Plogegiiis years Carolina panthers
winning record ot at the playoffs
272 Tove realistic goals,

Houston (5-11)
OPEN SAMP: Jul 31, Houston.
d—y ar expansmn team
progressed accordm to plan, all but

Bne-home game {0 the i aving
the league’s 3lst-ranke nd de-
fense. Fourth-round draft pic B Domanick

NFC
Carolina (11-5)
DPENCA P J 30 Snanan urg, S.C.
after going 1 \5

W the NRG 111 a0 oS-t New B
32:29 In the Super Bowl on Adam Vina ferts
4o:

\DDITIONS: DE ire Iast second field goal

OT Todd Wade and two top draft D\:Ks‘ CB IMPORTANT ADDITION: ields
Dunta Robinson and LB Jason Babin. withe back after
IMPORTANT LDSSES‘ DT Sleve Marhn, LB disease;
Steve Foley, T Randall, R ki d { lack. C\and - CBA:[

b Y

R e har iy We e"s;’v‘;ﬂs" |Mpgnnnnosszs Elght major contribu-

and tors are.gone, inclucing starters @ eno

James, G Kevin Donal-

Ieyv T Todd Steussie,

CB Reggie Hoy ,

CB Terry Cousin, S

Beon Grant,
CAl NEEDS: The
anthel st re-

cial Interest "Wl be
cus Coleman, a
ninth-year player moving to free safety from
cornerback.
EXPECTATIONS: There's little doubt the

starters, and retool
the secondary. CB
will com-

h they're ina
i Indianol e Tneeaae

fit nicely into the
m ar playoff plan and be a major
Siep for & franchise hats yet to even win
two straight games.

Cleveland (5-11)

OPEN CAMP July 30,8

CASTYERR: Neither Kelly Holeormd nor Tim
Couch coum estabiish himself at quarter:
back. The 5 oSt eght of thelr [ast 10

e cutiin Johnson for
inning e

2 suspension fo vilating the
NFL's substance-abuse policy

\MPORTANT ADDITIONS: G Jcff Garda. €

lien Winslow Jr., FB Terrelle
Kelvin Garmon, Dl ehenezer eLban, Lo har-

LOSSES: Couch, OL Shaun
orer O rty Stokes, § Chis Gardoeks
RB Jamel White, CB Lewis Sanders.
NEEDS: Tho
Browns n
Wi S s

N ey Robiskie necds
toforge an identity for an offense that failed
‘atouchdown in five games last sea-

Snd Winslow give the teama ua \ymﬂemm
{ook on offense, but their productivity could
be limited because of the Browns' failure to
improve injury-riddled line. Davis is in com-
plete contr m\ but could be vulnerable if
team is bad a

Oakland (4-12)

OPEN CAMP: July 29, Napa, Calif.
o AST, YEAR: Fel apart lhe year after

njuries, age and inte
ng‘\ shquabblmfg il playin a park Coach Bi
alla
PORTART ADBITIONS: DL Warren Sapp

andieq Washington, classic Raiders Dk
ups — aging stars. QB Kerry Col

of big, strong-arméd passer who fits the
“vertical offense” owner Al Davis has al-

spot.

oo Kenrr
edy, who retired, and R narlt amen.
NeeDs; Flnd a starting OB. Turner

Rich Gannon, the mobile,

are always the Suner Bow. But that seems

eali d be a transition
Jee oo Compete i the AFe Wect W kam:
sas City backslides.

San Diego (4-12)

OPEN CAMP: July 29, Carson, Calif.
LAST YEAR: Coach Marty Schottenheimer

declared it a “damn good Toouball

then watched talent-poor squad open 0'5
and miss playoffs for eighth straight sea-

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: QB Philip Rive
T Roman Oben, WR Kevin Dyson, OL

Wiey, Raylee

Johnton, " "B

Boston, 'TE Stephen

Alexander, P Darren

nett, T Damion

Melntosh, T Vaughn Parker, ¢ Cory Raymer,

K Steve Christie, T Solomon Page, T Ed Ellis,
G Kelvin Garmon, G Bob Hallen.

CAMP NEEDS: Figure out whether Drew
Brees keeps QB job or if rookie Rivers is
ready to take over; rebuild nondescript of-
fensive line; develop 3-4 defense under
Wade Phillips; keep LaDainian Tomlinson,
their only marquee player, healthy for open-
ing day.

EXPECTATIONS: Archie & €l Manring had
a good reason for dissing Chargers prior to
e draft. Theyve became the pew ncn-
nati Bengals, setting the standard for inepti
tude.

ot e et
EXPECTATIONS: The Panthers will be ex-

losses will hurt and Carofina didn’
ifter big names the way it di
building the Super Bowl team. Coach

a
s success will_prevent the Pa
rom sneaking up on opponents. They'l be
targets inste:

Plliladelphia (12-4)

rell
i earot, LB Dhan Joneer 8
Jeremiah Trotter, & Sharie Andrews.

IMPORTANT LOSSES: C8 Troy Vincent, CB
Bobby Tovlor, RS Buce Staley. 8 Garios Em:
mons.

CAMP NEEDS: Inte-

rush, * Figure - out
wholl start at ML
£09 find ot r Lt

and_ Shel
don Brown can replace Vincent and Taylor.
Vincent also must be replaced as team lea
er especially with empestuous Owen

logl

TIONS: After three straight losses
inre gie ame. nothing less than a Super
Bowl rip will

St Lnuls (12-4)
DPEN ly 27, Macomb, Ill.
R \aced Kurt Warner at QB
W\th Marc Eulgcr after Warner was
%day ‘Won NFC West, but was upset
dnub le overtime by Camhna in first play-

IMPDI"ANY ADDITIONS: RB Steven Jack-

Defensive coordina.
OF LOVIE S, i BeCame ehicago Bears
head coach. DLS Bian Young and Grant Wist:

Char
enced backup to
Bulger,

Little faces possible
suspension ' _after

drunKen driving ar-

CAMP NEEDS: Establish Bulger in his first
full camp as starter. Re-style defense under
new coordinator Larry Marmie, who take:

cver ior Sm\
NS: Rams are 56-24 since 1999,
the'year they torned around fortunes and

won'Su Wi, AS long as Buiger stays
Dealthy. the “Greatest Shov
Tains ntact. A Iot. depends o how Larry

Marmie, the new defensive coommamr han-
dies a quick young defense.

Green Bay (10-6)

OPEN GAMP: July 30, Green Bay. Wis,
he Packers, who haven't had
H Iosmg seasnn since 1991,
arrival, won the Ni
nesota ostin Arizona on fhe s
soms final play, then beat seattle and Tostto

Philadelphia in the playoffs.
“INPORTANT ADDI-

a starting job on the outside. Rookle CBS
Anmad Carroll and Joey, Thomas. S Mark
Roman, who wil Marques Anderson
ang Bhawol Jue for !he sartingloh.

e

IMPORTANT
fensive coordinator £0 Donatell, who was re-
placed by Bob Slowik after his unit biew a
fourth-and-26 coverage in the waning min-
utes to lose to the Eagles in the playoffs.

: CB, where Mike McKen:
holding out Backup OB, where Couctys addl-
tion could Spell the entl for Doug Pederson
and Cralg Nal. pun
PECTATIONS: The Packers fully expect

to"chalenge for o2, champlons

avre, ho has
Games, ATScordor an NEL duarierbace. and
RB Ahman Green, who rushed for 1,833 yards
and 20 TDs in 2003.
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[ NFL training camp capsules

- EXPECTATIONS: Sky high. Seattle’s 10 wins
Dallas (10-6) W Eoe et T 17 pads S confidence
QPN GAMP: iy 30, Qxnard, Calf Was bolstered by an 8-0 home record. ly

LAST Vi i Barcells had an wmmedwate
impack. The Cowboys went S.1. won. 10
ames and made the playos fof the first
R e Sansoas esrwte a suspect of-
fense. allas again had the NFL's top de-

TMPORTANT ADDITIONS: WR Keyhawn
Johnson, DE Marcel-

06
iy rookle €8 Bruce

Al best defenses.
- 2003 sec: IMPORTANT LOSSE
ond-round pick injured in training camp last IMPORTANT LOSS- CAMP. NEEDS:
ES: LB Greg Biekert from
IMPORTANT L ma/ Hambrick, (retired). and the team
onarer Ekban, WA sosy Galloway. <8 EEDS: Must establich inebacking  heal ast three seaso
Mario Edward: corph with secondyearman £ 1 Henderson ATIONS: 'Saints

CAMP NEEI rting QB. steppingin
ayearold Tes!a\/erde slgn anticipati
for the Star

rter

EXPEC‘IAIIONS' With Parcelslesspatient,
et

ter mscm!gned and beter canditioned. the
owboys” expect another playof appear-

Seattle (10-6)

e
the playoffs.

Minnesota (9-7)

OPEN CAMP: July 30, Mankato, Minn.

CAST YEAR: Started e-0:and led weak NFC
North until
When Arizona scored on a fourt
play tokeep the Vikings out of the Dlayo"s

R B g s ot

th,
gwnn nearly_every_ke
ing, several yhu\es yhneé

ere s little dej
o (XPECTATION

eturn
i free ag
molwatmn of

Detroit (5-11)
OPEN CAMP: Au\ 31, Allen Park, Mich.

qular, Season's final snap,

iddle and inju-
which New Orleans won
the firsttime, coach Jim

Mike
don't make

LAST VEAR: Met low expectalions withfive  eral Manager
OPEN CAMP: Aug. 2, Cheney, Wi victories, mat (chmg tal from previous  champions|
LAST VEAR: S ool Appoarante since o Seasone. a

tic wild-card OT loss.

Sreonn, hetTE o interception returned

for the final TD, QB Matt Hasselbeck showed  and FS Bro
he'sforreal: ‘tehm record 3.841 yards pass:

ADDITIONS: DE Grant Wist-

bhy_ Taylor, rookde DI Marcus

FBbs. rooke 86 Mithas) Souware.

IMPORTANT Loss-

n

Springs, SS_Reggie
6o, oTJon fin.
.

Straight road loss.
IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: G Dam
n (free a

ner, T Derr
mien Woody
R Roy

New Orleans (8-8)

‘OPEN CAMP: July 29, New Orl
DRST VeRR: atated 16 and m
offs for third siraignt year, T 0
e past two, the Saints started

Sirangly and finfshed poorly. The 2003 low:
fight came in a win: Joe Horn puling out'a
hone after a

K
schdowr
barcassmant Jor the

when they had their

Xabiish consistency
5 Naron Brooks and others. Bro0c
have had trouble” staying

must make the
pISyofic: Ater his first season
a playoff game for
Haslett has failed to

get his team to the playoffs.

ency and the d the X
Tost Jears col couapse st Tampa Bay (7-9)

g5 acl uly 3, Loke Buena vista, i
e hige fahure 1 hey cond sgra, M

Keyshawn Iohnson and also chas
ich Mckay, sieiveect of e
0 Set NEL record with 24t mmnnk? ‘ABbirions: re charl e
T berrick Deese, T Todd sfeu
v Galloway. Took.
6 WR Michag! Clay-

"
Johinson, RE Thomas

Bruce Allen have retooled the team to make

run another Super Bowl now. A
mere return to the playoffs wor't b enotigh
to satisfy T s were

heightened B tne o Shama el

Chicago (7-9)
OPEN CAMP: July 28, Bourbonnais, Ill.
LAST YEAR: Finishec costing Dick Jau-

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: C8 Antoi league and team, on P job afte four losing seasans i five
field: WR Marcus Robinso 7 Daner\ Ben IMPORTANT ADDI-
maine TIONS: DL Wil St IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: Head coach Lovie
Wigains, DE Kenecht and John Pease, de-  Smith, R8 Thomas Jones, T John Tait,
U und fensive _line _coach

ot sys:

temon both sides a'lhe ball That includes a

West ordinator rerry
o S s onere aggresswe fackng
fense that smith brings from St Louis,

TIONS: Jones gives the

breakasy Rt o S pase Catera Tor

young QB Rex Grossman, who must mature

Harris and second-round DE Tank Johnson
give tne defensive front a better and m
mobile pass rush, while four-

T B arhar creatas wore Trmavare”

San Francisco (5-11)

YEAR: A L mark on the road was a

der new coach
Denms e oo aglayo ar,
RTANT ADDITION:
setondroung Dok Could be & starer: oo
neyman WR Curtis Conway to help augment
depleted WR continger

NT LOSS-

neh. ia, G Ron Stone, RB
Garrison Hearst, plus

R Tai Streefs. It

et T
Walter ~ Jones _to
show The
four-time
Pro-Bowle, designat:
Seattle’s  fran-

ers (shoulder) has to
be health
ixpicunous. £ 08 Joey Harrington, rter.
ing his third s me talented skill

Jones, L8 Nate Webster
app and Lynch gone
e A
NFL's best much of the past decade, the
Bucs could be on the verge of becomirg an
offense-oriented_team. With

fart of the year complal
throwing to him enou

e
chise player, ected to miss camp for

four new starters o i offensi

: Find a oa Tim Rattay was

the third straight year as he seeks a  frofte

Sive mold the newcomers in
long-term contract. Tush, the Lions mignt finaly be respectabie. N

O BECTATIONS:

Stars and Stripes

essa

Hello, my name is Ana. I'm country was founded upon. The right to
student and from Brazil ...l really  speak, defend and protect has never been
admire you solders for fighting for  served on a silver platter, Tt has been the

freedom. longest continuing journey that mankind

will travel, You all are in my prayers.

Thank you for my protector.

1ts very dangerous be there But God is
protecting and guiding you wherever you
. Me sod my il ar prorin for st
all

Hi, Thanks for going to war for

our country. | hope all of you

guys come back safe. | pray for
you guys everyday to be safc. Shelby
Thompson

We support each and every one of
you in Iraq to keep our safety in
the USA. We are praying for éach

of you, that you will all come home safely

to your families and loved ones. We havea
huge sign at work with our logal troops and
troops who are our family members, Our

local community is organizing a SUPPORT

YOUR TROOPS rally. You all have lots of

support back home and do not forget

that!l! We love each and every one of you!!

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!I! GOD

BLESS!

S5G B L Brever - B, Just want you

to know that | Love and Miss you

sol Be safe and write when you
can! Counting down the days until you
are home with us again! XXXX0000 —
PS. The boys and baby are missing you
too!  They send hugs and kisses too!

Hi Buddy- SGT Morris: I just

want to let you know that me and

the kids miss and love you very
much. Wewant you to come home very
soon. Please be careful while you are out
there, and don't worry about us here. You
just come home soon, cause the laundry is
piling up, and the grass needs to be cut.
Just Kidding dear. We love you!!l Love,
Melisa, T.]., and

1 know that the Troops are and

have been our Heroes for

Centuries, to keep our freedoms
intact, Thanks for giving your time to us
and our freedoms,

‘Thank you for taking care of
husiness. You're doing and
outstanding job. Come home

safely.

Brett S, - Hi Brett, Hope that you

get this or at least see this some

where over there. You are on my
mind every day and night. 'm praying for

You are the bravest individuals
that I would ever have the honor
tomeet.  You represent what our

of Gruden's biggest priorites wil bc hying

Garehs WEl anparart b
hesive unit.

you and Kathy and I are saying the rosary
at night. We are all supporting you and the
troops. Love you son, Dad

I've never knawn anyone wha has
gone too war up until now.
Everyone is in my thought's and

prayer's 24/7. I'm so proud of each and

everyone of you. | understand that you are
there because it is what you want and need

100 do. Hurry up and come home too your

family and friend’s. Amen. 1love you all,

Renee..

R. Mielcarek - Hello son, sent

another letter off this morning.

1t's hard to know if you guys are
receiving your mail ok, Hope you are well
and doing ok, The whale family of course
is hehind you and their thoughts are with
you, you know that already. We hope and
pray this war will be over soon and you will
be an your way home safe and sound.
Again we are very proud of you, and we
recognize the sacrifices that you and all the
traops are making. Flags and yellow
ribbans abound over here, we are with you
in spirit. Hape to hear from you soon.
Love mom and family

Hello Jephty, we are here praying
for your safe return. Please know
we are praying for you and every

other military personnel, 1f you receive

this letter please try to contact us or have
sameane else it for you,

roin sur-
gery, opening up things o second-year
200 ew (G man en Dorsey, who it the west Coast of-

fense although his arm strength s question:

able. There ct nal prob)

SOl Betorson. Gacnatan the- Aanchise
player, makes good on his threat to stay out

& LA

EXPECTATIONS: Not very high for a fran.
chise that's been one of FUs elite for
R ene. s,

Washington (5-11)

OPEN GAMP: July 31, Ashburn

EAR: Steve Spurrier \ost Gontrol of
i toam and watched]the season a5 flown
il lo3ing 100f Pis st 12. e resianed three
days after the finale.

PORTANT ADDITIONS: Hall of Fame
¢oach Jge Gibbs, B Mark Erynell, 8 Glinton
Porti, C8 Shawh Springs, S Searl Taylor, L

a

aile
Trotter,
L8 Jessie Armstead
DE Bruce Smith, RE
Trung Canidate.
EDS: Players need to master
ibbs,schemes, Thecoach made s players
hard i lassroom in the
Roping mrans\a fes into mstant comprehen:
slon once the pads are on. He's starting
a5 Jate 25 possible-to cut down o
Weat and sear e ln the season
EXPECTATIONS: Way too mgi . Gibbs has
been welcomed bac fong overdue
savior after 12 year K vy, Bt pronatly
3y & wild-card feam if they do thelr best.

Atlanta (5-11)

OPEN CAMP: July 28, Greenville .
LAST YEAR: g OB Michael
brokenleg in preseason led o2 zr

an ick re

furmedto orchest e Wik b
BTl heting cou\d oo the shde ofade.
fense that allowed a franchise-worst 6,108
Vg Gy SellTimos Borto e
ome Falcons general manager inWeek 16.
Francisco defen-
S Coordmator im
Mora was hired as
Reeves' replacement

in Januar

T_ADDI-

c

IMPORTANT LOSSES: CBs Ra\{ Buchanan

and Tyrone Williams. OLB Keith Newman

was clit as Pro Bowler Keith Brooking moved
from the middle tg the wealcside.

up QB. Rookie Matt

Iacks experience, anﬂ Ty Detmer

Raga anemgled 3 pass since 2

injury in
Wb (e i

West Coa and
shoum S rcons e eatant playoff con-
der, But defense’ also needs

New York Gianis (4-12)

any. N.
ety S injuries, a
STl O AN MiStKeS tamed  suber ol
contender into a bad team. It aiso made Jim

LBs ~ Mike  Bar

&\ Dhani ~ Jones” and

AN\ Brandon Short, C
! chri

Cornel

EEDS: The new OL has to 'éel\ RB

e B has to stop fumbling, Cf

Allen, and Wil Peterson and my
and Waener

o'

el unﬁ Manmng is ready to
in may have h

ight be as good as it gc?s

Anithat couid be areach. T team says 5
retooling, but it's really rebuilding for Man-

ning.
Arizona (4-12)
Flagstaff, Ar

AST VENR Seobd Fovioas pmms and al-
wed most in NFL. Lost seven in a row be-
nor

cad

FANT ADDITIONS: WR Larry Fitzger-
210 I Vet DI bE. Berand 8ot
(free agent), CB David Macklin (free agent),

Shaun King ' (free

*SMPORTANT LoSS-
ES: OB Jeff Blake, CB
David Barrett, K'Bill
Gramatica.

CAMP

sa
different world in the
NFL's wasteland of a
franchise, with new coach Dennis Green
making wholesale changes — and that's
only during minicamps. T LJ. Shelton, with a
hefty new contract, has been benched with
Leonard Davis moving from RG to LT.

Green moved RB Emmitt Smith back into
starting lineup ahead of Marcel Shipp. Green
will continue force-feeding his new system
and new attitude. QB Josh McCown, firmly in-
stalled as starter, will have to show his skills
and leadership to earn team’s respect.

EXPECTATIONS: The Cardinals hired Green
to build a winner before the team moves
into new stadium in 2006.
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SPORTS

Judge allows sex life

of Bryant’s accuser
‘ to be heard in trial, Page 27

NFL’s summer camp set to kick off

July offers mix
of holdouts,
holdovers and
newcomers

BY DAVE GOLDBERG
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — For seven
months, Washington fans have an-
ticipated the opening of Joe
Gibbs’ first training camp in 12
years as coach of the Redskins.

Too bad they won't get to see
much of it.

The Redskins open training
camp Saturday at their home
training base in Ashburn, Va., one
of 32 camps that start this week.
Denver, Chicago, Carolina and St.
Louis begin the process Tuesday.

But Washington fans, who have
waited for this week since their
Hall of Fame coach was rehired
last January, may not get to see
much. While most teams encour-
age their supporters to attend
drills, the new/old coach proba-
bly is restricting fan access.

“I don't care if you're taking a

M Training camp capsules
for every team, Pages 30, 31

Hall of Fame coach Joe
back with the Redsklns,

New England enters training camp as the favorite to win its third championship in four years, which would
match Dallas’ run from 1992 to 1995. Patriots defensive lineman, from left, Richard Seymour, Ted Washing-
ton and Bobby Hamilton, will be joined by first-round draft pick Vince Wilfork from the University of Miami.

test or what you're doing,” Gibbs
says. “If theére’s things walking
around, and people talking,
good-looking girls walking up
and down the sidelines and every-
thing, then generally what people
do is: ‘T'd rather look over there
than look out here.’ So that’s a
problem, distractions are.”

Despite the return of Gibbs
and owner Daniel Snyder’s annu-
al signing flurry, Washington
isn't the favorite in its division,
the NFC East.

That designation goes to Phila-
delphia, loser of three straight
conference title games. The Ea-
gles have added pass rusher
Jevon Kearse and Terrell Owens,
the standout wide receiver they
desperately needed. Still, that
guarantees little in this era of par-

typically high
again in the nation’s capltal

ity, with potential lock-
er room problems after the depar-

ture of cornerback
and team leader
Troy Vincent

to Buffalo and

the addition of
the tempestu-

ous and moody
Owens.

The overall
Super Bowl fa-
vorite  might
again be New En-

Arizona’s
losing streak
grows to
team-record
12; Bonds’
25th homer
deals Cards
a rare loss
Page 24

helps

A-Rod’s
clutch hit
in ninth

Yankees
overcome
Millar’s
three HRs as Boston’s deflclt
increases to 92 games Page 23

gland, which could equal the
mark of the 1992-95 Dallas Cow-
boys with three titles in four
years.

Desplle a recent trend of teams
coming from nowhere — from the
St. Louis Rams in ’99 to Carolina
last season — the Patriots seem to
be as solid as last year, when they
won their second Super Bowl in

three years by beating the Pan-
thers 32-29 in the final sec-
onds.

New England also could
break Miami’s 31-year-old
modern record of 18 straight
victories. If the Patriots win
their first three games,
they’ll go for No. 19 against
the Dolphins in Foxboro,
Mass., on Oct. 10.

The 63-year-old Gibbs, who
won three Super Bowls and
reached a fourth during his

tour in Washington from 1981-92,
is one of seven new coaches.

The “newcomers” include
three other retreads — Tom
Coughlin (formerly of Jackson-
ville) with the New York Giants,
Norv Turner (Washington) in
Oakland and Dennis Green (Min-
nesota) in Arizona.

Green and Lovie Smith, the
former St. Louis defensive coordi-
nator who took over the Chicago
Bears, bring the number of black
head coaches in the NFL to five,
the most ever.

There was a lot of player move-
ment, too.

Owens, Kearse and Vincent are
among the many Pro Bowl-cali-
ber players who changed uni-
forms. The Giants signed 18 free
agents after a 4-12 record in a sea-
son in which they were supposed
to challenge for a title.

Big-time quarterbacks also
have been shuffled, moves set off
in part by the Giants’ trade to se-
lect Eli Manning, brother of Pey-
ton, the league’s co-MVP with In-
dianapolis last season.

That led to the release for sala-
ry cap reasons of Kerry Collins,
who quarterbacked the team in
the 2001 Super Bowl.

Collins was replaced by Kurt
Warner, the 1999 and 2001
league MVP and the MVP of the
2000 Super Bowl. He was re-
leased by St. Louis after two sea-
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Giants quarterback Eli Manning
will break into the NFL under the
intense media scrutiny that only
New York can provide.

Armstrong’s
fifth win

of Tour

sets stage for
another victory
lap in Paris

| Page 28



